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ADRIEL VELAZQUEZ
Contributing Writer

VCU’s cinema department and 
the Just Ask Prevention Project are 
teaming up to bring attention to 
human trafficking.

Formerly known as Just Ask 
VA, the group is a public aware-
ness campaign designed to expose 
the growing prevalence of human 
trafficking in Virginia. This fall, 
Just Ask will be teaming up with 
a group of VCU Cinema students 
to create a PSA that to educate the 
public about this issue.

Northern Virginia has become 
one of the top-10 teen trafficking 
regions in the nation, according to 
Just Ask. This is just one of many 
startling facts about human traf-
ficking in Virginia. According to 
the National Human Trafficking 
Resource Center, there have been 
73 human trafficking cases report-
ed in 2015. Of those 73 reports, 
58 cases involved the trafficking of 
women and 12 involved the traf-
ficking of men.

Just Ask already has a PSA that 
they have been sharing regularly 
on social media and on their web-
site but the organization is looking 
for something new and different.

“I wanted to partner with 
VCU students mainly because 
of the great reputation that your 
school has in educating film and 
art students,” said Jodi O’Hern, 
a co-founder of Just Ask. “I also 
thought the campaign could ben-
efit from the fresh perspective of 
university students, who are closer 
in age to our target audience.”

Just Ask is trying to reach a 
young audience, specifically young 
adults. The main goal of the orga-
nization is to educate this audience 
on how to spot human trafficking 
and know who to talk to about it so 
that the situation can be resolved.

Briana Windhausen, a VCU 
cinema major and the driving force 
behind the upcoming PSA, said 
she first became interested in the 
topic of human trafficking in high 
school when she helped start a club 
against the issue with close friend. 

This friend later gained a lead-
ership position in Just Ask and 
contacted Windhausen about a 
possible partnership. 

“She reached out to me about 
a month ago and she asked me if 
VCU cinema would be able to do a 
PSA for them,” Windhausen said. 

Just Ask focuses primarily on 
teen sex trafficking, which is de-
fined as the act of manipulating 
or forcing anyone under the age 
of 18 to engage in a sexual act in 
exchange for something of value, 
such as money or drugs.

“Those numbers … are only 
cases that come into their hotline 
so they are not inclusive of cases 
that are initiated through other 
means,” said Bill Woolf, a de-
tective of Fairfax County. “I can 
tell you that for our jurisdiction 
alone, we’ve had well over 100 
cases this year, and that’s just 
Fairfax County.” 

Woolf is the lead investigator 
for the Northern Virginia Hu-
man Trafficking Task Force and a 
founder of the Just Ask Prevention 
Initiative. Woolf explained how 

Human trafficking  
non-profit teams up with  
VCU Cinema Students

—continued on page 7

PETER MASON
Contributing writer

VCU basketball defeated the Prairie View 
A&M Panthers 75-50 Friday night in what 
was the 67th consecutive sellout at the Stuart 
C. Siegel Center. 

VCU opened the game with a 5-0 lead. The 
first points came with a layup from junior for-
ward Mo Alie-Cox, then a 3-pointer from se-
nior guard Melvin Johnson. 

“I was proud of the guys for how we played 
in the first half,” said head coach Will Wade. “I 
thought we played pretty well in the first half. 
Second half, not nearly to our standard, not 
nearly well enough. Give Prairie View credit, 
they played extremely hard.”

The Rams in the first half outscored the 
Panthers 46-22, including an early 13-5 lead 
and then later with four and a half minutes re-
maining, two free throws from Johnson put the 
Rams up 34-15. 

“We won,” Johnson said. “That’s all that 
matters at this point, 1-0. We’ll regroup and 
get ready for Monday.” 

In the first 10 minutes of the second half, 
the Rams continued their offensive bash over 
the Panthers by increasing the lead to 59-33 af-
ter layups from sophomore forward Justin Till-
man and junior guard Jordan Burgess. 

Everything seemed to be going VCU’s way, 

but a little over five minutes following that ad-
vantage, the Panthers went on a 13-1 run, giv-
ing the Rams a bit of a scare and cutting the 
deficit to 60-46. Prairie View’s senior forward 

Karim York made the layup for the Panthers to 
reach the deficit. It was as close as the Panthers 
would come. 

Prairie View - ’S’ from the Stu

VCU’s bench out-scored Prairie View’s 27-6 in the 75-50 win on Homecoming. 

—continued on page 4

MIKAELA REINARD 
Contributing Columnist 

Bernie Sanders recently intro-
duced a bill to the Senate that tack-
les the issue of legalizing marijuana 
. The bill fights for the legalization 

of marijuana at the federal level 
and is the first bill of its kind to be 
formally introduced in Congress. 
However, it distracts attention from 
more important issues.

Sanders says that marijuana 
should be removed from the 

Controlled Substance Act. “That’s 
a federal decision,” he said. “The 
state decision is that we live in a 
federal system of government where 
issues like tobacco and alcohol are 
significant regulated by the states. 
And I think that is a province of 
the states.” Sanders believes that 
each state should have their own 
right to regulate marijuana. 

Some states — Colorado, 
Washington and Alaska — have 
already decided to legalize the drug 
in the face of opposing federal law.  
“The state wants to go forward, 
they should be able to go forward 
without legal impediments from 
the federal government, and that’s 
what this legislation is about.”

 This impediment from the 
federal government prevents 
stores that sell marijuana from 
using banks because it is in viola-

tion of federal law.
While I understand Sanders’ 

argument of this being more of 
a state issue rather than a federal 
issue, I disagree with the timing 
of this legislation. There are many 
things that are more important and 
need the attention of Congress such 
as the war on terror,, and a recre-
ational drug is not one of them.  

From a politician’s standpoint, 
this is the perfect time to bring this 
bill to Congress.  Bringing drug 
law into the political conversation 
will gardner significant support for 
Sanders, especially at a time when 
everyone is paying attention to 
politics in the year leading up to a 
presidential election. 

Approval of marijuana legaliza-
tion  differs by age, but millennials, 
Gen Xers and Baby Boomers all 

Weed legalization distracts from more legitimate legislation
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73 cases  
human trafficking cases 
reported in 2015

58 of those cases  
were women 

12 of those cases  
were men

354 calls 
total concerning human 
trafficking in 2015

 628 cases
since 2006
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Students congregated in the Compass at VCU at noon on Wednesday, Nov. 11, to show solidarity with students at the University of Missouri.

SARAH KING
Executive Editor

A typed manuscript, a function-
al blueprint for the purposes and 
precedents this university should 
serve, is in some ways an eerie call 
to action from inside the James Ca-
bell Branch Library’s Special Col-
lections and Archives.

“A university is a living, evolving 
institution which must continu-
ally review its role if it is to serve 
effectively the society of which it 
is a part,” reads the 1967 Wayne 
Commission’s report to the Vir-
ginia General Assembly dictating 
the necessity of the first public in-
stitution of higher education in the 
heart of Richmond.

Nearly five decades later, some 
four floors below where the docu-
ment now resides, hundreds of 
university students stood in soli-
darity with students at the Univer-
sity of Missouri last Wednesday in 
the Compass.

The next day, a group of black stu-
dent leaders and activists presented 
to President Michael Rao a list of de-
mands they sought from VCU.

“As black students at a PWI 
(predominantly white institution) 
located in the capital of what was 
once the Confederacy, what the 
black students at Mizzou are cur-
rently experiencing could someday 
be VCU if further progressive ac-
tion is not taken in resolving many 
of the issues here at VCU that pres-
ent a clear and present danger to 
students of color,” reads the letter 
predicating the students’ demands 
of Rao and the broader institution.

The students’ statement goes 
on to recognize that while racial 
tensions on VCU’s campuses do 
not parallel those at the Univer-
sity of Missouri, VCU has failed 

Administration responds to 
Black VCU Speaks

—continued on page 2
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VCU/LOCAL
Researchers receive $1.7 million for 
treatment of overactive bladder

A $1.7 million grant awarded to two 
VCU researchers may lead to improved di-
agnosis and treatment of overactive bladder 
– a condition that affects nearly 20 percent 
of adults and that is characterized by symp-
toms such as urinary urgency, frequency 
and incontinence.

Funding for this work comes from NIH 
grant number R01DK101719.

Black leaders seek answers in police 
custody death case

Black leaders in Virginia want the 
state's attorney general to take over the 
investigation into the death of a man who 
was shocked repeatedly by police with stun 
guns, saying they are frustrated no decision 
has been made about whether to charge the 
officers.

Leaders of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People from 
across the state will gather Saturday to call 
on Attorney General Mark Herring to step 
in for Halifax County Commonwealth's 
Attorney Tracy Quackenbush Martin, who 
has been reviewing the death of 46-year-old 
Linwood R. Lambert Jr. for two years.

Virginia college, university students 
abroad being contacted

Virginia university and college officials 
are reaching out to students spending the 
semester abroad to ensure their safety fol-
lowing the deadly attacks in Paris.

A spokesman for Hollins University 
says the school has contacted all eight of 
its student in Paris this fall and all are safe. 
Spokesman Jeff Hodges said Hollins has 
not decided yet whether it should suspend 
the program and bring the students back to 
the states.

NATIONAL
Last convict in mass school bus kid-
napping seeks parole 

Three young men from wealthy San 
Francisco Bay Area families spent more 
than a year working on their perfect crime.

They converted three prisoner transport 
vans, built an underground bunker to hold 
their hostages, even made a lead box to hold 
the $5 million in ransom they expected to 
collect to block radio signals if authorities 
inserted tracking devices.

Then they kidnapped a school bus full 
of children and buried them under mounds 
of dirt in a crime that haunts the victims 
nearly 40 years later.

The terror ended about 28 hours after it 
began, when the bus driver and two teenage 
students clawed their way out of the buried 
van and found workers nearby, who called 
police.

Brown, Heffington-Medrano and La-
bendeira oppose Woods' parole and feel be-
trayed by the release of the others.

"The emotional scars that they put on 
all of us, they're countless," Heffington-
Medrano said.

No credible threats target US after 
Paris attacks

Intelligence officials found no evidence 
of any specific or credible threat targeting 
American soil following the deadly Paris 
attacks, U.S. officials told The Associated 
Press. Still patrols were stepped up and 
added security measures put in place na-
tionwide.

In Washington, additional law enforce-
ment officers were deployed to French-
owned sites and other high-profile locations 
out of "an abundance of caution," said police 
spokesman Officer Sean Hickman. In Bos-
ton, the Massachusetts State Police said "a 
comprehensive and multi-layered security 
package" was in place at Logan Interna-
tional Airport and patrols enhanced near 
the State House.

Los Angeles police said they knew of no 
threats against the city, but the department 
beefed up patrols at what it called critical 
sites, including a Snoop Dogg concert.

After attacks, Democrats debate terror-
ism and economy 

With the country still reeling from 
deadly terrorist attacks in Paris, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton cast herself as America's 
strongest leader in a scary world, even as she 
found herself forced to defend her own role 
during the rise of the Islamic State mili-
tants.

"This election is not only about elect-
ing a president, it's also about choosing our 
next commander in chief," Clinton declared 
Saturday night in the Democrats' second 
debate of the presidential campaign. "All of 
the other issues we want to deal with de-
pend upon us being secure and strong."

Amid the backdrop of global anxiety, 
Clinton found herself fending off questions 
about not only her foreign policy record 
but her economic ties, with both Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders and former Maryland 
Gov. Martin O'Malley painting the former 
senator from New York as a lackey for Wall 
Street and corporate interests.

"Let's not be naive about it," said Sand-
ers, noting that Clinton collected millions 
in campaign donations from Wall Street 
bankers. "They expect to get something. 
Everybody knows that."

black students on many levels. The 
group’s subsequent demands fall 
into three categories pertaining 
to underrepresented black faculty, 
black students’ experience and the 
overall campus climate.

Among these demands were an 
increase in the percentage of black 
faculty from 4.7 percent to 10 per-
cent by the 2017-18 academic year, 
as well as a proportionate increase 
in the number of tenured black 
professors to the overall increase in 
faculty, taking into account those 
who retire or leave the university.

The students also stated a need 
for the creation of a required cul-
tural competency and diversity 
training for students and the hiring 
of a non-white, non-male ombuds-
man that will create a space where 
students know their experiences 
and concerns will be taken seri-
ously and handled accordingly.

Lastly, they demanded priority 
funding specifically for diversity 
and multicultural student centers, 
organizations and programs to 
meet the needs of the student pop-
ulation and students of color.

“We are tired of hearing about 
year old ‘initiatives’ that are never 
set into action, given measur-
able outcomes, and/or accountable 
deadlines. We are tired of the im-
promptu ‘diversity dialogues’ that 
are created just to appease us for the 
time being. We are tired of lack-
luster sense of urgency surround-
ing these issues,” reads the group’s 
statement. “We will no longer be 
pushed to the side. We matter.”

The student organizers’ list of 
demands and sit-in at the office of 
the president caused a stir on social 
media, was picked up by larger lo-
cal and national media outlets and, 
in some cases, generated backlash 
from the community.

“Like campus demands in the 
past, theirs seem somewhat un-
fair, unreasonable, intolerant even,” 
wrote CBS6 reporter Mark Holm-
berg of the students in an edito-
rial for the Richmond Times-Dis-
patch. “We can’t keep focusing on 
a tiny number of idiots mumbling 
words when we should know that 
sticks and stones may break our 
bones, but names will never hurt 
us,” Holmberg said.

But it seems the very document 
responsible for the establishment 
of VCU as an institution of higher 
learning disagrees with the premis-
es of Holmberg’s disenchantment. 
The Wayne Commission’s 1967 
report very specifically reinforces 
the necessity and functionality of 
an urban institution that embraces 
exactly what the collective group of 
black students presented last week.

“Inherent in these questions 
are implications for social useful-
ness, equal opportunity, suitability 
of programs and policies, and the 
normally accepted functions of a 
university as research, teaching 
and application of knowledge,” the 
Commission wrote in 1967.

The report goes on to state that 
these goals are more or less shared 
by many, if not most, institutions of 
higher education though the latter 
is “often neglected in practice or it 
remains in the area of lip-service.”

Rather, what the Commission 
said distinguishes a university is not 
so much the degree of its endorse-
ment of broad goals of higher educa-
tion, but the nature of its more spe-
cific aims, resulting from its historical 
development, location and hopes for 
the future shaping its particular pur-
poses and individual goals.

“In summary it is clear that the 
urban university is an evolving 

institution,” states page 34 of the 
Commission report. “It must, if it 
is to serve the new role so necessary 
in a metropolitan society, be re-
sponsive to mass higher education 
needs and it must educate for fuller 
participation in the urban world. 
While providing for specialization, 
this university must also educate 
for diversity.”

The rally of Black VCU Speaks 
does not sound so different from 
the 48-year-old document.

“We understand change can-
not be created overnight and this 
is only the beginning. Virginia 
Commonwealth University prides 
itself in being all about embracing 
diversity; Virginia Commonwealth  
University says it is about its stu-
dents. Let’s see it, and take action 
now,” concluded the students who 
penned the letter to university ad-
ministration outlining their de-
mands for action last week.

And the authors of the Wayne 
Commission’s 1967 report would 
probably be proud of the response by 
administration and senior leadership 
now at the helm of the university.

“We’re a learning community 
and that means that faculty and ad-
ministration are learning too,” said 
Kevin Allison, the senior assistant 
to Rao. “I think part of the dia-
logue was as the students indicated 
— certain changes are not going to 
occur overnight. But they also want 
to understand action — what is go-
ing to occur.”

Allison said he thinks part of 
the problem is a failure on behalf 
of the university to communicate 
what has already been done to al-

ready to address some of the issues 
the students raised.

“Does more work need to be 
done? Yes. Has some work been 
done? Yes,” Allison said. “What this 
opportunity provides is to gain clar-
ity and another voice, in terms of 
continuous opportunities to support 
the development of our community.”

In light of the demonstration in 
the Compass last week, Rao sent an 
email to the VCU community an-
nouncing a Diversity and Inclusion 
forum on Wednesday, Nov. 18 at 
12 p.m. in the Student Commons, 
Richmond Salons 3 and 4.

Allison said the specifics of the 
forum are still in planning, al-
though Rao will deliver remarks 
and the majority of the president’s 
cabinet and some Board of Visitors 
members will be in attendance.

“The ways our students have 
been going about doing this is en-
couraging, positive and necessary,” 
said Aashir Nasim, the inaugural 

director of the Institute for Inclu-
sion, Inquiry and Innovation at 
VCU (iCubed). “When students 
are coming to faculty, staff, admin-
istration — they’re saying ‘these are 
the things we’ve realized and these 
are the things having a negative 
impact on us, these are the things 
we need to change’ — and yes, they 
do need to change.”

One of those necessities is the 
students’ demand for increases in 
black faculty. Nasim said that while 
he doesn’t think there’s a “magic 
number” in terms of faculty, there 
is a need for improvement in the 
numbers at the university.

“And we know why,” Nasim 
said. “We know faculty are exem-
plary in their teaching, research 
and service, but they also provide 
a role in mentoring students and 
bringing diverse perspectives and 
communities of knowledge to 
the classroom. Faculty, particu-
larly those from underrepresented 
groups, contribute to that in sig-
nificant and meaningful ways.”

Nasim’s institution resides under 
the office of the provost and was es-
tablished in July of this year. iCubed 
aims to promote diversity and inclu-
sion through strategic investment in 
academic programs and focus on the 
welfare of urban populations.

Nasim said that while there have 
been a number of different univer-
sity initiatives to better address 
diversity in the past, the degree to 
which they’ve been coordinated or 
fully integrated is questionable.

In the past year, at least, Nasim 
said he thinks this the university’s 
approach has begun to change 

from addressing “cosmetic diver-
sity” — attempts to perhaps look 
more diverse than the institution 
actually is — to addressing ways 
that inclusion has a meaningful 
impact for students and the sur-
rounding community.

Furthermore, Nasim said the 
university is beginning to shift 
from being reactive in the wake of 
certain events, to engaging in pro-
active and holistic measures.

“That’s a fundamental and 
structural change,” Nasim said.  
“The leadership has been there, but 
the focus is now renewed for us to 
match our words with our actions,” 
he said.

But for some students, the uni-
versity’s actions still ring hollow. 
Student Attalah Shabazz said 
some, if not all, students feel that 
administration and senior leader-
ship, including Allison from the 
president’s leadership team, showed 
up at last Wednesday’s demonstra-
tion in the Compass to “save face.”

Another administrator who made 
an appearance in the Compass was 
Wanda Mitchell, VCU’s vice presi-
dent for Inclusive Excellence.

“For me, it’s looking at the cli-
mate,” Mitchell said. “We’re here 
to really advance student success 
and if the climate and intergroup 
relations don’t promote that, we 
need to take a serious look at that, 
and I think we can expedite and do 
that more in form now because of 
some of the things articulated dur-
ing the session (at Rao’s office) and 
the rally they had.”

Mitchell said several of the de-
mands brought forth by the stu-
dents are priorities for her, and one 

thing her division is specifically 
looking at is the need for increased 
cultural competency initiatives.

According to Mitchell, on Nov. 
2, the president’s cabinet endorsed 
“inclusion and equity training,” 
and she hopes to implement the 
measure in the spring semester. 
Mitchell said 60 campus members 
completed similar training in June 
of this year, and she hopes to ad-
vance that.

“One young lady gave me her 
sign,” Mitchell said of her presence 
at the Compass last week. “I think 
it said, ‘Do I offend you because of 
my blackness?’ and I held that sign 
the whole time. I commend the 
students for their action, and we’re 
doing the work, but to have another 
perspective on better ways of do-
ing that work — I always welcome 
that,” Mitchell said.

For other university figures, 
their presence last Wednesday pro-
duced more visible tension. One 
student questioned VCU Police 

Chief John Venuti on what she per-
ceived to be a strong police pres-
ence at the demonstration because 
the group was predominantly peo-
ple of color.

Venuti said the factor driving 
any amount of police presence is 
the number of people at an event 
and the VCU PD show up to en-
sure the opportunity to exercise 
free speech.

But tension increased as mem-
bers of the crowd responded with 
fury as Venuti answered a ques-
tion from the crowd in a response 
which allegedly included the 
words “you people.”

“You people?” one student 
screamed as she broke down in tears 
and students rushed to console her. 
“We’re here talking about this and 
you’re going to say ‘you people?’”

“We didn’t ask (Venuti) to come 
here,” said student Angelique 
Scott. “He may not have meant to 
use that type of word choice, but it 
just goes to show that there’s a lot 
of subconscious institutionalized 
racism and a lot of work that we 
need to do about it.”

Venuti said in an interview on 
Friday that his word choice under-
mined his message.

“I want everyone at VCU to 
know my true intent was to try and 
move that conversation forward, 
not backward,” Venuti said. “What 
I said, I said with no disrespect, 
with no intent to marginalize, my 
purpose wasn’t to demean or insult 
anyone.”

Venuti acknowledged his role as 
a leader and role model on campus 
and claimed full responsibility for 
his words and actions.

Venuti said he personally at-
tended the event because he want-
ed to build trust and collaboration 
with the students raising those is-
sues, and can and is willing to help 
with those initiatives. He added 
that every police department in the 
current political climate should be 
spending their time regaining the 
trust and partnership of the com-
munity because it’s been fractured 
“clear across the country.”

“For the students whose trust in 
me has diminished or been lost, I’ll 
work tirelessly to regain that trust,” 
Venuti said, “I wasn’t ordered to be 
there, I was there because I wanted 
to be there.”

The Chief added that the VCU 
PD have been attempting to make 
strides in hearing out the needs of 
students on campus. The depart-
ment has held multiple listening 
sessions, some alongside the Rich-
mond police.

“I create that open-forum struc-
ture so members of the community 
could tell me the issues that are im-
portant,” Venuti said, adding that 
the low turnout doesn’t change 
his dedication to hearing what the 
community has to say. “I’m there, 
I’ll listen whether it’s two students 
or 100,” Venuti said.

But in order for the community 
to trust what they hear, the organi-
zation must be transparent, Venuti 
added. To help increase this aspect 
of the force, officers now wear body 
cameras, which they began using at 
the beginning of this year.

Venuti said last year he was a 
guest lecturer for a class at VCU 
on Ferguson following the death 
of Michael Brown. He said his 
lecture lasted more than twice the 
length it was planned to, and he 
later offered the class an opportu-
nity to use the police department’s 
firearms simulator.

“I think it was a really good ex-
perience for that class,” Venuti said, 
explaining how his department has 
significantly reduced its use of force 
since he took the helm in 2010.

Furthermore, Venuti, Allison, 
Mitchell and Nasim all stressed 
the importance of listening to the 
student voice and that black lives 
do matter.

“Black Lives Matter, in terms 
of a movement, is at a pivotal mo-
ment,” said Ashleigh Shackleford, 
a student studying business admin-
istration, “It’s important that we 
challenge institutions to center us 
in their initiatives, their funding, 
their decision making and repre-
sentation,” Shackleford said during 
the sit-in at Rao’s office last week.

Shackleford stressed the impor-
tance of challenging the system to 
enact change.

“Change is not easy — for the 
nation, much less a university, but 
it’s necessary,” Nasim said. “For 
our students to exhibit this cour-
age, self agency, to want to produce 
change at VCU, Mizzou, Yale, 
Berkley — that speaks volumes 
about their integrity, resilience.”

The authors of the Wayne Com-
mission’s report, decades later, 
would likely agree.

“In addition to an increase in the 
number of opportunities, a new fo-
cus in higher education is needed,” 
states the introduction to the docu-
ment that would establish VCU. 
“Rarely has any university been ac-
corded a more timely opportunity 
to confront on an intellectual and 
practical level the social environ-
ment which surrounds it.”

Administration responds
to Black VCU Speaks

Students stood in solidarity with their peers at Mizzou in the Compass last Wednesday.

VCU PD chief John Venuti and Wanda Mitchell also attended 
the demonstration in the Compass on Wednesday.

Student leaders and activists held a sit-in at president Rao’s 
office on Thursday to make demands of VCU administration.
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“ The thousands I’ll save  
from graduating in  
4 years will kickstart  
my small business and  
my career.”
– Brian O’Loughlin

*  Estimated savings based on 
a 120-credit-hour program 
with standard tuition and fees, 
books/supplies, room, board, 
miscellaneous and transporta-
tion expenses and graduating 
in four years instead of six

SAVE UP TO $50,000.*
dothemath.vcu.edu
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ADVERTISEMENT

MEGAN CORSANO
Contributing Writer

MAURA MAZUROWSKI
News  Editor

On Nov. 2, the first ethnic stud-
ies organization in the United States 
moved its headquarters to VCU.

The National Association for 
Ethnic Studies (NAES), founded 
in 1972, is a national nonprofit that 
works to remind young minorities 
of the importance of their role in 
today’s multicultural society. 

Now located within the politi-
cal science department in the Col-
lege of Humanities and Sciences, 
NAES will give students multiple 
opportunities to get involved in 
NAES activities and scholarships. 

According to the NAES web-
site, it is the nonprofit’s goal to 
challenge paradigms that system-
atically marginalize the experienc-
es of diverse populations, both na-
tionally and internationally. NAES 
members are also committed to 
educating students about cultural 
and ethnic backgrounds.

Ravi Perry, an associate professor 
in the Department of Political Sci-
ence, recently became the president 
for the NAES Board of Directors. 

“Ethnic studies is integral to 
liberal education and global prog-
ress, and equal justice for all,” 
Perry said in a press release. “We 
believe these goals fit well with 
VCU’s mission and we’re excited 
about our future.”

According to Perry, VCU is 
an “institution on the move”. 
Among the 31,163 students that 
make up the VCU student body, 
108 countries are represented, 
including Saudi Arabia, India, 
China and Kuwait. 

As of fall 2014, 40 percent of the 
VCU population are students of 
color. In comparison to other major 
Virginia universities, like Virginia 
Tech, University of Virginia, the 
College of William and Mary and 
James Madison University, VCU 
has the most diverse student body. 

In 2014, these universities had 
23 percent, 26 percent, 27 percent 
and 17 percent of their popula-
tion made up of students of color, 
respectively. With its urban loca-
tion and commitment to inclusion, 

Perry said he believes that NAES 
will develop steadily at VCU.

Deidre Condit, associate profes-
sor and chair of political science, 
said NAES will strengthen the 
political science program’s commit-
ment to interdisciplinary education.

“It is an exciting and historic 
moment in VCU’s growing com-
mitment to inclusive education, 
scholarship and community en-
gagement, as the addition of both 
Dr. Perry and the NAES clearly 
demonstrates,” Condit said.

Since 1972, NAES has worked 
to raise awareness of the concerns 
of underrepresented minorities 
and provide a platform for these 
concerns to be talked about in an 
academic setting. A main goal 
of the organization is to ensure a 
more equal curriculum in schools 
across the nation in hopes to pro-
vide minority groups a chance to 
learn about their own history and 
culture as well.

Students interested in getting 
involved with the program are able 
to apply for access to the confer-
ence, as well as for various awards 
the association offers undergradu-
ates for their research pertaining to 
relevant topics.

“We always have plenty of on-
going projects for students to get 
involved with,” Perry said. “There 
are many volunteer opportunities 
for students to help our organiza-
tion advance its mission.”

The program’s main event is an 
annual conference where scholars, 
students, activists and anyone else 
interested in engaging in cultural 
reform come together to share 
ideas, form dialogues, view films 
and present research on different 
aspects relating to ethnic studies 
and the improvement of race rela-
tions. The next conference will be 
held this spring at the University 
of Arizona.

“It is an excellent way for stu-
dents to participate in an inter-
disciplinary forum,” Perry said.  
“It serves as a place to get audi-
ence engagement and feedback 
on your work as well as present-
ing research, gaining support, and 
forming connections.”

National Association for 
Ethnic Studies comes to VCU

University holds first 
homecoming tailgate
MATT LEONARD
Managing Editor 

This year’s homecoming week week was one of firsts: the first 
homecoming held in the fall and the first homecoming tailgate 
before the men’s basketball game.

The week’s festivities started on Nov. 8 with a homecoming kick 
off in the student commons and continued with events every day.

Last Thursday Richmond Coliseum hosted Ram Fest, which 
featured JMSN, Bad Rabbits, Rae Sremmurd and PARTYNEXT-
DOOR.

But the festivities were all building toward the basketball games 
on Friday. For the first time Harrison and Marshall Streets were 
shut down before the men’s game to host a tailgating event with 
food and beer trucks, and live entertainment.

Once the game started a jumbotron was raised on Harrison 
Street that streamed the game live as VCU defeated Prairie View 
A&M University.

VCU hosted its first homecoming tailgate 
from 4-7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 13.

Students and alumni from a variety of organiza-
tions attended the tailgate to show their support.

Students grilled under their tent set up next to the Stu 
before the homecoming game.

Top:

Spirited VCU fans brought 
their granddaughters to the 
tailgate to partake in the 
family-friendly activities.

Right:

A student plays cornhole on 
Marshall street before the 
basketball game tipped off.
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Stat of the Week  
VCU basketball benefited from the 
67th consecutive sellout at the Siegel 
center in the win against Prarie View. 

MARCUS BLACKWELL
Staff Writer

The VCU Lady Rams soccer 
season came to a close this past 
week, after falling to the Univer-
sity of Fordham in the Atlantic 10 
Championship Quarterfinals. Af-
ter a slow start to the season, the 
Rams were able to find a groove 
as the year progressed, making 
for another solid year, with their 
conference win total marking the 
highest it’s been since the arrival 
of head coach Lindsey Vander-
spiegel.

The Rams took the field 
against Fordham, in what was 
a hard fought game on both 
ends. The Rams controlled the 
game early, having possession 
for much of the start of the first 
half. Freshmen Kelly Graves 
and Julia Suarez both got two 
shot attempts within the first 10 
minutes that went awry. 

Shortly following Suarez’s at-
tempt, Fordham’s Brooke Salmon 
got loose in the box for one of the 
few good looks of the game and 

put the ball in the back of the 
net to give Fordham a 1-0 lead.  
Senior midfielder Sharon Wojcik, 
came close to tying the game 
before the half, but her shot hit 
the crossbar.

The second half was a defensive 
battle, with neither team being 
able to find openings to put a 
point on the board. VCU was suc-
cessful in consistently moving the 
ball into Fordham territory, but 
were unable to get the ball to the 
back of the net. Fordham came 
close to making the advantage 
2-0, but Emma Kruse recorded 
one of her two saves of the game, 
leaving the door open for a come-
back opportunity. 

The game ended 1-0. VCU 
fought hard throughout but 
Fordham’s defense, who had only 
allowed two goals in the past four 
games, turned out to be too much 
for the Lady Rams. 

With the season ending, the 
Rams competed well in the A-10 
and ended up coming together as 
a team. After losing six of their 
first seven games, conference play 

turned the season around with 
a five game winning streak and 
taking six of their nine matches in 
October.

The team’s most impressive vic-
tory came in late September, with 
a 6-0 win against Mount Saint 
Mary’s University.

Senior Gabby Dyer’s career at 
VCU is over, but she said she feels 
that the memories will stay with 
the graduating senior class forever. 

“I’m thankful for the commu-
nity and the platform as a student 
athlete, and all of the opportu-
nities that we have had here a 
VCU,” Dyer said.

With another year coming to 
a close, VCU looks toward the 
future of the team, which will 
have new on field leadership as 
graduating senior Sharon Wojcik 
moves on.

“I’m going to miss playing un-
der the lights at Sports Backers,” 
Wojcik said. “Nothing for me will 
beat that level of energy, vibe and 
spirit that comes from playing in 
front of the amazing home crowd. 
I will miss it.”

Like Boyz II Men ’91 classic, women’s soccer reaches end of the road

Basketball
opens 
season 
with a
dominant
win at
the Stu
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Junior Burgess finished with 
nine points and four rebounds in 
Friday’s win. 

Will Wade recorded his first win as VCU’s head coach. The Rams take on Radford on Monday.

“We were better in the first 
half,” Wade said. “I took the press 
off in the second half. When I did 
that it took away some aggres-
sion, it took away some of what 
made us good in the first half, but 
it was a better defensive effort. 
Even though we won on the glass, 
I didn’t think we were as good as 
we could have been on the glass 
either, so we gave up way too 
many second chance points.”

The Rams closed out the 
game by outscoring the Panthers 
15-4 to f inish the game with a 
75-50 victory. 

“We did a nice job on our of-
fensive glass,” Wade said. “Of 
course we missed a lot of threes, 
so that allows you to get some of-
fensive rebounds.” 

The Rams as a team were 7-23, 
shooting 30 percent from 3-point-
range. The Rams shot a little over 
42 percent overall as a team and 
were 12-18 in free throws, a great 
improvement in that department. 

“We did a nice job on our of-
fensive glass, but we didn’t do a 
good enough job blocking them 
out,” Wade said. “We had, I think 
five or six really good defensive 
possessions, we just didn’t finish 
it with rebounds.” 

Johnson led the starters in 
scoring with 13 points, and junior 
guard Doug Brooks came off the 
bench and also added 13 points for 
the Rams. Tillman managed an 
additional 10 points for the Rams. 

“My goal is just to help the team 
out in any way possible,” Tillman 
said, “offensively or defensively.” 

With the win, the Rams begin 
their season with a record of 1-0. 
They are one of eight teams in the 
Atlantic 10 to begin their season 
with a win. Their next game will 
be at home in the Siegel Center 
on Monday night against Radford 
University, which will be the sec-
ond game of the 2k Classic.

“It’s good,” Wade said. “Right 
on to the next one, but Radford’s 
going to be better than them. So 
we have to be better than we were 
tonight and obviously next Friday 
will be a pretty tough challenge.”

On Nov. 20, the Rams will 
face off against Duke University, 
the defending national champi-
ons, at Madison Square Garden. 

“We’ve got to focus on our-
selves,” Wade said. “Get better 
and I’ve got to coach our team 
well and coach our team better.”

—continued from page 1

FADEL ALLASSAN 
Staff Writer

The No. 8 seeded VCU men’s 
soccer team was defeated by 
the University of Dayton in the 
Atlantic 10 Championship final 
on Nov. 15 in Fairfax, Virginia, 
after defeating No. 1 seeded 
George Washington University 
and No. 5 Fordham University. 

After going into the halftime 
break down by a goal, VCU con-
ceded three second-half goals 
and scored a consolation goal 
through freshman midfielder 
Dakota Barnathan. The goal 
wasn’t enough to stop the the 
A-10 championship from slip-

ping from the Rams fingertips.
A day earlier, two Rams 

butted heads in the semifinals 
of the Atlantic 10 Tournament 
when VCU upset the Fordham 
University Rams on Saturday in 
Fairfax, Virginia. The win gave 
VCU the chance to play in the 
A-10 Championship game for 
the first time since 2012.

“It was a gritty, hard-fought 
win against a good and ex-
tremely well-coached Fordham 
team. I was disappointed in our 
ability at the end of the game 
to kill it out against a team 
that was throwing everything 
forward,” said VCU head coach 
Dave Giffard. “But to be fair 

to the players, we have a ton of 
new guys in the lineup and we 
haven’t been in that situation yet 
this year.”

The Rams defeated last year’s 
A-10 Champions with a goal 
from sophomore midfielder 
Rafael Andre Santos late in 
the first half. Santos, a Brazil 
native, fired in his goal from 20 
yards out and VCU held onto 
the lead to continue its run in 
the conference tournament. 

The run, which began on 
Nov. 12, saw the Rams defeat 
the George Washington with 
a goal from Santos, redshirt 
sophomore midfielder Luc Fat-
ton and two goals from junior 

forward Jorge Herranz.
Against Fordham, the Rams 

looked to get an early lead when 
sophomore forward Ivan Sakou’s 
shot in the 10th minute was 
tipped over the goal by Fordham 
goalkeeper, Rashid Nuhu. 

Decent chances were far and 
few in the first half after Sakou’s 
opportunity, until the 37th 
minute when Fordham’s Janos 
Loebe sailed a shot high over 
the net. 

VCU sophomore goalkeeper 
Pierre Gardan, who had four 
saves in the match, managed to 
keep a clean sheet for the Rams.

With less than a minute re-
maining in the first half, Santos 

powered his shot to the back of 
Nuhu’s net to take the Rams to 
the break with a 1-0 advantage. 

The Rams held their breath 
when, seven minutes after the 
halftime break, sophomore 
defender R.J. Roberts had to 
clear the ball from the goal line 
to preserve VCU’s lead.

Nine minutes later, Gardan 
saved a shot from Fordham’s 
Eric Ohlendorf. With 11 min-
utes remaining for the Fordham 
Rams to salvage the game, a 
corner kick against VCU cre-
ated chaos in the penalty box 
and again VCU held its breath 
until the ball was cleared out of 
danger to preserve a clean sheet, 

the VCU Rams’ second of the 
tournament. 

VCU resisted pressure from 
its New York based counter-
parts to secure a berth to the 
championship game, in which 
they lost to Dayton on Sunday.

Giffard hopes the experi-
ence of struggling to grind 
out a tough win would prove 
a learning curve for the Rams 
game against Dayton. However, 
the opportunity to defend a lead 
never came for VCU.

Men’s soccer Cinderella story comes up short 

Junior midfielder Tori Burress (27) recorded three goals and two assissts for the Rams this season. 
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MALINKA WALTERS
Contributing Writer

The women’s basketball team 
competed in its first game of the 
season Friday morning at the 
Siegel Center against Coppin State 
University, defeating the visiting 
Bald Eagles 73-42. 

It was Education Day at the 
Stu and nearly 2,300 fans, the 
majority being elementary school 
children, came out to support the 
Lady Rams and participate in 
shooting contests and relays on the 
court between the new 10-minute 
quarters. 

“It was a lot of fun. We had 
a lot of fun out there, I mean it’s 
always fun winning, but we have 
a lot of kids that look up to us, 
it’s always fun,” said junior guard 
Keira Robinson. 

Alongside Robinson, senior 
Adaeze Alaeze, juniors Chadarryl 
Clay, Camille Calhoun and Ashley 
Pegram started off on the court. 
The Rams came out strong and 
aggressive during the first quarter 
of the game, hitting 50 percent 

of their shots (8 out of 16) and 
forcing seven turnovers against the 
Eagles causing a booming lead of 
25-6 with a closed out 14-0 run for 
VCU. 

The Lady Rams controlled the 
pace early as they started off with a 
full-court press. 

“We talked about the point of 
emphasis for us is to dictate the 
tempo and obviously our pressing 
allows us to do that,” said head 
coach Beth O’Boyle. “I think our 
players, their athleticism, their 
energy, it really comes out when 
we are up pressing.” 

Pegram led three Rams in 
double figures as she had 13 
points. Her active energy brought 
out buckets for Clay and Robinson 
as they reached double digits as 
well to add on to the scoreboard. 
Robinson also contributed with 
seven assists, six rebounds and 
three steals in an all-around effort. 

Sophmore forward Curteeona 
Brelove made a comeback after 
being injured most of last season 
with a recorded career-best eight 
points and 10 rebounds in 14 min-

utes off the bench for the Rams. 
VCU used a balanced attack to roll 
the Eagles. Nine Rams recorded at 
least one bucket and seven players 
scored at least seven points. 

“We did a good job of sharing 
the ball and also, I think especially 
in the first half, we were moving 
the ball so well getting that little 
inside out and pulled them out of 
their zone,” O’Boyle said. “That’s 
something obviously you’re obvi-
ously trying to do and credit to 
our players I think they bonded to 
what the game plan was, but then 
the next step to that is to go out 
and to execute and today they did a 
great job.”

VCU ended with a 56-29 
advantage on the glass. The Rams 
also turned 22 Coppin turnovers 
into 26 points. The Rams out-
scored the Eagles in the paint 
36-20 and 22-3 on second chance 
opportunities. 

VCU will head to New Ro-
chelle, New York to take on Iona 
on Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 7 p.m.

ERIKA ROBINSON
Contributing Writer

As the season nears its end, 
the women’s volleyball team 
played three games over the 
course of six days, with two of 
the games being on the road. A 
strong team effort, solid hitting 
and defense helped the Rams go 
2-1 during the week.

The Rams started their 
journey on Nov. 6, when they 
traveled to Pittsburgh to take 
on Duquesne University; the 
Rams won the match 3-1. After 
dropping the first set (25-1), the 
Rams regrouped to come back 
with convincing wins in the next 
three sets, (25-14), (25-16) and 
(25-19). 

The match was a team effort. 
Senior outside hitter, Kalah 
Jones led the team with 17 
kills and seven digs. Freshman 
middle blocker and Atlantic 
10 Co-Defensive Player of the 
Week Tori Baldwin added six 
kills and a game high seven 
blocks. Freshman outside hit-
ter Sahbria McLetchie ended 

the match with 16 kills and six 
digs. Sophomore libero Re-
bekah Strange helped set-up her 
teammates for kills by digging a 
game-high 21 balls.

On Nov. 8, the Rams traveled 
to Philadelphia to take on La 
Salle University; the Rams won 
the match 3-0. Again, teamwork 
gave the Rams the competitive 
advantage. The Rams won two 
close sets (25-20), (25-22) and 
the last set (25-15). Freshman 
setter Indigo Thompson had 31 
assists. 

 Once more, Kalah Jones had 
a game high with 15 kills and 
she added three digs. Sahbria 
McLetchie was right behind 
Jones with 14 kills and six digs. 
The Rams defense also helped 
the team overtake La Salle. 
Rebekah Strange contributed 
11 digs. Tori Baldwin added 5 
blocks for the Rams.

The Rams finished the week 
at home against the University 
of Maryland Eastern Shore 
(UMES) on November 11. 
The Rams fell to UMES 3-1, 
winning the first set 25-16, and 

losing the next three in close sets 
(25-21), (25-20) and (25-22). 

Kalah Jones continued her 
solid game play with 13 kills. 
McLetchie also added 12 kills 
and 9 digs. Baldwin had six 
blocks and accounted for two 
solo blocks. Strange added a 
game high 22 digs, however, the 
Rams strong defense was not 
enough to overcome UMES’s 
strong hitting from freshman 
outside hitter Lucia Babic, who 
had a game high 14 kills and 16 
digs. UMES was also helped by 
another freshman outside hitter, 
Zuzana Ondruskova, who regis-
tered 12 kills and 14 digs. 

The loss to UMES snapped 
the Rams’ five-game winning 
streak.  Before the loss, the 
Rams had previously won the 
last seven of eight games. The 
Rams hope to bounce back as 
they finish the regular season 
with two final home games. The 
A-10 tournament begins Nov. 20 
in Washington D.C. The Rams 
are currently ranked sixth in the 
conference. 

Lady Rams school Coppin 
State on Education Day 
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Sophomore Curteeona Brelove 
scored eight points in 14 minutes. Volleyball closing in on A-10 tourney

VCU volleyball sits at 14-15 and 8-5 in the conference. 
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Winners will be announced at 
the National College Media Convention, 
Oct. 28 – Nov. 1 in Austin, Texas. 

INK MAGAZINE 
is a finalist for  
the Best Magazine Cover 
Pinnacle Award 
from the College Media 
Association.

Look out for our newsletter in November to find out if we won!

ADVERTISEMENT
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in 2001, the first Harry Potter film has 
a wildly sucessful premier in theaters.

On this day

Monday, November 16, 2015www.commonwealthtimes.org

DANI BROWN
Contributing Writer

A local production explores 
the psyche of a man’s obsession 
with horses and the effects he has 
on his doctor in Peter Schaffer’s 
classic “Equus.”

Cadence Theatre Company’s 
collaborative performance with 
VCU Dance and Amaranth 
Contemporary Dance Company 
explores the turbulent relation-
ship between Dr. Dysart and his 
patient, Alan Strang, through 
voice, sound, graphics and chore-
ography.

Psychiatrists work to delve 
into their patients’ minds and 
pull out the fragments that keep 
them from aligning with societal 
norms. But what happens when 
the doctor delves too deep and 
finds himself almost becoming 
the patient?

A jaded and exhausted psy-
chiatrist, the character of Dr. 
Dysart thought he had seen 
everything in treating child pa-
tients at the Rockeby Psychiatric 
Hospital in Southern England. 
When Hesther, a social worker 
and colleague, begs to bring him 
a new patient, Dysart brushes off 
the notion until she tells him the 
patient has been apprehended for 
disfiguring six horses. 

As Dysart explores 17-year-
old Alan Strang’s madness, he 
learns that Strang actually has a 
sexual, even religious, obsession 
with horses plaguing his every 
thought. As the doctor’s relation-
ship with Strang spirals deeper 
into the crevices of the teenager’s 
psyche, Dysart does not know if 
he can bring both himself and 
Strang to the light, or decide if 

he even wants to.
“Dysart talks about Alan 

galloping. He wonders if he has 
ever ‘galloped’ in his own life,” 
said Anna Johnson, the show’s 
director. “For me, this is one of 
the most important messages in 
his play.” 

What separates this rendition 
of “Equus” from others is the 
incorporation of choreography 
guiding the audience through the 
story. Johnson and choreographer 

Scott Putman utilize the en-
semble like a chorus, substituting 
voice with dance to enhance the 
story.

“I find a lot of beautiful 
symbolism in Scott’s choreogra-
phy, and for me, this play is very 
dream-like,” Johnson said. “In-
corporating color, video, sound 
and movement helps tell the 
story on a meaningful and deeper 
level. Often, we are flooded with 
imagery in our dreams.”

The play opens with the 
chorus entering the stage wear-
ing horse headpieces, and as the 
show goes on, the chorus acts 
to connect and enhance Strang’s 
thoughts and dreams.

Even when the stage is full, 

dancers Matt Shofner, Evan 
Nasteff, Charley Raintree, Kevin 
Carroll, Steele Goldman and 
Jamar Jones effortlessly maneuver 
their way around the small space.

“Movement is able to cre-
ate a bridge in an imagistic way 
that helps an audience digest 
the beautiful language and story 
that is ‘Equus,’” Putman said. 
“We felt movement throughout 
the work would be a wonderful 
way of escorting the audience 
into and out of the reality and 
suspended reality that exists 
throughout the work.”

Cadence Theatre Com-
pany has spent more than a year 
working on the production and 
searched diligently for the right 
actors.

David Bridgewater takes the 
more than dynamic role of Dr. 
Dysart, breaks him down, and 
presents a character that makes 
the audience feel like they are 
observing and communicating to 
Alan through him. 

Jacob Pennington devotes 
every ounce of his being to por-
traying the tortured Alan Strang, 
which should sound exhausting, 
but by the end of the show the 
audience feels as if that is the 
only way to ensure the character 
is given meaning.

Every minute he is on stage 
Pennington wrenches and jerks 
the audience from one tortured 
part of his past to another 
twisted part of his psyche, push-
ing them harder and deeper into 
his pit of insanity. 

Although playing the more 
static character of Hesther, who 
is in the midst of a tumultuous 
situation, Jessi Johnson right-
fully takes her place as a standout 

performance. Her precise focus 
on Hesther’s calm demeanor foils  
the two lead characters.

Lauren Leinhaas-Cook and 
Larry Cook give praisewor-
thy performances as Dora and 
Frank Strang, Alan’s parents, 
and McLean Jesse is exemplary 
as Jill, a young girl interested in 
Alan. 

Sound designers Ryan Jones 
and Robbie Kinter create an 
intricate score that moves and 
connects the play alongside 
the dancers and actors. All of 
the movement on the stage is 
enhanced by a brilliant lighting 
design thanks to Weston Corey. 

Rich Mason’s minimal yet 
multipurpose set expands the 
audience’s view of the usually 
small space of the Theatre Gym. 
However, the true distinguishing 
factor is thanks to lighting and 
projections designers Michael 
Jarett and Joey Elswick.

Contrary to the idea of too 
much technology distracting 
an audience from the plot, the 
production team’s incorporation 
tastefully heightens the show’s 
distinct vision, as well as shad-
owing the actors in the scenes 
that require nudity.

“The message of hope and 
potential for change is really im-
portant for me,” Putman said. “It 
is a powerful statement to present 
the notion that we can address 
our current standing or predica-
ment in life and be able to face it 
with a self-reflective honesty and 
humility. No matter how difficult 
our situation is, there is a chance 
for healing.”

See “Equus” on stage until 
Nov. 28 at the Theatre Gym at 
Virginia Rep Center.

VCU Dance helps explore the human psyche in “Equus”

FADEL ALLASSAN
Staff Writer

Nature and urban exploration 
pair up with hip styles by “No 
Stone Collective,” a new clothing 
line launched earlier this month 
by a crew of VCU students.

In May, marketing major 
Brian O’Loughlin and busi-
ness management major Trevor 
Thacker, both seniors, saw the 
potential in creating an outdoor 
lifestyle clothing brand. Months 
later, they teamed up with junior 
communication arts major Sarah 
Butler and the three founded 
“No Stone Collective,” a brand 
targeting young people with an 
outdoor-oriented mentality.

Starting a business can be 
an unforgiving task, especially 
when coupled with attending a 
university. Despite this, the three 
students saw the opportunity to 
delve into a relatively uncharted 
market within the city.

“Richmond has a big outdoor-
enthusiast culture, but there’s 
not really a camping brand or 
outdoors brand that has more 
everyday street-wear. It’s all really 
serious outdoor explorer cloth-
ing,” Thacker said. “We’re trying 
to redefine the way people think 

of the word ‘explore’ and explor-
ing in general. You don’t have to 
be a professional to be an ex-
plorer, you just have to have that 
longing to be outside and a sense 
of adventure.”

A sense of adventure was 
enough to bring the three co-
founders together. They said they 
appreciate the challenge with 
venturing not only in the out-
doors, but in the vast wilderness 
of capitalism, and that has helped 
them turn an abstract idea into a 
concrete business. 

“The hardest part about doing 
something like this is to actually 
conceptualize what you’re trying 
to do,” O’Loughlin said. “It’s very 
easy to think about things on a 
broad scale, but when you actually 
pitch your idea it has to be very 
clear-cut what you’re doing.” 

While the busy schedule of a 
student may seem like it would 
slow down the process of en-
trepreneurship — with classes, 
homework and working part-time 
— the group actually attributes 
much of the success they’ve had 
to the fact they are college stu-
dents living in close proximity to 
other young, like-minded people. 

“To start up something like 
this it’s important to network and 

team up with as many people as 
possible, because trying to tackle 
something like this on your own 
can be intimidating,” Butler said.

Butler also said it can be diffi-
cult to balance the hours required 
for entrepreneurship with a hectic 
college schedule.

“It’s definitely been kind of a 
struggle to make the time and 
also try and have time for yourself 
to just relax,” Butler said. “There’s 
so many more things we could be 
doing if we weren’t in school, but 

school is also very important.”
While O’Loughlin and 

Thacker tackle the strategic as-
pect of enterprising, Butler acts as 
No Stone Collective’s art director. 
She creates the designs that dif-
ferentiate the brand’s look from 
that of other companies selling 
similar products.

For Butler, a graphic designer 
at the Student Media Center 
which houses the Commonwealth 
Times, inspiration for clothing 
can come from many aspect of 
nature.

One of the graphics she de-
signed on a T-shirt, inspired by 
Robert Frost’s famous poem “The 
Road Not Taken,” shows a trail 
that splits into two paths. An-
other displays a mountain range 
with the words “Elevate your 
standards” written underneath.

Butler says that many of her 
designs are inspired by tattoo 
imagery. She said this serves as 
a reflection of the city, consider-
ing Richmond has been ranked 
as the third most tattooed city in 
America.

The group had the chance to 
display their inventory at their 
soft grand-opening on Friday, 
Nov. 6 at RVA First Fridays, with 
an array of T-shirts and die-cut 
stickers on display for attendants.  
The group also recently launched 
their website, where visitors can 
purchase clothing and accessories.

www.nostonecollective.com

Students start business to promote exploration with style
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“No Stone Collective” had their soft grand-opening on Broad Street during First Friday.

Students Sarah Butler, Brian O’Loughlin and Trevor Thacker.

Actors David Bridgewater, playing Dr. Dysart, and Jacob Pen-
nington, as Alan Strang, embrace on stage. The two explore 
an intimate and complex relationship as the psychiatrist at-
tempts to navigate teenage Strang’s thoughts and abnormal 
obsessions.

Human trafficking prevention non-
profit teams up with VCU Cinema

WARNING SIGNS OF
SOMEONE BEING

TRAFFICKED

—continued from page 1

teens and young adults are lured 
into this lifestyle. 

“Mostly what’s happening is 
that traff ickers are looking for 
vulnerable people —  I quali-
fy that by saying that all of us 
have some sort of vulnerability 
that can be taken advantage of,” 
Woolf said. “Maybe that indi-
vidual seeks love or attention. 
Maybe they have f inancial is-
sues.”

The detective said the promise 
of money is especially attractive 
to college students. He recently 
had a case where a young woman 
lost an athletic scholarship and 
had to turn to this lifestyle in 
order to afford school. At f irst, 
the traff icker simply asked her to 
dance at a party in exchange for 
compensation.

“The next thing you know, 
he’s forcing her to engage in sex-
ual acts,” Woolf said. “The prob-
lem is that they don’t get to keep 
any of the money. The money 
goes back to the traff icker.”

There are many health issues 
linked to this lifestyle. Accord-
ing to Woolf, the average life ex-
pectancy of someone involved in 
human traff icking is seven years.

“The human body and brain is 
not programmed to understand 
commercial sex. Our brains 

don’t know how to interpret 
sex with strangers,” Woolf said. 
“The body starts to shut down.”

The core mission of the Just 
Ask program is providing the re-
sources and starting the conver-
sation so victims know where to 
turn once they realize they are in 
this situation. 

According to Woolf, the pro-
gram is working. Just last week, 
Woolf said a student at George 
Mason University reached out to 
him because she was being re-
cruited.

“And now, because she re-
ported it, we were able to put a 
stop to it,” Woolf said. 

Windhausen has high hopes 
for the upcoming PSA. She be-
lieves that VCU Cinema stu-
dents will make the new video 
even better than the one Just Ask 
is sharing now. 

“I think that we’ ll have bet-
ter visuals and just be able to 
get the message across in a more 
effective way and let it resonate 
more than just giving the facts,” 
Windhausen said. 

For more information on hu-
man traff icking in Virginia and 
how you can spot and prevent 
the issue, visit the Just Ask Pre-
vention Project website or the 
National Human Traff icking 
Resource Center. 

• Unexplained withdrawal from normal social activities

• Withdrawing from family

• Becoming more secretive

• Appearing more sexually promiscuous

• Radical changes in behavior

according to Detective Woolf

As Dysart 
explores 
17-year-old 

Alan Strang’s madness, 
he learns that Strang 
actually has a sexual, 
even religious, obsession 
with horses plaguing his 
every thought.
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what’s happening
program details, rates, and locations at recsports.vcu.edu 

ARC First Aid/CPR/AED
full certification course
[nov. 21, 9am – 3pm]

AHA CPR/AED/FA
[nov. 22 10am – 5pm]

 AFAA Personal  
Fitness Trainer
[nov. 20 – 22]

/recsportsvcu/VCURecSports

vcurecsports.
tumblr.com/recsportsvcu

/vcu_recsports/VCURecSports

wp.vcu.edu/
recsports/

VCU RecSports
ios/android app 

day cave
[sun, 11/21]

wilderness first aid 
[12/16 – 12/17]

wilderness first responder 
[Jan 8 – 15, 2016]

sea kayaking everglades 
national park  
[Jan 10 – 17, 2016]

Cary Street Gym
[wed, 11/25   6am – 4pm]
[thurs, 11/26 – sat, 11/28   Closed] 
[sun, 11/29  12pm –12am] 

MCV Campus Rec
[wed, 11/25   6am – 4pm]
[thurs, 11/26 – sat, 11/28   Closed] 
[sun, 11/29  12pm –10pm] 

Thanksgiving hours 

for a full listing of facility hours visit  recsports.vcu.edu/facilities/facility-hours/

FREE FILM SCREENING: GIRL RISING
Become inspired to make a difference. Join us as we celebrate

International Education Week and the Peace Corps’ Let Girls Learn
initiative with a special screening of Girl Rising, a film about

the impact of education for girls around the world.

Wednesday, November 18 • 7 to 9 p.m.
VCU Globe • 830 W. Grace St. • 1030J

peacecorps.gov/events
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TAYLOR KNIGHT
Contributing Writer

In an intersection between poli-
tics and art, a VCU student brought 
together some Virginia talent in an 
attempt to prevent a certain celebrity 
from reaching the White House.

Inspired by previous movements 
such as “Rock Against Reagan” and 
“Rock Against Bush,” Tristan Taylor 
invited musicians from all across 
Virginia to play together for a com-
mon cause: keeping Donald Trump 
from becoming the next President of 
the United States.

“I put together ‘Rock Against 
Trump’ because I wanted to get my 
friends, and Richmond in general, 
more civilly engaged. A lot of col-
lege kids aren’t registered to vote,” 
Taylor said. 

Of the 70 percent of Virginia’s 
population that is registered to vote, 
only 50 percent participated in the 
state’s 2014 elections as reported by 
the Virginia Department of Elec-

tions.
The first part of the event was a 

three-venue festival that started on 
Nov. 6. The first venue was at the 
DIY space (an empty indoor space 
to display independent art) called 
Our House. The following day mu-
sic began at Circle Thrift, and then 
carried over to another DIY space 
called Nowhere House. Local acts 
that played included Headlessman-
tis, Ashes, Slump, Trial Rights and 
Caterpillar Trap. The second day of 
the festival was the same day Trump 
hosted “Saturday Night Live.”

Taylor said that he chose DIY 
spaces to get a better youth turnout, 
and working in these spaces also 
makes it easier for Taylor to deal 
with shifting musician line-ups.

One of the musicians who played 
in the festival was Sexton Alexandra 
of the Richmond band Tribal Rites.

Alexandra said that, to her, the 
point of being involved with Rock 
Against Trump is to try and reveal 
how Trump isn’t a candidate who 
should be taken seriously.

“He’s a pathetic excuse for a 
Republican candidate, so why not 
make it a ‘pathetic’ excuse to throw a 
show against him,” Alexandra said.

There was a raucous atmosphere 
at the shows, with spilled beer in the 
mosh pits to yelled profanities about 
Trump from the crowd. Actions like 
this were exactly what the promot-
ers may have hoped for, as it seemed 
that participants came together in a 
space where they could exert their 
frustrations.

For this first festival, the profits 
were split up among the touring 
bands, venues and funds for the 
future, though Taylor says that 
the future profits will go towards 
funds that he believes work against 
Trump. 

Taylor hopes to add other forms 
of expression such as slam poetry 
and art shows to the “Rock Against 
Trump” movement as it gains more 
notoriety. The second and third 
parts of Taylor’s event will tentative-
ly take place in February and July of 
next year.

Virginia musicians “rock against” Donald 
Trump in a three part concert series
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Musicians perform at one of the “Rock Against Trump” events, intended to raise money and 
awareness to combat Donald Trump’s presidential campaign.



have more than 50 percent ap-
proval for the measure, accord-
ing to Pew Research Center. 
Legalization is supported by 
only 30 percent of the silent 
generation. His proposal of this 
bill definitely plays to his most 
devout followers, which are 
primarily young college students 
and strong liberal supporters.

But even if the measure 
has support, it should not 
be the focus of a country 
that is just starting to 
crawl out of a recession, 
dealing with multiple 
Middle Eastern quagmires 
and a system of gover-
nance that many citizens 
are disillusioned with due 
to inability to get things 
done.

Our society has become 
so distracted by miniscule 
things, like weed, that 
we become distracted and 
don’t focus on what we 
need to see happen. 

When talking about why 
marijuana needs to be le-
galized — or with his cur-
rent argument in Congress, 
why states should have the 
right to legalize, Sand-
ers stated, “In the United 

States we have 2.2 million people 
in jail today, more than any 
other country. And we’re spend-
ing about $80 billion a year to 
lock people up. We need major 
changes in our criminal justice 
system — including changes in 
drug laws.” 

While I agree that the prison 
system is in need of reform, 
I don’t think the legalization 

of weed is an appropriate step 
in the right direction. I would 
rather see marijuana brought 
down to an offense that results 
in just a simple f ine when caught 
with a certain amount or under 
the inf luence of the drug. Think 
of this proposition as a ticket for 
blazing up. 

While Sanders has a strong 
argument with making this a 

state right, I would much rather 
hear a presidential candidate 
speak on issues such as for-
eign policy than a recreational 
drug. Stop trying to please the 
masses, and instead try to focus 
on what’s right for America 
right now. Weed is not one of 
those things.

opinion — Monica Houston

It’s one thing to be told not to endeavor in the arts because there is 
no money in the profession, but it is another when you are black and 
being judged based on your race rather than your work.“ “
Quote of the week

Left behind by funding 

Weed legalization distracts from 
more legitimate legislation

Drones: necessary 
on the frontline

To the Editor:

 Earlier this year, President Obama underlined his commitment to an “all-of-the-above” energy policy and celebrat-
ed America’s dominance in oil and natural gas production. Virginia senators Mark Warner and Tim Kaine co-sponsored 
legislation to expand offshore energy development. With gasoline prices low and still dropping throughout the nation, it 
would be easy to believe that energy will continue to be affordable.  But experience tells us that’s unlikely.
 The cost of fuel matters to everyone who draws a paycheck or is trying to land a job. Our state is heavily reliant on 
affordable energy to fuel our very diverse transportation network, manufacturing and other drivers of this area’s econo-
my. It also supports job growth and brings a measure of economic security to middle-class families here. But as lawmak-
ers in Washington, D.C. tackle upcoming fiscal issues and reform of the nation’s tax code, the energy industry - especially 
oil and gas businesses- could be facing some serious financial challenges. And depend upon it, those challenges are 
ultimately going to impact the personal economies of Virginians and all Americans.
 Making the tax system simpler and fairer is a sound strategy, but efforts to close so-called loopholes in the cur-
rent code have included repeal of legitimate tax incentives that favor oil and gas companies. This would amount to a huge 
tax increase for the fossil energy industry that would likely result in higher fuel prices for businesses and consumers, 
cutbacks in jobs and capital investment and a slowdown in energy-reliant state economies such as ours.
 Now is not the time to single out U.S. energy producers for higher taxes as a means to raise revenue, stave off 
a fiscal crisis or as part of an overhaul of the tax code. Affordable energy fuels our economy and our legislators need to 
remember that as they take up these critical issues.

Sincerely,
Cornell Carter

Letter to the editor
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MONICA HOUSTON 
Opinion Editor 

Art can fall through the 
cracks somewhere between 
STEM curriculum and the focus 
on standardized tests. But its 
importance to the development 
of a culture — or individual — 
can’t be underestimated.

Some students are meant 
to be scientists, or sculptors or 
maybe some combination of the 
two, and our educational system 
should ref lect that. Race should 
not be an inhibiting factor on 
the path toward creating art. 

Black Art Student Empower-
ment, or B.A.S.E, at VCU is 
a new student organization on 
campus whose “purpose is to de-
velop potential, foster creativity, 
advance the awareness of Black 
artistic ability, preserve Black 
cultural heritage, and enhance 

the interactions among diverse 
groups in the community.” 

I decided to join this group 
because I see writing as my art 
and form of expression. Whether 
poetry or prose, the things I want 
people to hear are easier written 
than spoken. But people don’t just 
read my written words, they read 
words written by the hand of a 
black, educated woman.

I empathize with the artists 
who participate in B.A.S.E., 
because I can identify with people 
first seeing the color of your skin 
before recognizing your work. 
People don’t expect the things you 
do, say, write or draw to be in line 
with the “characteristics” of being 
black.

Most of the grievances from 
my peers were with their struggle 
to separate from, while also 
maintaing part of their identity 
with, the caste of a black artist. 
Some define themselves as being 

a “black artist” because they do 
black art work, while others try to 
separate the two by being an artist 
who happens to be black.

As individuals, we should 
be able to fall under multiple 
categories and not have to decide 
on whether one should predomi-
nate or give us leverage over, or 
hinder, another. It comes back to 
being taken seriously in the eyes 
of society.

When people say you can’t, 
your greatest mission should be 
to show them you can. It’s one 
thing to be told not to endeavor 
in the arts because there is no 
money in the profession, but it is 
another when you are black and 
being judged based on your race 
rather than your work.

B.A.S.E is on a mission to not 
only unite black artists, but all 
the departments in the School of 
the Arts. There is not much sup-
port from one department to the 

next nor is there support from 
teachers or staff. Many mem-
bers feel as though the necessary 
funding and support they need to 
succeed as artists are not ad-
equately provided by VCU.

Currently, funding for the arts 
and humanities programs is $250 
million a year, while funding for 
the National Science Foundation 
is around the $5 billion mark. 
According to Dosomething.org, 
music programs are constantly in 
danger of being cut from shrink-
ing school budgets even though 
science indicates that such 
programs actually help improve 
academics.

The No Child Left Behind 
Act in 2001 mandated “The 
Arts” — music, art, foreign 
language, etc. — as a core 
academic subject. New brain re-
search shows that not only does 
learning in music and theater 
correlate strongly with higher 

achievement in both math and 
reading, but it promotes creativ-
ity, social development, person-
ality adjustment and self-worth.

But The No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001 — the 
update of the 1965 Elementary 
& Secondary Education Act — 
expired in September 2007. In 
2010, the administration offered 
an introductory reauthorization 
proposal called the “Blueprint,” 
and is now administering a pro-
cess for states to receive waivers 
to remove much of the onerous 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
regulations in exchange for tak-
ing specif ic policy steps.

There are multiple organiza-
tions and campaigns attempting 
to bring back funding and pro-
grams to support the arts, and 
B.A.S.E at VCU is one of them.

The organization has stated 
that,  “B.A.S.E will support the 
connection between people and 

the arts, commit to the value of 
the inner city/surrounding VCU 
communities, provide space for 
ref lection upon and construc-
tive criticism of black art, be a 
catalyst for transformative ex-
periences through black art and 
empower and unify black artists 
across all of the departments in 
the School of the Arts.”

This black student organiza-
tion emphasizes the importance 
of being an artist and being 
acknowledged as such. Members 
come together to discuss the 
issues they face as black artists 
and how they wish to be seen as 
artists. The upcoming showcase 
themed “Justice or Else” on Nov. 
20, will be an extravagant event 
in attempt to connect artists to 
the community as well as show-
case the importance of funding 
arts programs in schools.

RACHAEL WOJCIECHOWSKI
Contributing Columnist

 Drones. The word strikes con-
troversy anywhere it’s brought up, 
whether due to the idea that it could 
open up a whole new world of sur-
veillance on America’s own citizens, 
or the ethics of using the technol-
ogy in warfare. In the wake of the 
Snowden debacle, I can’t help but 
wonder why there is a heightened 
fear of surveillance if the govern-
ment can already spy on us through 
our computers — why would they 
need to add drone operations to their 
capibilities?

 In regard to the military use of 
drones, we have opened up another 
Pandora’s box with weapons in much 
the same same way we did with 
nukes. They are an evil that has been 
unleashed into the world, and since 
we can’t take the technology back we 
need to keep them. Otherwise, we 
will only fall behind other countries’ 
advancements with the tool.

Already, other countries have 
been doubling and tripling the 
amount of drones at their disposal, 
with numbers ranging from a little 
over ten in the United Kingdom to 
an unknown, possibly, huge number 
in China and Russia. While China 
may not be a current threat, Russia 
certainly is despite promises from 
presidential candidate Donald 
Trump to become buddies with 
Putin if he becomes President.

Considering the Russian invasion 
in Ukraine, while the U.S. was busy 

celebrating the Winter Olympics, 
and the state’s consequent and con-
tinueous expansion since, the U.S. 
needs to be weary of Putin’s foreign 
policy endgame. It is frightening to 
think the Russians could have doz-
ens of drones at their disposal, ready 
to make attacks on U.S. soil. 

 One of the major issues with 
drone use, other than their ac-
tual existence, is the civilian deaths 
drones have caused. While there is 
little research on drones themselves, 
or at least not much released to the 
public, the fact is any war zone will 
always have unfortunate civilian 
casualties.

While there is no proof of greater 
or fewer civilian deaths in the wake 
of the drone era, the technology 
could potentially also save countless 
soldiers’ lives. The drones’ power of 
surveillance and incredibly accurate 
targeting makes them an absolute 
necessity when fighting. They can 
detect enemy troops in hiding and 
take them out or divert the ground 
troops in order to keep them away 
from danger. 

 The good that drones have 
done far outweigh the negative 
outcry over their use. They have 
brought us Osama Bin Laden’s 
head on a platter and are protect-
ing more soldiers’ lives. When the 
drone research is finally done and 
released to the public we will have 
a much better idea of the truth on 
their effectiveness and capabilities.

—continued from page 1
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The opinion pages of
The Commonwealth Times are a forum 
open to the public. 

Clear, concise and compelling 
contributions are welcome by email at 
houstonm@commonwealthtimes.org, 
by mail or in person at 817 W. Broad St., 
Richmond, Va. 23220-2806. 

The Commonwealth Times strives to 
be accurate in gathering news. If you 
think we have made an error, please 
call Sarah King, executive editor, at 
804-828-5317 or email her at 
kingsa@commonwealthtimes.org.

Corrections will appear on the Opinion 
page or online at 
www.commonwealthtimes.org.

Opinions expressed are those of 
individual writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
The Commonwealth Times or Virginia 
Commonwealth University. Unsigned 
editorials represent the institutional 
opinion of The CT. 

Limit one CT per person. Additional 
copies may be purchased through the 
Student Media Center for $1 a copy.
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The Wing Man by Norine King
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Across
5. One of these was held 
to decide who would be 
on the Reign of the Rams 
court.
7. VCU held one of these 
for the first time on 
Harrison Street before the 
men's basketball game.
8. Homecoming was held 
during this month last 
year.
9. Alumni and student 
leaders held a networking 
event over this mean as 
part of home coming.

Down
1. A public procession in 
which students showed 
school sprit.
2. Artist who preforms 
Recognize ft. Drake and 
preformed at VCU's home 
coming concert.
3. Local artist Jason Ford 
painted one of these for 
home coming week.
4. Artist who preforms 
Come Get Her and 
preformed at VCU's 
home coming concert (No 
space).
6. The mascot of the 
team VCU played on 
homecoming.

Answers to last week’s puzzle

Across:
2. Assist
4. Shoot
5. Wade
8. Basket
9. Dunk
10. Double
11. Pass
13. Goat

Down:
1. Paint
3. Zone
6.Alley-oop
7. Rebound
12. Steal
13. Goals

PUZZLES



RAMAWAY

Providing free transportation during designated VCU holidays 
and semester breaks to and/or from the Richmond International 

Airport, Greyhound Bus Station and Amtrak at Main Street 
Station and Staples Mill Road. 

Winter Break 2015

* Reservation requests will be accepted until 12pm on the last reservation day.
Please allow 2 hours minimum prior to scheduled departure time to ensure that you are on time for your transportation.
Please allow 1 hour minimum after  your scheduled return to ensure you do not miss your ride back to campus.
You must have your VCUCard to board the RamAway bus.
A “Drop-off” includes transportation to the airport, bus or train station, while a “Pick-up” includes transportation from the airport, bus or train station back to campus.

*Reserve your rides at go.vcu.edu/RamAway

For questions, email ramaway@vcu.edu or call 828-7882. 
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