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Raising red flags for dating violence
LOGAN BOGERT
Contributing Writer

Dating violence does not dis-
criminate — and an organization 
started by VCU students is deter-
mined to show that.

Last week The Wellness Center, 
a branch of VCU’s student health 
center, launched the Red Flag 
Campaign on campus to highlight 
Dating and Domestic Violence 
Awareness month. 

The campaign, created in 2007, 
uses red flags with messages indi-
cating possible a possible “red flag” 
in a relationship. 200 red flags were 
planted on Harris Lawn. 

According to The Well, two in 
five lesbian women, one in six bi-
sexual women and one in three het-
erosexual women will experience 
intimate partner violence at least 
once in their lifetime. One in four 
gay men, two in five bisexual men 
and one in four heterosexual men 
will also experience dating violence. 

VCU was the first college cam-
pus to start this campaign. In some 
of the posters on campus, VCU 
alumni are featured and VCU 
buildings are in the background. 
Since the red flag campaign was 
launched, it has expanded to almost 
400 colleges, military academies 
and community agencies in 48 
states and Canada eight years ago.

Junior Taylor Davis, the president 
of Sexual Assault and Violence Edu-
cation by Students at VCU, spear-
headed the campaign this year.

“I got involved with it my fresh-
man year,” Davis said. “I’ve always 

thought that social justice is super 
important and something that we 
need to kind of advocate for, espe-
cially on college campuses.”

Davis said that he joined 
SAVES to have a voice on campus 
for survivors of sexual assault and 
dating violence.

“A lot of people don’t know as 
much about sexual assault as they 
should know,” Davis said. “I thought 
most people understood what sexual 
assault was and what dating violence 
was, but I’m finding that a lot of 
people don’t understand what those 
definitions are.” 

SAVES mission is to prevent and 
support people affected by sexual 
violence and harassment, stalking 
and intimate partner violence. They 
do this through multiple events 
throughout the year. Their efforts 
have been aided by the Title IX team. 
To comply with Title IX, VCU now 
requires all students to complete an 
online course about sexual violence 
called “Not Anymore.”

“Education is super necessary 
when it comes to college campuses, 
high schools, and younger schools 
as well,” Davis said. “I think (the 
Title IX program) is awesome. I’m 
super excited about it. I think it’s 
one way to get students to listen. 
They may not see our red flags; they 
may not come to our events. With 
the training, they have to in order 
to register for classes so they have to 
listen and get that education.”

As SAVES president, Davis 
stresses the importance of educat-
ing students on sexual violence. 
“(I joined) mainly for the purpose 

of education and wanting to help 
educate people,” Guadamuz said. 
“Education is really important and 
whether you do it through SAVES 
or whether you do it through educat-
ing your friends and peers, education 
is the best way to prevent anything.” 

Davis and Guadamuz both at-
tended Warhill High School in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, where 
they said there weren’t programs 
like SAVES available to students.

“If someone were to get sexually 
assaulted at our high school, there 
was nothing they knew about that 
they could do,” Davis said. “Obvi-
ously they knew they could go to a 
guidance counselor, but how much 
are they going to do for them? 
They’d probably tell them to go to 
the police. Coming to college and 
seeing something like this really 
made me want to get involved.”

As part of the red flag cam-
paign, SAVES members will be 
putting out miniature red flags 
around campus the week of Oct. 
12-16. Any student who collects 
five mini-flags can turn them in 
to be entered into a raffle on Nov. 
4 in Commonwealth ballroom A 
from 5-7 p.m. Clues about where 
to find the miniature red flags will 
be released on their social media 
accounts which can be found by 
searching SAVES at VCU.

Students who see the red flags 
and feel like they relate can speak 
to an advocate at the Wellness Re-
source Center or go to University 
Counseling Services.

SAVES currently has 40 active 
volunteers and meets Wednesdays 
at 4 p.m. and Thursdays at 5 p.m. 
in MCALC 2202. 

MARGARET CARMEL
Multimedia Editor

The National Mall, usually 
home to joggers, vacationing fam-
ilies and street vendors peddling 
funnel cakes and T-shirts instead 
echoed with Arabic calls to prayer 
and black power chants Saturday.

Thousands of Americans from 
around the country emerged 
from various Metro stations into 
the blinding sun, sporting mes-
sages such as “Justice or Else,” 
“Black Lives Matter” and “Stop 
Killing Us.”

Some were students, sporting 
trendy clothes and Afrocentric ac-
cessories. Others were observant 
Muslims fully clothed in heads-
carves. Mixed in were families lug-
ging picnic baskets and lawn chairs 
with reluctant children in tow.

The common denominator 
amongst the throngs of different 
walks of life was the 20th Anni-
versary of the Million Man March.

In October 1995, the head 
Minister of the Nation of Islam, 
Louis Farrakhan, called on black 
men from around the country to 
march on the National Mall con-
testing the negative stereotypes 
of black men and asking them to 
take action towards a more racially 
equal society.

With nearly 900,000 people 
in attendance, the march was a 
watershed event in the grassroots 
movement for racial justice in late 
20th century America.

Last Saturday, the 20th anni-
versary event called to more than 
just black men. Women were a 
prominent part of the program’s 
keynote speakers as well as at-
tendees. The goals for the 20th  

Million Man March revisited
20 years later

The 20th anniversery of the Milion Man March drew a crowd from all across the country to the National Mall last Saturday to rally for institutional reform. —continued on page 2

FADEL ALLASSAN
Staff Writer

VCU officially implemented 
gender-neutral and accessible 
restroom facilities on its Monroe 
Park Campus last week.

The implementations began 
on Oct. 8, and included rest-
rooms in the Academic Learn-
ing Commons, University Stu-
dent Commons and the James 
Branch Cabell Library. The 
university will continue to add 
similar bathrooms throughout 
the next eight weeks.

VCU’s Special Assistant 
for LGBTQ Initiatives, Paris 
Prince, said this action will 
move VCU forward in the dis-
cussion of LGBTQ issues.  

“The point here is to move be-
yond the binary of either you’re 
this or you’re that,” he said. “VCU 
has leapfrogged forward in this 
discussion. Many institutions or 
organizations have not gotten 
to this point yet. VCU with this 
statement wanted to say, ‘This re-
stroom is for everyone.’”

The university-wide effort 
was made by the Division for 
Inclusive Excellence in con-
junction with the Office of Eq-
uity and Access. The restrooms, 
along with being gender-neu-

tral and accessible, will be sin-
gle-occupancy; the signage in 
front of the restrooms will be 
changed accordingly.

Vice President for Inclusive 
Excellence Wanda Mitchell said 
she believes that this action and 
others will help improve VCU’s 
score on the Campus Pride In-
dex. Campus Pride is a nonprofit 
organization that seeks to create 
safer and LGBTQ-friendly col-
lege and university campuses.

This year, VCU improved 
its score on the Campus Pride 
index, which rates universities’ 
overall friendliness and inclu-
sion toward LGBTQ students. 
In 2012, VCU was given three 
out of five stars on the index; this 
year, the score was improved to 
three and a half stars.

“We want to work with other 
offices to make sure the cli-
mate, policies, and practices are 
aligned to make this a welcom-
ing, supportive and nurturing 
environment for the success of 
LGBTQ students,” Mitchell 
said. “After the campus pride 
survey was conducted in 2012, 
they articulated what the needs 
were — one of those was gender-
neutral restrooms.”

To help put in place a strategy 
for becoming a more LGBTQ 
friendly institution, the Division 
for Inclusive Excellence in Au-
gust introduced Prince as the first 
Special assistant for LGBTQ ini-
tiatives. He says the addition of 
gender-neutral restrooms is only 
the beginning of a slew of new 
initiatives to improve VCU’s ac-
commodations to the LGBTQ 
community.

“This is the first major initia-
tive after my arrival,” he said. 
“There are a lot of efforts occur-
ring across the campus, this is 
only one component.” 

The Division of Student Af-
fairs has confirmed that VCU 
is anticipating having lavender 
(LGBTQ-friendly) housing next 
academic year, in some capacity.

MPC begins installing gender-
neutral, accessible restrooms

The new signs to be used in 
VCU’s gender nuteral bath-
rooms around campus.
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Red flags around VCU’s campus are meant to raise awarness 
for dating violence as part of a campaign that began in 2007.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
VCU’s Alpha Gamma Delta 

sorority chapter’s red, yellow and 
green lettering flooded the Com-
pass and Instagram with cheery 
smiles, painted posters of handcuffs 
and girls dressed in cop/prisoner 
costume attire last Wednesday.

The big idea here, aside from 
a gross display of juxtaposing 
privilege, was apparently not a 
new one. AGD’s “Jail ‘n’ Bail” 
bake sale fundraiser for the Alpha 
Gamma Delta Foundation and 
Juvenile Diabetes Foundation is 

apparently an annual staple in the 
sorority’s philanthropic efforts.

“GET PUMPED RAMS 
today is the day!!!” reads one AGD 
member’s Instagram caption pro-
moting the sorority’s event. “Come 
by the compass from 12:30-3:30 
to support AGD’s annual jail and 
bail!! All money donated to bail 
your frands out of AGD jail (hehe) 
goes towards the alpha gamma 
delta foundation & juvenile dia-
betes research foundation AND 
the organization who wins will get 
$300 towards their philanthropy 

AND there’ll be food AND 
raffles AND ITS A BEAUTI-
FUL DAAAAY so ya win-win 
ayooo SO COME HANG FOR 
A LIL OR JUST STOP BY ~to-
day~ IN THE ~compass~ !!! Can’t 
wait to see all you Rams.” The post 
concludes with a red, yellow and 
green heart emojis.

This student’s flippant disre-
gard for why this fundraiser is 
hurtful is likely unintentional — 
but ignorance has never been an 
excuse for brazen disrespect. And 
for those of us on campus who 

noticed this particular spectacle in 
the Compass last Wednesday and 
know the pains of incarceration 
in any capacity — this fundraiser, 
and all who participated in it, were 
profiting by belittling others’ pain.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice’s “Bulletin on 
Prisoners in 2014,” released in 
September 2015, more than 1.5 
million prisoners were held in 
state and federal correctional facil-
ities in 2014. Of these, 1,508,600 
individuals were sentenced to 

Reinforcing the prison-industrial complex is not “philanthropy”

—continued on page 8
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Free text books, bike 
lanes, voting districts

KELLY MICKEY
Contributing Writer

A recent poll on the 
myVCU page asked stu-
dents how they felt about 
the addition of bike lanes 
on campus and 88 percent 
of the responses were in 
favor of the idea.

These students could 
be getting their wish since 
in July, it was announced 
that plans to construct a 
bike-walk boulevard on 
Floyd Avenue in an effort 
to make Richmond a more 
bike-friendly city will be-
gin this month.

Proponents say the ad-
dition of bike lanes on 
campus would be benefi-
cial to the f low of traff ic 
in the city because they 
allow motorists to drive at 
a consistent pace without 
having to slow down be-
hind cyclists.

The number of bicy-
cle related accidents that 
are occurring in Rich-
mond each year have been 
steadily increasing over 
the past few years. 

With over 30,000 stu-
dents on both VCU cam-
puses, and a large number 
of those students using 
bikes as a primary form 
of transportation, the 
safety of these students is 
a pressing concern, com-
munity members said.

Freshman biology 
major Hunter Clark ex-
plained, “I would ride my 
bike on campus if I knew 
the city better.”

Since there are very 
few bike lanes on campus, 
students who ride their 
bikes are forced to either 
navigate the crowded 
sidewalks or ride in the 
street with the rest of the 
city traff ic.

The lack of safer routes 
discourages some people 
from exploring the city 
and restricts their oppor-
tunities for places to go.

“I just wouldn’t feel 
as safe riding my bike 
through the city with all 
of the other cars. If there 
were more bike lanes I 
would probably use them, 
though,” Clark said.

The proposed bike path 
will traverse the city from 
North Thompson Street 
to Laurel Street, ending 
at Monroe Park, allow-
ing not only the residents 
of Floyd Avenue, but the 
many VCU students liv-
ing off campus to have a 
safer bike route.

VCU libraries on both 
the Monroe Park and 
MCV campuses rent out 
bikes to students, but 
many students do not take 
advantage of this service 
because there are very few 
places for them to ride 
without being mixed in 
with other drivers on the 
street.

In many cases, cyclists 
are forced to ride unpro-
tected in the same traff ic 
as motorists. Protected 
bike lanes create a physi-
cal barrier between mo-
torists and cyclists. This 
allows for safer travel for 
both parties. However, 
many of the bike lanes 
that exist in Richmond 
are not protected.

Much of the issue with 
adding more bike lanes 
comes from the fact that it 
would disrupt traff ic even 
more to widen the roads 
to make this addition. 

As the construction 
of this bike path begins 
outside of the city, it is 
possible that VCU will 
contemplate the addition 
of bike lanes onto campus 
streets.

The VCU Department 
of Parking and Trans-
portation could not be 
reached for comment.

LOCAL
Bicycle bandit gets 32 years after hos-
pital escape

A man known as the "bicycle bandit" 
who became even more infamous after es-
caping from custody at a northern Virginia 
hospital has been sentenced to 32 years in 
prison.

Forty-three-year-old Wossen Assaye 
(WOE'-senn eh-SYE'-ee) of Arlington 
pleaded guilty in July in federal court in 
Alexandria to firearms charges stemming 
from his March 31 escape from Inova Fair-
fax Hospital. The jail had taken Assaye to 
the hospital after a suicide attempt.

Assaye overpowered and briefly kid-
napped one of his guards at the hospital, 
then fled and evaded authorities for nine 
hours before being captured in Washing-
ton, D.C.

The 32-year sentence imposed Friday 
was required under mandatory minimum 
sentencing laws.

Brief by the Associated Press

Amtrak is letting pets aboard trains in 
Virginia 

Amtrak is letting all passengers bring 
their pets aboard trains in Virginia starting 
next week.

Amtrak announced Thursday that small 
pets will be allowed on Northeast Regional 
trains, whose Virginia stops include Lynch-
burg, Newport News and Norfolk.

Amtrak says it is starting the service 
Monday after a successful launch in Illinois.

For a $25 surcharge, one small cat or 
dog will be allowed in an enclosed carrier 
on trips of up to seven hours in length. The 
pet and carrier must be a combined weight 
or 20 pounds or less and be placed under-
neath the owner's seat.

Pets must be at least eight weeks old and 
be vaccinated.

Advance reservations and check-in are 
required. Service animals will continue to 
be allowed at no additional cost.

Brief by the Associated Press

Part of James River reopened to shell-
fish harvesting 

The Virginia Department of Health says 
about 20 miles of the James River that was 
closed to shellfish harvesting has reopened.

Parts of the river were closed because 
heavy rainfall and tidal flooding may have 
washed animal waste and human sewage 
into tidal waters from upland areas. The 
area still closed includes Ragged Island 
Creek, Chuckatuck Creek and the Nanse-
mond River. Health officials say consuming 
shellfish from closed areas could cause gas-
trointestinal illnesses.

The affected shellfish are bivalve mol-
lusks including oysters, clams and scallops, 
but not crabs or fin fish.

The department said Thursday staff will 
continue to assess the situation throughout 
the region and may revise the closure.

Brief by the Associated Press

NATIONAL

Northern Arizona-University Shooting 
The Latest

Northern Arizona University officials 
say campus police had the suspect in an ear-
ly morning fatal shooting in custody within 
two minutes of first word of the incident.

The university said one student was 
killed and three others wounded and that 
the suspect is a fellow student.

The four victims in the overnight shoot-
ing were all members of the same fraternity.

Delta Chi executive director Justin 
Sherman said in a letter in the aftermath of 
the shooting that Colin Brough, Nicholas 
Prato, Kyle Zientek and Nicholas Piring 
were members of the fraternity.

The alleged gunman was not a member 
of the fraternity.

Northern Arizona University says an 
error in its alert system kept some people on 
its distribution list from getting an initial 
message warning of an active shooter.

The university says an error resulted 
in only “partial distribution” of the initial 
alert. University spokesman Eric Dieterle 
declined to elaborate or to say how many 
people didn’t get the initial message.

Brief by the Associated Press

1 fatally shot at Texas Southern Uni-
versity housing complex 

One person was killed and another 
wounded during a shooting Friday at a 
Texas Southern University student-housing 
complex, and the Houston campus has been 
placed on lockdown, university and police 
officials said.

Houston police spokesman Kese Smith 
said a possible suspect has been detained. 
The shooting was reported around 11:30 
a.m. at University Courtyard Apartments, a 
student-housing apartment complex on the 
edge of campus.

University spokesman Kendrick Callis 
said the campus is on lockdown and classes 
have been cancelled at the school, which has 
about 9,700 students.

Brief by the Associated Press

Poll backs 
bike lanes 
on campus

anniversary event were to confront issues of mass 
incarceration, economic and education inequal-
ity and police brutality.

“I was here in ’95 and it was just a sea of black 
men as far as the eye can see” said Collin*, from 
Chicago. “Now we’re here for everyone. Just like 
Martin Luther King said, injustice anywhere is 
a threat to justice everywhere.”

While the event combined other racial, reli-
gious and political activist groups, Farrakhan and 
Nation of Islam were the main sponsors. Nation 
of Islam was founded in the 1930s as an organiza-
tion to elevate the status of black Americans. Sep-
arate in beliefs and practices from mainstream Is-
lam, Nation of Islam uses the basis of Islam while 
adding black supremacy and separatist teachings. 
The organization is tracked as a hate group by 
various government organizations.

Along with the keynote speech from Farra-
khan himself, other notable speakers were the 
parents of young black men and women killed in 
instances police brutality in recent months, in-
cluding the father of Michael Brown and moth-

ers of Trayvon Martin and Sandra Bland.
“This isn’t about civil rights.” Martin’s mother, 

Sybrina Fulton, said. “This is about human rights 
and knowing we’re not three-fifths of a person.”

“We have to begin to show our love to each 
other.” said Michael Brown Sr, the father of the 
late teenager whose death at the hands of a white 
policeman sparked riots in Ferguson, Missouri 
last year. “That’s the only way we can get stron-
ger through all this.”

Despite the sponsorship by a fringe religious/
political organization, people of various beliefs 
and ethnicities, including Christian clergy, Is-
lamic ministers, Native American and Latino 
leaders spoke at the event.

“I came out today because I wanted to hear 
the message and come together with the black 
community to enact change,” said Washington, 
D.C. native Antonio*. “We have problems in our 
community, but success goes beyond race. It’s 
about the content of your character, and that’s 
what we’re out here fighting for.”

When Farrakhan took the stage, all went 
quiet and eyes were on the large screens over 

the crowd. Farrakhan’s voice thundered as many 
attendees held their fists aloft in solidarity with 
the Black Power paradigm.

“We who are getting older,” Farrakhan, 82, 
said to the crowd, “what good are we if we don’t 
prepare young people to carry that torch of lib-
eration to the next step? What good are we if we 
think we can last forever and not prepare others 
to walk in our footsteps?”

Some attendees said they didn’t feel like 
much had changed since the historic march of 
1995, but this didn’t dampen the spirit. Kim-
berly*, a young woman bouncing an infant on 
her leg, radiated hope for the future.

“We’re still dealing with the same problems, 
but now we have social media so we can reach 
more people.” Kimberly said. “We’ve brought 
women into the movement, and other groups. 
With this new unity, I think we can enact change. 
Maybe I won’t see it, but my children will.”

Million Man March celebrates 20 years
A young man holds up a Pan-African flag as the late Michael Brown’s father addresses the crowd on the National Mall.

—continued from page 1
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In the Oct. 18, 1995 issue of the Commonwealth 
Times, students spoke about their thoughts 
and reactions to the Million Man March.

*None of the individuals interviewed for this piece 
felt comfortable providing their last name.
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LOGAN BOGERT 
Contributing Writer

Three of every 1,000 children in 
the United States lives with cere-
bral palsy, making it the most com-
mon child disability in the nation.

VCU professor and Assistant 
Chair in the Department of Physi-
cal Therapy Peter Pidcoe has de-
vised a device to help infants with 
a neurological disorder like cerebral 
palsy. It’s called the Self-Initiated 
Prone Progressive Crawler, or the 
SIPPC for short, and it was de-
signed to help affected children  
improve their mobility early on.

“The idea came from Thubi 
Kolobe, a professor at Oklahoma 
University and I,” Pidcoe said. “She 
had noticed a loss of early move-
ment in children with cerebral pal-
sy over time and wanted to devise 
a way to promote and positively re-
inforce early developmental move-
ments. She asked me for help and I 
built the SIPPC.”

Kolobe and Pidcoe began the 
SIPPC project at Oklahoma Uni-
versity  in 2003, and the first infants 
were tested on by 2005. The project 
was funded by multiple different 
foundations including the Cerebral 
Palsy Foundation and the American 
Physical Therapy Association. Total 
developmental funding totaled al-
most half a million dollars.

Different modes on the device 
account for the way SIPPC inter-
acts with infants. Each mode pro-
duces a distinct motion. In the po-
sitional mode, the device reacts to 
platform distresses. For example, if 
the child rolls in the wrong direc-
tion, the SIPPC motor will turn on 
to assist. The next mode, force plate 
mode, makes the device move in 
the direction the infant shifts their 
body weight. 

Lastly, in accelerometer mode, 
the infant has sensors on their ex-
tremities to detect their crawling 
motions. The SIPPC can react to 
their crawling movements and help 

move the child in that direction. 
Pidcoe and Kolobe are also work-
ing on a head gesture control sys-
tem that will move in the direction 
the infant is looking.

Pidcoe said he saw that chil-
dren using the SIPPC device had 
increased mobility soon after test-
ing began. The SIPPC is a patented 

device but does not have a manu-
facturer at this time. Kolobe and 
Pidcoe are continuing to further 
research to improve the design of 
the SIPPC. 

“We are also looking for a com-
mercial partner,” Pidcoe said. “The 
Innovation Gateway here at VCU has 
been instrumental in that process.”

Innovation Gateway at VCU 
began 21 years ago to protect and 
commercialize VCU inventions 
and creations. Their mission is to 
build collaborations with compa-
nies to give external support to 
VCU inventors.

FADEL ALLASSAN
Staff Writer

A group of Virginians aiming 
to redraw the state’s congressional 
districts for voters has sued elec-
tion officials across 11 districts 
in the Senate and House of Del-
egates — including some vvvvvin 
the Richmond area.

The group, OneVirginia2021, 
is a non-profit group pushing for 
nonpartisan redistricting. They 
said that in the most recent round 
of redistricting — which was con-
ducted after the 2010 census and 
approved by former Governor Rob-
ert McDonnell in 2011 — districts 
were redrawn to give incumbents a 
greater chance at holding their seats 
in Congress. It also argues that 
some districts such as the third con-
gressional district, which includes 
Richmond, are not compact.

OneVirginia2021’s lawsuit is 
the third this year that has been 
filed targeting the maps that de-

termine Virginia’s congressional 
districts. One of the two previous 
lawsuits stated that lawmakers il-
legally packed African-American 
voters into both state and federal 
districts in order to diminish their 
influence in surrounding districts. 

As a result, a panel of federal 
judges ordered the General As-
sembly to come up with a new con-
gressional map by Sept. 1, 2015. 
When lawmakers did not reach 
an agreement, the court appointed 
Bernard Grofman, an economics 
and political science professor at 
the University of California, Ir-
vine, to assist in redrawing the dis-
tricts boundaries.

Judges are still delegating 
challenges across the 12 House 
districts targeted in the second 
lawsuit. Both of the previous ef-
forts were funded by the National 
Democratic Redistricting Trust, 
an organization that claims to be 
“in charge of advancing Demo-
cratic congressional redistricting 

efforts following the 2010 census,” 
according to its website.

The third lawsuit was filed by 
OneVirginia2021. Their attorney, 
Wyatt Durrette, is a former Re-
publican delegate. The Virginia 
Board of Elections is named the 
defendant in the case. The board 
of elections consists of three mem-
bers and Elections Commissioner, 
Edgardo Cortés. 

“Our goal is to influence the 
courts to require the legislature 
to honor the Constitution when 
it draws political districts and not 
subjugate the Constitution to bla-
tant political gerrymandering,” 
Durrette told the Washington 
Post on Sept. 14. 

Virginia’s constitution requires 
that all voter districts be “com-
posed of contiguous and compact 
territory and shall be so constituted 
as to give, as nearly as is practica-
ble, representation in proportion to 
the population of the district.”  

“Like the other two require-

ments in the state Constitution 
— equal population and contiguity 
— compactness can be measured 
and held to a reasonable standard,” 
said OneVirginia2021 Executive 
Director Brian Cannon. “Far from 
having a standard, the legislature 
effectively ignored the Constitu-
tion on this point, and gave us 
distorted, weirdly shaped districts 
that break up communities and 
rig elections by depriving voters of 
meaningful competition.”

The lawsuit was brought for-
ward by more than a dozen people, 
coming from a broad range of Vir-
ginians across the political aisle, 
including Sandra Bowen, who was 
the former Secretary of Adminis-
tration under Sen. Mark Warner 
(D-Va.) when he was governor; 
Robert Ukrop, a philanthropist 
and former president of the Rich-
mond grocery chain Ukrop’s; Dale 
Swanson, of the Fredericksburg 
Tea Party Patriots; and Dianne 
Blais, co-president of the League 

of women Voters of Virginia.
House Speaker William How-

ell (R-Stafford) argued that the 
current districts are drawn fairly 
and the current process for draw-
ing maps works fine.

“Unfortunately, this is another 
political lawsuit that will cost tax-
payers,” said Howell’s spokesman, 
Matt Moran. “Contiguity and 
compactness were one of the top 
priorities used in developing the 
current House districts.” 

If the lawsuit is successful, it 
would scrap the current maps and 
send lawmakers scrambling to 
compete in elections in new dis-
tricts and representing some new 
constituency. All 140 legislative 
seats are up for election on Nov. 3., 
but the suit does not seek to block 
that election, but to bar future 
General Assembly elections until 
the legislative map is redrawn to 
comply with the state constitution’s 
requirement of compactness.

Redistricting group sues election officials for gerrymandering

Peter Pidoce shows the inside of a device that will help infants improve their mobility.
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VCU School of Education to study 
long-term impact of urban teacher 
residency model

The Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity School of Education has been awarded 
a three-year, $615,549 evaluation extension 
from the U.S. Department of Education to 
study the long-term impact of the urban 
teacher residency model of teacher prepara-
tion on a beginning teacher’s professional 
growth and teaching effectiveness. 

The grant builds on the current evalu-
ation of the Richmond Teacher Residency 
program, which focuses on teacher reten-
tion and impact on student achievement by 
providing an in-depth study of residents’ 
professional development beyond the resi-
dency year. The newly funded study will 
also examine how contextual factors, such 
as a school’s climate or administrator sup-
port, may affect the program’s influence. 

“This prestigious new USDOE grant 
is both an important recognition of RTR’s 
progress to date and a testament to the ded-
icated efforts of VCU and Richmond Pub-
lic Schools leaders who believe that RTR 
is a sustainable pipeline of highly effective 
teachers committed to RPS for the long 
term,” said Terry Dozier, Ed.D., the RTR 
program director.

The study will investigate which RTR 
program components and preparation fea-
tures are most associated with teaching ef-
fectiveness and how the impact may vary by 
context. VCU was one of only 11 programs 
nationally that received an evaluation ex-
tension award. 

For more information, contact Dozier at 
804-828-0387.

Brief by Leila Ugincius

Virginia Communications Hall of Fame 
seeking nominees for 2016

The Virginia Communications Hall of 
Fame is seeking nominees for its 2016 class 
of inductees.

The Hall of Fame seeks to induct per-
sons born in Virginia or persons born 
elsewhere who have become distinctively 
identified with Virginia and who have made 
outstanding long-term contributions in the 
field of communications.

The Hall of Fame, established by the 
Richard. T. Robertson School of Media and 
Culture at Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity (formerly School of Mass Commu-
nications) in 1986, recognizes individuals 
who have shown exceptional achievement 
in the fields of print journalism, broadcast 
journalism, public relations, advertising, 
digital, social and interactive media, com-
munications arts and communications edu-
cation. The Hall of Fame has 158 members.

Nominations must be received by Nov. 
20 and should include:

—A letter of nomination that identi-
fies the nominee and describes, in as much 
detail as possible, the professional contribu-
tions to communication of the nominee as 
well as the nominee’s Virginia connection.

— Contact information for the nomi-
nee (or, if deceased, of one of the nominee’s 
family members) including address, tele-
phone and email address.

—Names and contact information for 
at least two individuals whom the Hall of 
Fame Selection Committee could contact 
for additional information on behalf of the 
nominee.

Although not required, it is recom-
mended to submit additional letters of sup-
port for the nominee.

Nominations can also be submitted 
electronically to Lauren Stewart at stew-
artla@vcu.edu.

Brief by Lauren Stewart

Unmasked: A Visual Dissection
Oct.22, 2015-Jan. 31, 2016
Tompkins-McCaw Library
for the Health Sciences
509 North 12th St.
Richmond, VA 23298

Nickolai Walko, a graduate of the VCU 
School of the Arts, has developed a unique 
and eye-catching form of image-making 
that hybridizes classical drawing and pop 
art. After placing a layer of black masking 
tape on a brightly colored panel or wall, 
covering the surface from edge to edge, he 
draws elaborate designs, often anatomical, 
directly on the tape and then, using an X-
Acto blade, meticulously cuts out sections 
of the tape to create a strong-contrast im-
age. Finally, to prevent tape decay, he sprays 
the work with a polyurethane coating. The 
finished product conjures, in equal mea-
sures, the anatomical sketches of a Renais-
sance master and the bold iconic works of 
Andy Warhol.

Given his anatomical subjects, Walko 
appropriately likens his elaborate process 
to a medical operation, with the tape serv-
ing as skin and the removing of the tape 
representing the exposed anatomy. At this 
show at Tompkins-McCaw Library for the 
Health Sciences, he showcases his anatomi-
cal creations, some of which have been in-
spired by materials from the library collec-
tion.

The exhibit is free and open to the pub-
lic during all normal library hours. Parking 
is available for a fee in the 8th Street park-
ing deck. If special accommodations are 
needed, please contact Thelma Mack, re-
search and education coordinator, at (804) 
828-0017.

Brief by VCU Libraries

briefs

MATT LEONARD
Print Managing Editor

U.S. Senator Richard Durbin 
(D-Ill) introduced the Affordable 
Textbook Act last week in hopes 
of creating a grant program for 
universities to fund open-sourced 
— “free” — learning materials, 
including textbooks.

Data from the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics shows that 
123 of the last 128 months since 
2005 have seen an increase in 
textbook prices. An analysis of 
these numbers by NBC found a 
1,041 percent increase in price 
since 1977.

Every year, students at a four-
year public institutions of higher 
education pay around $1,200 on 
textbooks and supplies, accord-
ing to The College Board.

“Students and parents know 
textbooks are overlooked,” 
Durbin said in a conference call 
with reporters last week.

Durbin said the idea is for 
the U.S. Secretary of Education 
would create these grants, and 
they are meant to encourage uni-
versities to consider using open 
education resources (OER). 

One of the bill’s cosponsors, 
Senator Al Franken (D-MN), 
also said on the conference call 
that those in favor of the legis-
lation are also working toward 
finding the best practices for 
open sourcing.

“Online materials are more 
flexible and open sourced mate-
rials are a part of that,” Franken 
said.

Open sourced materials have 
been introduced at other univer-
sities across the country, includ-
ing in the Virginia Community 
College System.

A VCCS press release an-
nouncing the initiative in May, 
said the William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation had awarded 
the Virginia system a $200,000 
grant allowing 15 schools to be-
gin making open textbook re-
sources available for free.

The community college pro-
gram expects to save 50,000 
students more than $5 million in 
one year.

“Textbook costs have been a 
barrier since before I was a com-
munity college student,” said 
Glenn DuBois, chancellor of 
Virginia’s Community Colleges.

DuBois said technology is 
changing the way we access in-
formation, making it faster and 
less expensive without compro-
mising quality.

“We may never be able to 
bring that (technology) to every 
course of study,” DuBois said. 
“We owe it to our students, how-
ever, to bring that flexibility to 
every course that we can.”

John Ulmschneider, the uni-
versity librarian for VCU, said 
he is working with Scholarly 
Publishing and Academic Re-
sources Coalition (SPARC), an 
organization that has lobbied for 
Durbin’s proposed bill.

Ulmschneider said he is 
also collaborating with Gard-
ner Campbell, Vice Provost for 
Learning Innovation at VCU, on 
preparing a report for the uni-
versity’s deans regarding-open 
sourced materials and how the 
school can implement the free 
tools.

Ulmschneider said there are 
“hundreds of thousands” of on-
line resources that aren’t open to 
the public, but are free and avail-
able for students and professors. 
For these resources to be consid-
ered OER, they must be open 
and available for the public, not 
just students — something Ulm-
schneider said the school is look-
ing into further.

A bill by the same name was 
introduced by Durbin in 2013, 
but Congress took no further ac-
tion from there. The current bill 
is in the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
where it will be considered be-
fore making its way to the Sen-
ate floor.

Senators push for 
free textbooks

Professor’s device shows promise 
for improving infants’ mobility

We may 
never be able 
to bring that 

(technology) to every 
course of study. We 
owe it to our students, 
however, to bring that 
flexibility to every 
course that we can.

— GLENN DUBOIS
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sports Stat of the Week
VCU women’s soccer holds a 3-0 
record in the A-10 after starting their 
out of conference record 2-6-1.

BRYANT DRAYTON
Sports Editor

Garbage Time. This sports 
term describes the waning mo-
ments of a game with a lopsided 
score. As the clock counts down 
toward conclusion, the players 
who are untested on the play-
ing field, finally get a moment to 
shine — by moment, I mean the 
last few unsalvageable seconds. 

As the clock counts down 
toward the conclusion, Mom 
and Dad, loyal to their untested 
athlete, finally get to fumble for 
their iPhones to update their lock 
screens with action photos. No 
one has to know this photo was 
taken during the time the head 
coach used their child in pointless 
game action so their star players 
would not get injured — garbage 

time, we’ve all been there. 
For VCU, garbage time serves 

a different definition. It is the 
time of year when basketball 
season is not in action; fall and 
spring sports simply get no love. 
Not to say the 200 student-ath-
letes are wasting their time and 
sweat on sports that are not valu-
able, but these sports draw little 
to no student audience. I mean 
have you watched a college soccer 
game? Yeah, me neither, we need 
a football team. 

To say the lack of a football 
presence on campus is a calamity 
damaging the overall cohesion 
of our “college” education would 
be an understatement. Saturdays 
are boring. Our school is based 
in Richmond, Virginia; the only 
thing to do in the fall is to sit on 
the back porch with friends and 

watch the leaves fall on the un-
mown lawn. It’s a sad Saturday for 
a university when the main thrill 
of the weekend involves enjoy-
ing a pumpkin spice latte instead 
of waking up early to prepare for 
the big football game. Something 
needs to be done. 

We are surrounded by a com-
munity dedicated to seeing VCU 

prosper to be a top school highly 
lauded by the nation. Medicine, 
arts and an up-and-coming 
Brandcenter have put VCU on the 
map; sports is the only unknown 
of the VCU community. 

Sure, the basketball program 
has thrived after the Final Four 
run in 2010, creating a poten-
tial powerhouse in the making. 
But even Jordan needed Pippen, 
Batman needed Robin and Seth 
Rogen needed James Franco. Bas-
ketball cannot be the sole pillar of 
the sporting community. 

The plethora of technicalities 
in creating a football team and 
the money involved would bring a 
deficit to the university. But, these 
risks would only be short-term 
as the Rams would thrive on the 
gridiron. Our school is made to 
have football. Due to the lack of 

a Virginia professional team and 
the Washington Redskins letting 
local fans down year after year, a 
football team would be a refresh-
ing investment. 

Black and Gold may have to 
wait years before this actually 
becomes a possibility, but the 
planning starts with us. Maybe 
VCU gets it right for once and 
follows the student voice, just 
look how well the school has done 
bringing in great talent for our 
homecoming concert — I lied, we 
have no hope. 

Football will always be a lofty 
dream for the VCU community. 
There are three things that will 
permanently be mandated at 
VCU: Basketball will always be 
the dominant program on cam-
pus we will never have a football 
team, and Shafer will always 

provide the feeling of unfulfill-
ment after devouring four plates 
worth of “food.” 

The campus longs for a football 
team to call our own. Tailgates 
provide the perfect outlet for a 
school to have a close-knit fam-
ily feel, as parents, relatives and 
friends can all come together on 
the VCU grounds and marvel 
at the beautiful sites our com-
munity beholds. Time will only 
tell whether or not VCU pulls 
the trigger to initiate the plan-
ning of bringing football to our 
university. When that day comes, 
I hope not only am I there to see 
it, but that we won’t suck — all 
this upheaval would be for noth-
ing if our football team was on 
the losing end of another school’s 
garbage time. 

Men’s soccer begins A-10 play with tie and victories

VCU women’s
soccer on hot 

streak in A-10 play

Garbage Time: Without a football program, fall sports suffer

Junior midfielder Tori Burress deflects the ball from 
a Fordham attacker on Thursday night. 

Freshman Lyndsey Moreland awaits a VCU corner kick in Wednesday night’s match against 
St. Bonaventure. 
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Even Jordan  
needed Pippen, 
Batman needed 
Robin and Seth 

Rogen needed James 
Franco. Basketball cannot 
be the sole pillar of the 
sporting community.

PETER MASON
Contributing Writer

Victories against Duquesne University 
and Fordham University allowed women’s 
soccer to maintain an undefeated streak 
in the Atlantic 10 after taking down the 
Duquesne Dukes 1-0, and then defeating 
the Fordham Rams 3-2 in overtime.

The women were able to defeat Ford-
ham despite trailing 1-0 in the first half of 
the match. Fordham’s redshirt-sophomore 
forward Kristina Maksuti managed to 
fire a shot into the net with her head off 
a corner kick from her teammate, junior 
midfielder/defender Brianna Blunck.  

“We didn’t make it easy on ourselves,” 
head coach Lindsey Martin said. “They 
played the game the right way and they 
had two very good finishes, but we were 
able to battle back. I’m proud of our resil-
ient effort tonight.”

In the second half, senior forward Kai-
lyn Slade scored two goals for the Rams, 
both of which tied up the score when VCU 
was trailing. Her first was off a header 
from a corner in just the first three minutes 
of the second half to tie the score at 1-1. 

After a goal from Fordham’s gradu-
ate midfielder/defender Jessica Widmann, 
Slade was able to strike again by tapping a 
loose ball in front of the net. The goal for 
Slade tied the score at 2-2 with eight min-
utes left in the game, forcing overtime.

“I guess I just waited until my senior 
year to score all of these goals,” Slade said. 
“I don’t know where my head came from, 
because I’m the shortest one of the field. 
I’ve been getting these headers but it feels 
great to be home and score the hat trick.”

The hat trick came when Slade put 
the game away for VCU in the first four 
minutes of overtime, and VCU came away 

with a 3-2 victory after trailing twice 
during the match. The Rams held a 16-7 
advantage in shots.

“I think the team just got their stuff 
together,” Slade said. “This is when it mat-
ters, it’s like a new season beginning A-10 
play and we just want to win it.”

“We’re a young team,” Martin said. 
“We have a couple of mature players, but 
you’re going to make mistakes when you’re 
young. So I feel like we’re hitting a stride 
around the right time, that’s not to say 
we’re still going to make some mistakes 
but you want to get better as a team as the 
season goes on and I feel like we’re doing a 
pretty good job of that.”  

In the first half against the Dukes, 
VCU was unable to manage a goal. They 
outshot VCU in the first 45 minutes 4-3. 
In the second, Martin’s offense took over, 
and VCU held an 11-3 advantage in shots 
overall, which helped them take the 1-0 
win, outshooting the Dukes 14-7 overall. 

Duquesne and VCU found themselves 
in a defensive struggle most of the match, 
neither side finding luck connecting on 
shot attempts. 

In the first four minutes of the second 
half, VCU freshman forward Julia Suarez 
managed a goal by taking advantage of 
a pass from her teammate, sophomore 
defender Amanda Hallesjo, and with two 
moves put the ball past the Dukes’ fresh-
man goalkeeper, Kyra Murphy.

VCU was able to outmatch Duquesne 
in offense in the first half, and went on 
to take the 1-0 win, continuing their win 
streak to four games and staying unbeaten 
in conference play.

The next match for VCU is against 
Dayton University on Sunday afternoon. 
The Rams currently hold a record of 5-6-1 
and are 3-0 in the A-10.

FADEL ALLASSAN
Staff Writer

Men’s soccer head coach Dave 
Giffards may have thought it was a 
long time coming, but after under-
going a five-game winless streak, 
the Rams finally took home a win 
against St. Bonaventure University 
2-0 on Oct. 7 and another aginst 
Davidson 1-0 on Oct. 10. 

VCU outshot Davidson on 
Saturday with 17 shots on goal to 
10. Juan Fajardo Ortiz put away the 
lone goal for the rams in the 59th 
minute off a free kick from just 
outside the top of the box.

The St. Bonaventure University 
match was played at Sports Backers 
Stadium and was VCU’s first in 
Atlantic 10 conference play.

The Rams won their third game 
of the season in a straightforward 
manner, keeping possession of the 
ball for the majority of the game. 
SBU’s goalkeeper, redshirt-senior 
Bobby Diaz, kept SBU from leak-
ing several goals. Diaz’s standout 
performance saw him record 10 
saves to keep the deficit at only two 
successful shots on goal. Giffards 
was pleased with the result despite 
his team not converting most of its 
shots on target.

“Anytime in the league it’s good 

to get three points, we have been 
away for a while, and while we’ve 
had monsoon-like rain the field was 
okay, so that’s good. I thought it 
was a solid performance,” Giffards 
said. “When you get into the A-10 
things are different from the out of 
conference schedule, some of the 
best things about playing the best 
teams in the country is that they’re 
gonna play and you’re gonna play, 
so both teams can score chances 
just from the run of play.”

VCU began its offensive efforts 
early as senior defender Den-
nis Castillo’s free kick forced the 
first save from Diaz in the fourth 
minute. Just moments later, junior 
midflielder/forward Jorge Herranz 
tested Diaz again, but the traveling 
keeper again made a crucial save 
to keep the game scoreless. Junior 
forward Simond Kargo could not 
get the ball past Diaz either, as his 
effort was deflected away by the St. 
Bonaventure keeper.

Even though they registered 
nine shots and seven corner kicks 
in the first half, the Rams could 
not find the net until before the 
halftime whistle — Herranz lifted 
a corner into the box for redshirt 
junior Dakota Barnathan, who 
headed a ball to freshman midfield-
er Sydney Moreland who calmly 

put the ball in the back of the net 
to give VCU its breakthrough. For 
Moreland, a Richmond native, it 
was his breakthrough as well his 
debut goal with VCU soccer.

The second half saw much of 
the same as the Rams passed and 
moved the ball across the field, al-
lowing them to keep possession for 
most of the half. Sophomore Ivan 
Sakou’s 80th-minute shot looked 
to double the lead, but the shot was 
knocked down by the SBU defence.

As the clock wound down to the 
last 10 minutes, redshirt junior Kai 
Marshall was able to extend the 
lead for the Black and Gold after he 
was on the receiving of a pass from 
freshman midfielder Cody Sweatte.

VCU was able to improve 
to a 3-6-2 record and 1-0-1 in 
the A-10 conference.

Days earlier on Oct. 3, the 
Rams began regular A-10 confer-
ence play in Fairfax with a tie at 
George Mason University. Luck 
was not on the Rams side with a 
win on the night as they recorded 
17 shots to George Mason’s 10, 
and twice as many shots on target 
as Mason. VCU junior goalkeeper 
Perre Gardan was called into action 
three times while his counterpart, 
Mason’s junior goalkeeper Stef-
fen Kraus had to make seven stops 

against the Rams.
George Mason took the lead 

in the 29th minute through junior 
forward Matt Tucker, VCU cre-
ated opportunities, but could not 

equalize until the 85th minute 
when Herranz was able to find the 
equalizer to take the event into 
overtime. Barnathan hit the cross-
bar in overtime as the Rams could 

not find a winner despite a series of 
corner kicks. 

The Rams have seven matches 
left in the A-10 until the start of the 
postseason.

The
Press
Box
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what’s happening
program details, rates, and locations at recsports.vcu.edu 

intramural registration
registration mon – fri at the CSG
10/5 – 10/8      [10 am – midnight]
10/9              [10 am – 1pm]
10/11              [7pm – midnight] 
10/12 – 10/15 [10 am  – 1 pm & 
               [ 7 pm – midnight]
$25/team
— volleyball (6) 
— basketball tournament (5)  
— team handball (5)
— innertube water polo (5) 
free agent meeting 
[tue, 10/13, 10 pm]

AHA first aid CPR AED 
full certification 
[oct. 24,  9am – 3pm]
recertificiation 
[oct. 26, 5 – 9pm] 

AHA BLS for  
healthcare providers 
[oct.10, 10am – 4pm ] 

/VCURecSports/recsportsvcu

vcurecsports.
tumblr.com/vcurecsports

/VCURecSports/vcu_recsports

wp.vcu.edu/
recsports/

VCU RecSports
ios/android app 

outdoor nation  
campus challenge 
[sept 6 – oct 17]

vcu oap chili cookoff 
[fri, 10/16, 6pm ]

day hike
[sat, 10/17]

sea kayaking weekend
[sat & sun, 10/17 – 10/18]

climbing weekend
[sat & sun, 10/24 – 10/25]

great dismal swamp
canoe trip
[sat & sun, 10/24 – 10/25]

halloween climbing comp
[fri, 10/30]

adult swim lessons
session 3  [10/26 – 11/20] 
register  [10/12  –  10/23]
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Gold Rush dancers excited to hit the court

Freshman Mcletchie thrives, volleyball loses five straight

UVA Asthma and Allergic Diseases Center 

ddm9q@virginia.edu | 434.982.3510

Do You Have Asthma?

Asthma Study Participants from  

VCU Needed 


   Volunteers are needed for a study about asthma  

and the common cold. 


   You must have asthma, not smoke and be 18-40 years old. 


     Screening at UVA is in progress now and involves 2 visits  

($40 for the 1st visit; $60 for the 2nd). $30 reimbursement  

for gas mileage for VCU participants will also be provided.  

Those who qualify can participate with payment  

of up to $1,870 for completing the study. 

For more information, please contact the  

UVA Asthma and Allergic Diseases Center via  

email at ddm9q@virginia.edu or 434.982.3510. 

(HSR#12656 and 14427)

Clinical Trial | Asthma Study

ADVERTISEMENT

MALINKA WALTERS
Contributing Writer

Volleyball succumbed to a five-
game losing streak last weekend in 
a home loss to George Mason Uni-
versity on Oct. 4 and a road loss to 
Liberty University on Oct. 6.  

Freshman outside hitter Sah-
bria McLetchie performed well 
despite the two consecutive losses. 
In the two games combined, 
McLetchie had a total of 39 kills 

and four blocks. Against Liberty, 
she had 22 of 43 kill attempts 
giving her a hitting average of 
.349 in the game with only seven 
recorded swinging errors. 

Standing 5-foot-10, McLetchie 
surpassed the record for most kills 
by a freshman at VCU since 2007; 
she has reached double digits for 
kills in eight of her last 10 games, 
with a current average of 4.75 kills 
per set in the last three matches. 
Head coach Jody Rogers spoke 

highly of the freshman’s play. 
Along with McLetchie, 

sophomore middle blocker Jane 
Fedderson grounded some kills 
of her own with a total of 19 
kills and three blocks combined, 
both players totalling 79 assists 
from redshirt-freshman setter 
Indigo Thompson. 

“Sahbria Mcletchie and Re-
bekah Strange played well for us 
tonight, but we couldn’t string 
points together, couldn’t get any 

runs going,” Rogers said. 
On the defensive side, sopho-

more Rebekah Strange and 
redshirt-freshman Tori Pearce 
contributed their joint share of 29 
digs against Mason with Strange 
accumulating 13 digs of her own 
against Liberty. 

Collaboratively, the Rams did 
fall short as they suffered two 
tough losses. However, there 
were some key moments from 
both matchups. 

During Sunday’s match against 
George Mason, Feddersen helped 
build up a 10-3 quick lead with her 
dominating three kills in a four-
play span during the fourth set. 
It took Mason some time to get 
it going, but they were able to get 
their points back with a 9-3 burst 
to pull within 13-12 and later took 
a 17-16 lead from a hard kill from 
Jordan Glass. 

It was back and forth between 
the Rams and the Patriots, until 

three well-swung kills were dis-
played by Mason’s Lola Owokoni-
ran and Martin, along with an ace 
by Montana Green that pulled the 
Patriots to victorious 25-23 win 
over the Rams. The final scores of 
the four well-played sets were 18-
25, 25-19, 25-21, 25-23. 

As for the Liberty match, the 
Lady Rams led the second set 18-
17, but with sturdy blocks and a 
nasty kill, the Flames took the 3-0 
lead. VCU managed to tighten up 
and hold a tie score at 21-21 on 
an ace by McLetchie, but a series 
of blocks, kills and a finishing ace 
caused the Rams to fall short of a 
win. The final scores were 19-25, 
22-25 and 22-25. 

“We came out a little flat 
tonight and Liberty was ready,” 
Rogers said. “But we got some 
people back in the lineup 
tonight, and our focus now is 
getting ready to jump back into 
conference play Saturday.”

Freshman outside hitter Sahbria McLetchie has averaged 4.75 kills per set in eight of her last 10 games. 

We came 
out a little 
flat tonight 
and Liberty 

was ready …But we 
got some people back 
in the lineup tonight, 
and our focus now is 
getting ready to jump 
back into conference 
play Saturday.”

— JODY ROGERS

ERIKA ROBINSON
Contributing Writer

Of the athletes on VCU’s 
campus, there are some that may 
go unnoticed; they appear hidden 
amongst the other 31,000 students, 
but at halftime of the men’s basket-
ball games, they are in plain sight. 

They are the Gold Rush 
Dance Team.

Chelcy Hedgspeth, started 
dancing at the age of thirteen. 
She started in jazz and hip-hop, 
but had little competitive experi-
ence. When she arrived at VCU, 
Hedgspeth didn’t know the school 
even had a team, but she is now a 
senior and captain. She was also 
accepted into the VCU Dance and 
Choreography program. 

“Dance means a lot. It’s my 
favorite part of the day,” Hedg-
speth said. “We have practice 
three times a week, and it is just 
something to look forward to. All 
of the girls are fantastic.”

The Gold Rush hold tryouts ev-
ery year to keep some friendly com-

petition and ensure they have the 
best quality dancers each season.

“Most of the girls who try out for 
dance team have some sort of dance 
training background and we take 
girls from all types of styles as long 
as they have the fundamentals,” said 
senior captain Jackie Van Dao.

Van Dao said she tried out for 
Gold Rush because she had been 
dancing since she was three years 
old, but knew she didn’t want to 
major in dance at VCU.

During performances, the Gold 
Rushers perform routines from 1 
minute and 15 seconds to 1 minute 
30 seconds.

“One of my favorite parts during 
a game is when the players make a 
clutch three-pointer or a dunk, the 
Peppas play the song ‘War’ right 
after and we do a little dance that 
goes with that song and the whole 
crowd knows what to do during 
that song so the whole Siegel Cen-
ter is pumped,” Van Dao said.

Van Dao said one of her other 
favorite aspects is traveling with 

the team during the A10 and 
NCAA tournaments.

“Our coach chooses only six 
girls to go to each tournament 
and that’s based on seniority 
and also your commitment and 
work on the team,” Van Dao 
said, adding that one of the best 
games she’s dance at was the A10 
Championship game last year in 
Brooklyn. 

“I’m pretty sure I cried when 
we won because I was so excited, 
and seeing the team so happy 
especially because we lost Briante 
Weber during the season made 
the moment so much for special 
for them,” Van Dao said.

The Gold Rush Dance Team 
will make its first game appear-
ance at the men’s basketball 
Black and Gold game Oct. 24. 

“We have a great group of girls 
this year,” Hedgspeth said. “I 
want this year to be the most uni-
formed routine year as possible. I 
want our professionalism to show 
through our routine.”

              (0)       19   22   22            6-13

Score               1     2     3      Team Records

              (3)       25  25   25              8-8
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spectrum in 1492, Christioher Columbus land-
ed in the Bahamas, beginning the 
European colonization of America.

On this day

KELLY MICKEY
Contributing Writer

Before the temperature drops 
any further, take advantage of the 
various opportunities to experi-
ence local RVA culture, entertain-
ment by local and distant talent 
or  make a contribution to the 
community.

From food and concerts to 
tours of the city, the CT has com-
piled several events highlighting 
different aspects of both student 
and Richmond life. All of the 
listings below are reachable by cy-
cling, walking or a short bus ride.

ADRIEL VELAZQUEZ
Contributing Writer

A RAW Art Showcase in 
Richmond highlighted works from 
fashion designer TJ Sewer, along 
with some local Richmond artists 
and performers last Thursday.

On Oct. 8, RAW hosted the 
event, “Merge,” at the Hippo-
drome in Richmond. The event 
featured local talent in visual art, 
fashion, music, performance, film, 
photography, hair and makeup. 

RAW is an independent arts 
organization created by Heidi 

Luerra in Los Angeles, California 
in 2005. It has since grown into 
a nationwide organization that 
showcases multiple mediums of art 
in more than 54 cities across the 
U.S. The one-night events occur 
monthly in each city, with the 
season running from February to 

October. 
Artists focusing on photogra-

phy, dance and cosmetics were also 
on display at the Hippodrome. 
Brianne Schmitt, who uses the 
pseudonym Bri, is a 16-year-old 
sculptor living in Richmond. She 
was showing off some of her latest 
work during the event.

“I feel RAW is special because 
their artists are incredibly diverse 
and unique,” Schmitt said. “In-
stead of focusing on one particular 
form of art, they focus on many 
different kinds.”

Her work focuses primarily on 
small sculptures of dragons. She 
writes in her bio on the event’s 
website that she enjoys working 
with polymer clay, and enjoys 
experimenting with different com-
binations of color and form.

“RAW has many fantastic art-
ists that focus on paintings and 
drawings, but they have very few 
sculptors,” Schmitt said. “I am 
grateful for the opportunity to 
share this amazing art form with 
so many people.”

At the end of the season, RAW 
hosts an annual “RAWards” show 
in Hollywood, recognizing the 
best artists in each category. TJ 
Sewer, a fashion brand from Wil-
liamsburg, Virginia, headlined the 
event as the featured attraction, 
displaying their shirts, blouses, 
skirts and other clothing items. 
The brand has been featured na-
tionally, including an appearance 
on Good Morning Arizona and 
popular fashion blogs like Lauren 
Conrad’s. 

“RAW is very special for the 
reason that we will be able to show 
our artistic talents to a large audi-
ence,” said Tabitha Sewer, founder 
and designer for the brand. “We 
are excited about our line and want 
others to enjoy our work and be 
inspired by it as well.”

Most local artists had to apply 
to featured in “Merge,” but Sewer 
was selected to be the headliner by 
organizers at RAW. 

Earlier this summer, Sewer 
launched a social media campaign 
called “Wonderland,” along with 

a fall 2015 clothing line called 
“Urban Gems.” This combination 
garnered considerable attention on 
social media nationwide, which 
prompted RAW to reach out to 
the brand. 

“RAW found us and asked us to 
be featured in their upcoming ex-
hibit,” Sewer said. “By being a part 
of this event, it aids TJ Sewer to be 
further promoted independently, 
thus expand further on a national 
or even international level.”

RAW also has an active online 
community. Artists chosen to be 
showcased by RAW get their own 
online profile on the RAW web-
site. The website also includes tools 
for RAW artists to interact with 
each other, promote upcoming 
projects and track their progress. 

This was the last RAW show-
case happening this season, so the 
next opportunity to see the organi-
zation feature local art and culture 
will be February 2016.

Fun with falling leaves: Autumn festivals abound

TJ Sewer and RVA, fashion and art culminate in celebration

Momotaro: Slightly Better 
than Grocery Store Sushi

Shaferbird Feature
Shafer Bird is part of the Mesh Media Network, a division of VCU Student Media. The Shafer Bird 

team works to bring the VCU community menu updates and original content, including reviews of on- 
and off-campus restaurants. www.shaferbird.com

“I left with a stomach 
ache. Not full-on 
food poisoning, just a 
general sort of unwell 
feeling that comes 
from the body telling 
you that you maybe 
shouldn’t have eaten 
what you just ate. 
Momotaro is a strange 
place.”

— Greg Kremer A plate of sushi at Momotaro.
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The Hippodrome’s sign advertises the Raw Artist Showcase. The event featured a variety 
of artists from around the area.

Artist and stylist B.Ross shows off paintings at the RAW event. Artists with specialities in hair 
and makeup had the chance to be featured.

This event showcases the 
science behind things that 
glow. The Science Museum of 
Virginia offers education and 
entertainment for people of 
all ages with activities at this 
event to include, fire spinning, 
fluorescent drawing and glow in 
the dark games. As the evening 
winds down, a screening of 
Back to the Future Part II will 
take place at 8 p.m. Along with 
your admission comes the op-
portunity to stargaze and watch 
a live performance of Cosmic 
Expedition. This event runs 
from 5-9 p.m., and admission is 
free with a valid student ID.

This event running from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. down West 
Broad Street is a festival, 5K 
and fun run that allows many 
different community groups 
and vendors the opportunity to 
fundraise for their organization 
and sell their products. This 
year, the 5K crosses through 
the VCU campus and the 
festival features many perfor-
mances by local artists. If you 
would like to participate in this 
event, simply visit their website 
and register as a participant, or 
just come to enjoy the music, 
food and shops.

Celebrate the weekend 
before the holiday as you walk 
with other Richmond residents 
in support of the American 
Cancer Society. Participants 
are encouraged to dress in 
costume for this event, with 
prizes going to the best dressed 
in each category. In the spirit 
of Halloween, this is your op-
portunity to dress in your best 
zombie attire and roam the 
streets of the city all for a good 
cause. No preregistration is 
required for this event, but all 
donations will go toward the 
American Cancer Society.

Day of the Dead is a widely 
celebrated holiday in Mexico 
and parts of the United States 
centered around honoring 
and remembering late friends 
and family. If you come out to 
Shockoe Bottom — just a hop, 
skip and jump from campus 
— you can expect to be with 
around 500 others enjoying 
live musical performances 
and dance from traditional 
Aztec performers, traditional 
Mexican foods and sweets, 
and the chance to learn about 
some traditions surrounding 
the holiday. 

This annual festival brings 
in tattoo artists from Seoul, 
South Korea, Jacksonville, 
Florida and New York City. 
You can make it to the Great-
er Richmond Convention off 
of VCU’s Campus Connector, 
where you’d get the chance 
to either admire the work of 
hundreds of artists, or get ink 
on yourself done by highly-
renowned tattoo artists. 
They’ll be holding contests 
every day of the event, show-
ing off the best tattoo in a 
variety of categories.

VCU Broad Street Mile 11th annual Richmond 
Zombie Walk

Día De Los Muertos
(Day of the Dead) Event 

Richmond Tattoo
Arts Festival

Oct. 16
Science Museum of Virginia

Oct. 17
West Broad Street,
in front of the Depot

Oct. 24
Carytown Dixie Donuts

Nov. 1
17th Street Farmer’s Market

Nov 22-23
Greater Richmond  
Convention Center
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Science After Dark: Glow! 
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ADVERTISEMENT

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

A gallery opening this month 
will benefit an organization ded-
icated to working with children 
through their toughest moments 
through trauma-informed men-
tal health aid, child development 
services and on-scene emergency 
assistance.

The seventh annual Artists 
Support ChildSavers Show will 
run Oct. 29-31 at the Glave 
Kocen Gallery, and will feature 
multiple artists focusing their 
work around ChildSavers and 
their efforts.

Owners and husband-wife 
duo BJ Kocen and Jenn Glave 
have a strong relationship with 
both ChildSavers and the local, 
contributing artists.

“Jenn and myself really like 
to get behind causes that help 
children through difficult situ-
ations,” Kocen said. “We don’t 
have children of our own, so I 
think this is our way, somewhat, 
of being an aunt and uncle to 
numerous kids. We also have 
developed a real bond with the 
staff of ChildSavers, and we’re 
proud of the work we’ve done 
together.”

ChildSavers primarily works 

with children who have been 
subject of trauma, ranging from 
anywhere between witnessing 
domestic violence at home or 
shootings in their neighborhood 
to being the victim of a sexual 
assault.

ChildSavers employs a staff 
of 40, and serves 34 localities 
throughout Central Virginia 
with several programs. Tradi-
tional therapy is provided for 
individuals ages 2-17. Childsav-
ers works with child protec-
tive services, Richmond Police 
Department and other first 
responder agencies to provide an 
immediate service. 

“If a child is running away 
from home, we’re there to 
provide crisis intervention,” said 
Thomas Millisor, Vice President 
of Development at ChildSav-
ers. “Or there’s a fire, and first 
responders and everyone’s there 
for the family and what’s going 
on with them, but not taking 
care of the kid. We’ll provide 
them some coping mechanisms 
to start dealing with the situa-
tion.”

The organization’s theme of 
“art transforming lives” can be 
observed through their programs 
that utilize art therapy to aid 
child development.

“We have a couple differ-
ent modalities,” Millisor said. 
“One is play therapy, but not all 
children express through play, 
some express through art. We 
allow them to do that as well. 
Visual arts can be stimulating. 
They can be calming, they can 
be soothing.” 

This year’s art show will be 
revamped compared to past 
years. Fifteen new artists have 
been added to the show, bring-
ing the count to 54.

“I expect this year to the best 
yet,” Kocen said. “We’ve brought 
in 15 new artists, we’ve im-
proved the quality and quantity 
of the silent auction table and 
have basically just amped every 
single aspect of the exhibition. 
This is the seventh year of the 
Artists Support ChildSavers Ex-
hibit, and the timing was perfect 
to reinvent the event.”

A few silent auction items 
include a three-night stay in 
Hilton Head, South Carolina; 
airline tickets to anywhere in 
the Continental U.S., Alaska, 
Canada and Mexico; and a pri-
vate six-hour fishing charter for 
two people.

The show will feature pre-
dominately flat art, including 
photography, mixed-medium 

canvas and hardboard, as well as 
oil, pastel and acrylic painting. 

“Most of our artists are going 
to make art with ChildSavers in 
mind,” Millisor said. “It might 
be inspired by the work that we 
do, but all the art will be ap-
propriate for us to hang in our 
building. Most of the artists that 
are a part of the show are also 
a part of our collection in the 
building.”

Over the course of the three 
day show, 400 guests are expect-
ed to attend. This year, attendees 
will be charged an admission 
fee. Individual tickets are $30 
in advance and $40 at the door; 
junior patron tickets are $100.

“We felt that it was a fund-
raiser, and we wanted to make 
sure we’re getting all the oppor-
tunities to engage our audience,” 
Millisor said. “We thought that 
would be a great way to increase 
the level of the show.”

One example of this came 
while planning for the show, 
the organizers realized its last 
day is also Halloween. Chil-
dren-friendly activities such as 
pumpkin decorating, Stanley 
Rayfield’s Caricature Drawings, 
and Trick or Treating through-
out the nearby galleries will take 
place from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

FADEL ALLASSAN
Staff Writer

The controversial group that says 
they’re dedicated to the protection of 
Confederate monuments and memen-
tos is making the news again as orga-
nizers promise to continue spreading 
images of the various versions of the 
Confederacy’s flag.

The Virginia Flaggers, who have 
more than 20,000 likes on their Face-
book page, are responsible for placing 
a 15-by-20 foot flag commemorat-
ing the Confederacy in Chesterfield 
County along Interstate 95 earlier this 
year. They then doubled down on that 
action by placing another identical 
flag alongside Interstate 64 in Henrico 
County. 

The member of the group whose 
property the flag was placed on, Gray-
son Jennings, told WWBT NBC12 
News that the group would continue 
to “pepper this town” with flags.

“It was misused — hijacked, if 
you will — by some hate groups,” 
Jennings said to NBC12. “You keep 
taking our heritage away, we are go-
ing to put up more.”

A century and a half after the end 
of the American Civil War, contro-
versy continues to surround the flag 
that represents the group that seceded 
from the north largely over the issue 
of slavery. Recently, South Carolina 
lowered the flag from its capitol 
grounds following the mass shooting 
of nine black churchgoers in Charles-
ton. The shooter was photographed 
posing wearing the flag.

While the flaggers argue on their 
Facebook page that the flag is meant 
to “commemorate the Confederate 
soldiers who bravely fought for the 
commonwealth,” Phil Wilayto, the 
Executive Director of Defenders for 
Freedom, Justice and Equality, said 
he disagrees with the group’s tactics.

Wilayto said that the group’s 
spreading of the flag was only to 
cause commotion, and was possibly 
outright racism.

“If they want to honor the Con-
federate dead, no one’s got a problem 
with that,” Wilayto said. “But when 
they take a symbol that they know is 
a symbol of racism, and they force it 
in people’s faces on highways, streets, 
public places, they’re going to get a 
reaction.”

The two groups butted heads dur-
ing the UCI Road World Champi-

onships when the Virginia Flaggers 
called the Defenders for Freedom 
a hate group after the Defenders 
announced they would be holding 
a press conference at the Jefferson 
Davis Monument.

Ana Edwards of the Defenders 
told the Richmond Times-Dispatch 
that the conference would “tell the 
world that Richmonders do not sup-
port showcasing these monuments 
of Confederate military and political 
leaders during this world-famous 
sports event.”

Dr. Kimberly Brown is the 
Interim Chair of the Department 
of African American Studies and 
Chair of the Department of Gender, 
Sexuality and Women’s Studies at 
VCU. She said that if the flaggers 
display symbols commemorating the 
confederacy to honor their ancestors, 
then the same action has a reverse 
effect on her heritage as an African-
American.

“If the flag honors the Flaggers 
ancestors, then it most assuredly dis-
honors my own. I see it as a symbol of 
hate and white supremacy. The truth 
of the matter is that the Confederates 
lost,” Brown said. “I don’t know of 
any other country that flies the flag of 
the losers of its civil wars.”

She said that the flag is a symbol 
of racial injustice, and that its ties to 
slaveholding mean that anyone who 
flies it is honoring a time scarred by 
violence and oppression.

At the press conference, a small 
plane carrying a banner with a Con-
federate battle flag and the phrase 
“Confederate heros matter” circled 
above as the speaker’s discussed the 
historical significance of slavery in 
Richmond.

The Virginia Flaggers took credit 
for the banner on their Facebook 
page and said the misspelling of the 
word “heroes” was due to “pilot error.”

The Commonwealth Times 
reached out on two separate occasions 
to members of the Flaggers, who did 
not respond to requests for a com-
ment.

According to the Times-Dispatch, 
speakers at the conference announced 
their support of a proposed nine-acre 
memorial park in Shockoe Bottom 
to commemorate victims of the do-
mestic slave trade, which operated in 
Richmond prior to the Civil War.

Confederate Flag debate rages in Richmond
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The front of the Glave Kocen gallery, the location of the art show happening Oct. 29-31.

Art show to open at the 
Glave Kocen gallery 

benefitting child 
development
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Why would anybody get “pumped” to participate in a fundraiser 
that exploits the existence of the more than 1.5 million Americans 
in the state and federal prison system?

“
“

Quote of the week

MONICA HOUSTON
Opinion Editor

Oct. 16, 1995 was the first year 
nearly a million black men came 
together at the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., in the spirit of 
brotherhood to declare their right 
to justice and encourage unity. 
Louis Farrakhan, the leader of the 
Nation of Islam, led a pledge for 
the need of atonement; the Nation 
of Islam commemorates this pledge 
every year on its anniversary, the 
Day of Atonement.

The pledge was a commitment 
“to be responsible and active in 
improving the black community.” 
That day, not a single violent action 
broke out and the community came 
together with love and black pride. 
For 18 years, black Americans have 
come together to lift each other up 
and improve their lives, but this 
doesn’t seem to translate into consis-
tent behavior.

Black Americans live in this 
double-conscious state of mind every 
second of their life, a concept first 
put forth by W.E.B. Du Bois. We 
question our own actions, thoughts 
and skin color, and struggle to be 
accepted in an unaccepting and 
judgmental world. The year after 
the march, many said there was no 
evident change in the black commu-
nity after their promises “to support 
their families, refrain from violence 
and physical or verbal abuse toward 
women and children, and renounce 
violence against other men, except in 
self-defense.”

How can our community expect 
these promises to carry over into 

everyday life when we don’t have 
constant encouragement from 
each other? It’s one thing to not 
have the support from your own 
brothers and sisters of color, but 
it’s another when you encounter 
constant reminders that you are 
not adequate enough, that simply 
because you wake up every morn-
ing with a darker pigment that 
you have to work twice as hard, 
to be twice as smart as your white 
counterparts, to receive equal pay 
or respect.

In ’95, there was controversy 
regarding Farrakhan’s ideals, but not 
much was said about the message. 
Farrakhan was called racist and 
sexist for excluding certain groups. 
This day was a call for black men 
across the country to come together 
to build and uplift each other. This 
was not the time or the place to 
include anyone else, other than those 
millions of black men that get the 
stereotype forced upon them every 
day that they are unworthy, unsup-
porting, thieves, liars, drug dealers 
or addicts, beasts and bad fathers 
who belong in jail or off the street. 

Take your opinions and your 
animosity elsewhere. These men 
don’t need it — especially from 
black women. Support our men on 
this one day of the year where they 
can come together and better their 
families and their own lives. 

Oct. 10, 2015 commemorated 
the 20th anniversary of the original 
Million Man March. The theme 
was “Justice or Else,” to demand 
justice from discrimination and rac-
ism for Native Americans, Latinos 
and black Americans. We demand 

justice from the nation we built. 
Du Bois told us, “The system 

can’t fail those it was not designed to 
protect.” Ida B. Wells told us, “The 
ones that commit the murders write 
the reports.”

So what does the “or Else” mean? 
It is not a call of violence. It is hold-
ing those whose actions are unjust 
accountable, “or else.” It is calling 
out the government to uphold their 
standards of equality, life and liberty, 
“or else.” It is forcing an end to 
nationwide hypocrisy, “or else.”

The anniversary march was 
disappointing at first. Here we are, 
yet again, trying to demand justice, 
trying to garner attention, trying to 
get people to hear our cries, yet the 
passion for cause was not the same as 
I’ve  seen with other marches. 

I’m not sure if it is this gen-
eration’s mentality, but the crowd 
certainly did not seem as empowered 
or exuberant as I was expecting. I 
even questioned my expectations by 
assuming my perception of black 
rallies and protests was based on 
what little I’ve seen covered through 
the media.

It wasn’t until Farrakhan came 
out that the crowd’s demeanor really 
changed. Everyone was hanging on 
to this man’s every word. Farra-
khan spoke of moments that every 
American, black or white, should be 
aware of.

One particular point Farrakhan 
referenced multiple times was Jeffer-
son’s role in slavery and the emanci-
pation of black Americans. People 
can say many good things about 
Jefferson and argue his role in black 
history, but his words in his “Notes 

to Virginia” completely contradict 
these arguments

To compare the minds of blacks 
— a color Jefferson calls “unfor-
tunate” — to those of the Greeks 
by stating, “Among the Romans, 
their slaves were often their rarest 
artists … but they were of the race 
of whites. It is not their condition 
then, but nature, which has pro-
duced this distinction,” is unfor-
givable. He suggested that blacks 
are inferior to whites both in body 
and mind. Not to mention that 
he owned, assaulted and raped his 
slaves during his lifetime — and yet 

we venerate this man, calling him a 
“Founding Father.”

I anticipated that Farrakhan 
would call out Jefferson for his words 
and deeds, yet he offered nothing 
but praise. There were other mes-
sages I questioned from Farrakhan, 
which is perfectly acceptable as one 
must learn to question everything 
and anything — but I was beyond 
honored to be able to hear such a 
profound and wise man speak.

 It is important to take the 
information and form an opinion 
based on your own knowledge and 
experiences. Never take everything 

you hear for face value or you will 
quickly be led astray.

The people who left the march 
this year will hopefully take the 
words of Farrakhan and message 
of “Justice or Else” seriously. The 
or “else,” is enough is enough. The 
or “else,” is sick and tired of being 
sick and tired. Our mission for the 
next generation is to prevent history 
from repeating itself. Educate and 
encourage the next generation and 
set them up for success to be great 
leaders. Otherwise we will be here 
having these marches and rallies and 
protests for nothing but show.

The march toward justice 
can’t stop — or else

Abusing freedom of religion dangerous to the state
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MIKAELA REINHARD
Contributing Columnist

“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for a redress of 
grievances.”  - The First Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution

One of the most important 
freedoms as citizens of the United 
States is given to us by the First 
Amendment: the freedoms of 
religion and expression. But no-
where does it say we can use these 
freedoms as a basis for stripping 
people of their rights.

Originally, the term “separation 
of church and state” was coined 
by Thomas Jefferson. Despite this 
long-lived idea of no crossovers 
between religious institutions and 
our government, the opposite is 
becoming more desirable for some 

citizens among us. 
Those who are content with 

the government making decisions 
based on religion have been gain-
ing a voice and are in the process 
of trying to deny people their 
lawfully given rights. One recent 
example is Kim Davis, a county 
clerk in Kentucky, who refused to 
issue marriage licenses to same-
sex couples following the Supreme 
Court ruling that same-sex mar-
riage is constitutional. 

Davis defied court orders and 
refused to distributing marriage 
licenses, claiming that she was 
acting “under God’s authority.” 
She was jailed for contempt of 
court, and during the five days of 
her detainment, she gained a sub-
stantial amount of followers who 
backed her beliefs and protested 
in favor of her release.

Among those who approved 
of her actions were presiden-
tial hopefuls Mike Huckabee, 
who said she should ignore the 
court’s ruling, and Ted Cruz, who 

released a statement supporting 
Davis on his campaign website.

“I stand with Kim Davis. 
Unequivocally. I stand with 
every American that the Obama 
Administration is trying to force 
to choose between honoring his 
or her faith or complying with 
a lawless court opinion,” Cruz’s 
statement read.

Everyone is entitled to their 
own beliefs, but the imposition 
of their beliefs on other people 
is becoming a widespread issue. 
More and more politicians are 
building platforms off of their 
religious views, like Rick San-
torum, who has publicly spoken 
about his dissatisfaction with 
various Christian businesses be-
ing closed down after refusing to 
serve same-sex couples. 

Santorum suggests that this 
would be having “tolerance” and 
being “a two-way street” despite 
the fact that denying service to 
people for their own personal 
decisions is certainly not being 

tolerable in any means. He fully 
endorsed the original language 
of Indiana’s highly controversial 
legislation stating that individu-
als and businesses were allowed 
to express their religious beliefs 
as a defense when being sued by a 
private party. 

Americans pride ourselves on 
our freedoms. Celebrating the 
actions of Kim Davis doesn’t 
honor those freedoms, but rather 
renders them vulnerable. We are 
a democracy, not a theocracy; 
therefore, we should not be fight-
ing for legislation in the name of 
God or any other deity. 

Religious freedom is not 
an excuse to deny people their 
rights. It is in place to allow 
people to individually practice 
their thoughts and views. It is 
not meant to infringe on people’s 
lives because they do not submit 
to the same views of a certain 
group of people. Freedom from 
religious persecution is not free-
dom to persecute.

Reinforcing the prison-industrial complex is not “philanthropy”
more than one year in prison; 106,200 
were women.

Why would anybody get “pumped” to 
participate in a fundraiser that exploits 
the existence of the more than 1.5 million 
Americans in the state and federal system?

37,544 of those men, women and youth 
are incarcerated in Virginia alone. That’s 
more inmates than there are students on 
both the Monroe Park and MCV cam-
puses combined — and just because those 
37,544 men, women and youth weren’t 
there to set the record straight with 
you, it’s safe to say they wouldn’t be too 
“pumped” about this fundraiser.

They’re probably not too pumped that, 
once released, they have lost their right to 
vote — and therefore have no stake in the 
democratic process outlined by the Con-
stitution that deems us citizens.

They’re probably not too pumped that 
every one in five people will be homeless 
shortly after their re-entry into society.

They’re probably not too pumped if 
they don’t have someone who can put 
money on their books so they can receive 
vital medications, doctors visits, commis-
sary, basic hygiene products or phone calls.

They’re probably not too pumped even 
if they do have someone who can put 
money on their books, but has to pay be-
tween $2 and $12 for 20 minutes of static, 
garbled and recorded conversations during 
a collect-call.

The women are probably not too 
pumped about awaiting bail or their hear-
ing date or are serving their sentence and 
have to pay around $4 for eight poorly-
made pads when they’re on their period, in 
addition to paying around $3 a day in rent.

They’re probably also not too pumped 
about the possibility of losing family 
members, or giving birth, while institu-
tionalized and never leaving the confines 
of their cages to say hello or goodbye.

The kids who landed in juvie instead of 
alternatives like in-school suspension or 
a rehabilitation program are probably not 
too pumped that a gaggle of girls, privi-
leged enough to attend an institution of 
higher education, are parading around the 
Compass in “sexy” inmate and cop outfits 
while they wear the same white cotton 
underwear day after day inside lock-up.

Ladies, this is not “Orange is the New 
Black.” Playing dress-up without be-
ing properly educated (or having even 
heard of) the prison-industrial complex 
does not make you the next badass Ruby 
Rose wannabe. It’s not cute, sexy, excit-
ing or supportive of anything except your 
inflated social media ego. It doesn’t make 
you “bad.”

It makes you shamefully ignorant to 
the conditions of others that you’ve been 
groomed to ignore because they do not 
affect you.

But just because others’ circumstances 
or lives narratives don’t affect you doesn’t 

mean you’re not responsible for how you 
project your privilege upon others. It does 
not excuse you from contributing to the 
humorless cruelty of a system that exploits 
women (your age, or younger), men and 
people of color who can’t afford an attorney 
who whips to the court house in a Benz.

People of color, particularly African 
Americans, are overrepresented at each 
stage of the Virginia criminal justice 
system. In Virginia, African Americans 
comprise roughly 20 percent of the adult 
population. In the justice system, they 
comprise 47.4 percent of all arrests and 60.8 
percent of state prison inmates — for every 
white person incarcerated in Virginia, six 
African Americans are behind bars. As a 
result of the figures above, 20.4 percent 
of African American Virginians have lost 
the right to vote, isolating them from their 
communities and civic participation.

In July of this year, three black inmates 
died within 72 hours of one another at 
the new Richmond City “Justice Center.” 
The Richmond Times-Dispatch said the 
lawyer for Zachary Tuggle, one of the 
late inmates, said his client was suffering 
from repeated seizures and was not getting 
medication to help him.

“(Tuggle) said he needed his medication 
to stop the seizures, and he wasn’t getting 
it,” said local lawyer James A. Bullard.

Watch the WDBJ7 video interview 
with two of the family members of the 
men who passed. Then ask yourself pre-

tending to be an inmate is philanthropic.
Before the most recent string of July 

deaths, at the old Richmond City Jail 
facility, built in the 1960s, routinely held 
1,300 to 1,500 inmates even though it was 
built to accommodate 880. The old jail 
also was the subject of multiple lawsuits 
filed by inmates who were injured or 
family members of inmates who died of 
heat exposure or other alleged inhumane 
conditions while in custody.

Earlier this year, the city settled for 
$2.99 million a lawsuit filed by a former 
inmate who suffered a heat stroke in 2012 
in the old city jail’s medical tier, where 
temperatures were recorded at 108 degrees

In a July 2012 Richmond Times-Dis-
patch article, an expert on medical care at 
the nation’s jails and prisons said the death 
rate for the inmates at the overheated and 
chronically overcrowded old city jail was 
2.5 times higher than the average annual 
death rate at jails of similar size across the 
country from 2000 through 2007.

The Times-Dispatch also reported that 
from 2007 to 2012, the average number of 
Richmond jail deaths per year increased, 
even as average death rates across the na-
tion declined, according to an analysis by 
Dr. Marc Stern, a former medical director 
for prisons in Washington state.

Sixty people died in the custody of the 
old Richmond jail from 2000 through July 
29, 2012. Most of the deaths were from 
“natural” causes, like Zachary Tuggle’s 

epileptic seizure.
“Cuff me, jail me, make ’em bail me 

#vcuagd yay philanthropy,” reads another 
AGD Instagram caption that highlights 
the tagline for the event, further showcas-
ing a blatant disregard for what any of 
those three things actually feel like.

Is it philanthropic to get handcuffed 
too tight before being beaten until chunks 
of flesh from your face are left on the 
pavement — like University of Virginia 
honor student Martese Johnson last school 
year? Was it philanthropic of Tuggle, or 
Shawn Samuel or Javon Antoine Mor-
ris to lose their lives inside a cage as their 
families grappled with loss and the sher-
iff’s office issued vague statements? Is it 
philanthropic to anxiously await a bond or 
bail — that for many, is out of the realm of 
possibility due to expense?

Greek life’s focus on philanthropy is an 
admirable one. But when the theme of a 
philanthropic event makes light of a mass 
incarceration epidemic that’s clasped this 
country for decades and affects large por-
tions of our city, it distracts from the cause.

AGD must reconsider the theme for 
this event in the coming year. Perhaps, 
too, AGD should consider donating to, 
not mocking, those disenfranchised and 
abused by the prison industrial complex.

—continued from page 1

SCREENSHOT FROM INSTAGRAM
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Dear Editor,

I was surprised to see that no articles had been 
published about last week’s weather and how it 
impacted VCU students. A group of VCU students 
from the Climate Reality Project and the Environ-
mental Coalition were planning to hold a climate 
change rally at the compass on Oct. 2, but instead, 
were forced to hand out damp free stickers and 
put up posters dripping ink from the soaking rain 
water.

The effects of climate change are only getting 
worse, and if it takes hurricane after hurricane for 
people to understand this, soon it will be too late to 
do anything.

We have hope that if we act now, we can make a 
significant difference. This hope alone is not enough 
to reverse the effects of climate change, but if we all 
take action, our voices raised and our hands working 
together can change the world. If we act now, we can 
ensure that spontaneous hurricanes will not rain out 
the important events of our future.

Sincerely,
Briana Windhausen
VCU Student

 Dear Editors of The Commonwealth Times,
 
Following Hurricane Joaquin this past Friday, 

I have been very concerned with how global 
warming impacts the rest of us.  A year and 
a half ago, with so much snow all around the 
country, my county had 13 days, and six two-
hour delays.  Most teachers had to not only cut 
down the material learned, but even changed 
how much they taught.  Since I went to an IB 
school, teachers were very much under stress 
due to the limited time it took to teach us the 
material in time for the IB exams.

If climate change has such an effect that it 
impacts our education for the worse, we can-
not ignore it anymore.  Which is why I was 
puzzled to find that there was no mention of 
Hurricane Joaquin in your latest newspaper. 
The storm last week impacted students’ activi-
ties, particularly the Know Tomorrow event last 
Friday. This was suppose to be a humongous 
climate rally, but ironically due to the weather 
became nothing more than a very small freebie 
handout inside.

 

Sincerely,
Ankur Bhaskar

VCU Student

Letters to the Editor

ADD YOUR VOICE
The opinion pages of
The Commonwealth Times are 
a forum open to the public. 

Clear, concise and compelling 
contributions are welcome 
by email at houstonm@
commonwealthtimes.org, by mail 
or in person at 817 W. Broad St., 
Richmond, Va. 23220-2806. 

Executive Editor
Sarah King
kingsa@commonwealthtimes.org

Print Managing Editor
Matt Leonard
leonardmt@commonwealthtimes.org

Online Managing Editor
Audry Dubon
dubonah@commonwealthtimes.org

Copy Editor
Meagan Dermody
dermodymb@commonwealthtimes.org

Print News Editor
Maura Mazurowski
mazurom@commonwealthtimes.org

Online News Editor
Muktaru Jalloh
jallohmm@commonwealthtimes.org

Sports Editor
Bryant Drayton
draytonbo@commonwealthtimes.org

Spectrum Editor
Austin Walker
walkeraw@commonwealthtimes.org

Opinion Editor
Monica Houston
houstonm@commonwealthtimes.org

Illustrations Editor
Shannon Wright
wrightsn@commonwealthtimes.org

Photography Editor
Brooke Marsh
marshba@commonwealthtimes.org

Multimedia Editor
Margaret Carmel
carmelml@commonwealthtimes.org

Social Media Specialist
Jasmine Roberts
robertsjm@commonwealthtimes.org

Staff Writers
Fadel Allassan
allasanfg@commonwealthtimes.org

Sophia Belletti
bellettisr@commonwealthtimes.org

Marcus Blackwell
blackwellm@commonwealthtimes.org

Staff Photographer
Julie Tripp
trippjm@commonwealthtimes.org

Staff Illustrators
Erin Bushnell
bushnellef@commonwealthtimes.org

Christine Fouron
fouronco@commonwealthtimes.org

Distributor
Grace Hoffman
distribution@vcustudentmedia.com

Graphic Designers
Miranda Leung
Anya Shcherbakova
Ashley Moody
Sarah Butler
designers@vcustudentmedia.com

Advertising Representatives
Katie Gallant
Taylor Hankins
Shaun Jackson
Abigail Keatinge
advertising@vcustudentmedia.com 
804-828-6629

Outreach Coordinator
Nicolas Desouza
smc_outreach@vcustudentmedia.com

Student Media Director
Greg Weatherford 
goweatherfor@vcu.edu
804-827-1975

Production Manager
Mark Jeffries 
mjeffriesVCU@gmail.com

Business Manager
Jacob McFadden 
mcfaddenjc@vcu.edu

The Commonwealth Times strives to 
be accurate in gathering news. If you 
think we have made an error, please 
call Sarah King, executive editor, at 
804-828-5317 or email her at 
kingsa@commonwealthtimes.org.

Corrections will appear on the Opinion 
page or online at 
www.commonwealthtimes.org.

Opinions expressed are those of 
individual writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
The Commonwealth Times or Virginia 
Commonwealth University. Unsigned 
editorials represent the institutional 
opinion of The CT. 

THE CT STAFF

Dear Editor, 

After reading the article, “‘Slamnesty’ event 
amplifies voices on minority persecution,” I felt 
inspired to speak up on problems in our soci-
ety. It’s always inspiring to see young people 
so passionate about the world they live in. To 
know that many people were involved in this 
event gives me hope that important issues will 
continue to be talked about. 

I was overjoyed when I heard that thousands 
of students across the nation participated in 
the Know Tomorrow Day of Action to influence 
the Paris Climate Talks for the same reasons. 
Discussing the effects of climate change is 
very important in order to protect the earth we 
live on. A shifting climate affects everyone on 
this planet and even affects students here at 
VCU when hurricane conditions hit. The youth 
should continue to advocate for the betterment 
of our world. 

Sincerely,
Ashley Taylor
VCU Student

To the editor:

Regarding “Is VCU LGBT Friend-
ly?” in the Sept. 28 edition of the 
Commonwealth Times, thank you 
for reporting about VCU’s “Campus 
Pride Index” results and the univer-
sity’s ongoing efforts to improve 
the climate for LGBTQ members of 
our community.

VCU joined this important na-
tional effort in 2011. By becoming 
part of the Campus Pride Index and 
voluntarily responding to the ques-
tions that help to shape the index, 
Equality VCU and university leaders 
have worked together to assess our 
strengths and focus on opportuni-
ties for improving support for all 
members of the VCU community. 

As the article noted, VCU received 
a three out of five stars in the 2012 
Campus Pride Index. The overall 
ranking improved to 3.5 in the 2015 
index, which was submitted in 
March. VCU improved in six of eight 
categories, with higher rankings in 
policy inclusion, support and insti-
tutional commitment, student life, 
academic life, housing and residen-
tial life and recruiting and retention. 
With support from Equality VCU, 
an advocacy and advisory body, 
we have launched a 17-point action 
plan to strengthen our rankings in 
all of the categories. 

While important, the numbers 
don’t fully tell the story of the work 
being done here to create a more 
welcoming, supportive and inclu-
sive community.  

In August, Paris Prince was ap-
pointed as Special Assistant for 
LGBTQ Initiatives in the Division 
for Inclusive Excellence. Paris is 
leading efforts to coordinate edu-
cational opportunities and strategic 
initiatives for the LGBTQ commu-
nity, their allies and the general 
campus community. His work will 
increase awareness about the lives 
of LGBTQ individuals and challenge 
bias and intolerance.

The Division also offers The Inclu-
sive Excellence Diversity Resource 
Library, providing resource materials 
to stimulate thinking, raise aware-
ness and enhance understanding of 
diversity and inclusion. For library 
access and other information, call 
(804) 828-8947 or send an email to

inclusive@vcu.edu.
And the Division holds training 

sessions for administrative units, 
faculty, staff and members of the 
community to promote awareness 
of LGBTQ issues that are unique 
in a university setting.  And we 
encourage everyone to consider 
participating in VCU’s campus-level 
celebrations of LGBT history month 
in October to broaden their un-
derstanding of the gay rights and 
related civil rights movements. 

The 10th annual Burnside Wat-
stein Award ceremony to recognize 
individuals who enrich the sense 
of community at VCU and make a 
significant difference in the lives of 
LGBTQ faculty, staff and students 
will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 27, 
2015 in the Virginia Rooms of the 
University Student Commons at 
3 p.m. If you know of a VCU stu-
dent, faculty, staff, or community 
member who you would like to 
nominate for this award please 
submit a nomination form at: 
go.vcu.edu/lgbtaward.

The VCU community is also in-
volved in initiatives such as ongoing 
Safe Zone Training coordinated by 
University Counseling Services and 
the annual Lavender graduations.

More information is forthcoming 
about upcoming events and activi-
ties such as designating VCU sin-
gle-stall restrooms as genderless 
and accessible.  Information will 
be shared by email and posted on 
the Inclusive Excellence and other 
campus websites, in the Telegram, 
and in university articles.

We realize the complexity of 
people’s lives and experiences, and 
our need to approach diversity and 
inclusion with an eye on the inter-
sectionality of differences.  

Through the aforementioned ef-
forts and others, we are committed 
to a campus community where ev-
eryone — regardless of race, color, 
religion, national origin, age, gen-
der, political affiliation, veterans’ 
status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, genetic 
information, or disability — can 
succeed and be their very best. And 
that is what inclusive excellence is 
all about!

Sincerely,
Wanda S. Mitchell
Vice President for
Inclusive Excellence 

         
The article entitled “Diverting the school-to-prison pipeline with art” from the Oct. 
5 print edition originally stated that, “They also don’t work for kids like Sincere 
Green, Nicole Smith, Tyler-James Johnson and Sha’Quana Johnson ... he ended up 
in federal prison. Smith dropped out of school after an argument with her principal, 
started prostituting and ended up with a suspended sentence after soliciting a 
police officer.”
In the original article, these accounts were portrayed as factual. Although the stories 
are based on true accounts, they are partially fictionalized stories written by teens in 
Art 180’s Teen Leadership council, not the incarcerated youth that Art 180 worked 
with this summer. They are labeled in the gallery as such, and the article has been 
updated online.
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Answers from Last Week’s Puzzle

ACROSS

1. banditos
2. ipanema
4. crossroads
6. redeye
9. properpie
12. alamo
13. lamplighter
14. sugarshack

1

2

3 4

5

6 7

8

9

10

ACROSS
6. bathrooms
8. LGBTQ coordinator
9. women’s soccer beat this A—10 school

DOWN
1. “heritage”
2. migration to CA in search of nuggets
3. SAVES campaign
4. freshman outside hitter
5. senate bill introduced to make ____ cheaper
7. fashion show at the Hippodrome
9.pumpkin spice latte season

DOWN

1. blacksheep
3. bajabean
5. thevillage
7. mojos
8. lees
10. rappahanock
11. mellowmushroom
14. saison

+

+

+

-

-

X

X

X

X

/

/

5

10

10

654-3

-

DIReCtIoNS
Try to fill in the missing numbers.
Use the numbers 1 through 9 to complete the equations.

• Each number is only used once.
• Each row is a math equation.
• Each column is a math equation.
• Remember that multiplication and division are performed 

before addition and subtraction.

PUZZLES



ENTER THE SKYBOX 
COMPETITION

SUBMIT YOUR IMAGE (DIMENSIONS FOR PRINT ARE ROUGHLY 13×2 INCHES) TO 
MARSHBA@COMMONWEALTHTIMES.ORG.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, VISIT THE WEBSITE: WWW.COMMONWEALTHTIMES.ORG/
ENTER-THE-SKYBOX-COMPETITION/

EACH WEEK, THE CT FEATURES A “SKYBOX” IMAGE AS THE HEADER ON PAGE ONE.
NOW, THIS IMAGE WILL ALSO BE FEATURED AS THE HEADER ON THE CT’S NEW WEBSITE. WHILE WE 
LOVE THE WORK OUR TALENTED STAFF CREATES FOR THE CT EACH WEEK —  WE WANT TO SEE WHAT 
YOU’VE GOT TOO!
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