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ACLU, Legal Aid Justice Center file 
federal discrimination complaint 
against Richmond Public Schools

UNDER SCRUTINY

VMFA highlights black artists
MUKTARU JALLOH
Staff Writer

Black Faces Exude Royalty 
in Wiley Exhibit

Parks Exhibit Refocuses 
Black Plight and Triumph

SARAH KING
Executive Editor

The Legal Aid Justice Center’s 
JustChildren program and the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
of Virginia filed an administrative 
complaint, on behalf of two Afri-
can-American Richmond Public 
School middle school students with 
disabilities and all other similar 
students, with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s Office of Civil 
Rights on Aug. 24.

The RPS students are presented in 
the complaint as J.R. and A.L., who 
allege the RPS’ discipline policies 
and practices have an adverse, dis-
parate impact on African-American 
students. The complaint states this is 
in violation of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, students with 
disabilities in violation of Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
and Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990.

“The basis of the complaint is that 
the discipline policies of Richmond 
Public Schools punish African 
American students and students with 
disabilities more harshly and more 
frequently than their peers,” said Le-
gal Aid Justice Center attorney Ra-
chael Deane in a joint press confer-
ence announcing the complaint. “The 

complaint is alleged on their own 
behalf and on behalf of all similarly 
situated African-American students 
and students with disabilities.”

According to data from the Vir-
ginia Department of Education, dur-
ing the 2014-15 school year, African-
American students comprised 76 
percent of the total student popula-
tion, but were issued 93 percent of 
short-term suspensions, 98 percent of 
long-term suspensions and 97 percent 
of expulsions within RPS.

Students with disabilities ac-
counted for 16 percent of the student 
population, but were subject to 31 
percent of short-term suspensions, 
30 percent of long-term suspen-
sions and 63 percent of expulsions. 
African-American students with 
disabilities were 12.91 times more 
likely than white students without 
disabilities to be short-term sus-
pended, according to the Virginia 
Department of Education.

“These disparities cannot be 
explained by differences in student 
behavior,” Deane said. “Rather, there 
is overwhelming evidence that the 
school division’s discipline policies 
are excessively punitive and lack clear 
standards for application, leading to 
subjective interpretation and selective 
enforcement.”

African-Americans were issued 93 percent of short term suspensions, 98 percent of long term suspensions and 97 per-
cent of of expulsions within RPS in the 2014-15 school year. 

VCU won its four games on the exhibition tour, which included stops in Madrid, Valencia, 
and Barcelona, by an average of 25.4 points.

—continued on page 5

ELECTION 2016

Profiles on Richmond mayoral candidate, 
Levar Stoney and Richmond City Council 
candidate Rebecca Keel.

ON PAGE 4

Rams make a splash in Spain

—continued on page 10

—continued on page 3

Growing up in Fort Scott, Kansas in the 
Jim Crow midwest, photographer, director, 
musician and writer Gordon Parks saw his 
people being mistreated and exploited and 
somehow found beauty in the experience of 
struggle. Whether it is a black father watching 
his young queen read the newspaper (“Un-
titled, St. Louis, Missouri, 1950) or a line 
of Black Muslims holdings signs that read 
“Police Brutality Must Go” (Untitled, New 
York, NY, 1963), Parks vowed to challenge 
traditional narratives of black culture and life 
with his photography.

His vision, encapsulated in various lenses, 
has gone on to be celebrated all over the world 
and most recently, here in Richmond. His 
exhibit, “Gordon Parks: Back to Fort Scott” 
has been a highlight at the Virginia Museum 
of Fine Arts this summer. 

“Back to Scott” captures Parks’ return to 
his childhood town, reflecting on the people 
and community that made him some twenty 
years later. Because some people had moved 
since he left the town, Parks traveled to differ-
ent cities to take their photos. A key aspect of 
these shots were that they were taken during 
the segregation of the 1950’s, shortly before 

Brooklyn-based painter Kehinde Wiley’s “A 
New Republic” has been a hit in Richmond’s 
famed Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. Making 
its debut on June 10th, Wiley’s life retrospec-
tive has brought the museum much excitement. 

Much like the spectrum of each painting’s 
color palettes, exhibit visitors varied in nation-
alities, age, gender and experience. Regardless 
of one’s melanin content, each visitor left feel-
ing something visceral.

“‘I’m almost in awe to the point where I 
cry for no reason,” said Radford University 
student Jordan Wilson. “His attention to 
detail is just insane.” 

Wilson, like the thousands who’ve visited 
the critically-acclaimed art exhibit this sum-
mer, left imagining and fulfilled. With 60 
pieces of art, ranging from canvas paintings 
to bronze bust sculptures, the exhibit crystal-
lizes black life, culture and struggle by way of a 
myriad of artful juxtapositions.

A mainstay in Wiley’s work is his critique 
of the historic lack of black representation in 
contemporary art.

 “The reason I came is because you don’t 
really see African-Americans in art exhibits,” 
said attendee Sharee Fitzgerald.

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Sports Editor

The VCU Men’s basketball team traveled to 
Spain earlier this month for a two-week foreign 
tour where the Rams took home a 4-0 record.

The Rams were abroad from Aug. 12-22. 
The trip allowed the team to hold 10 additional 
practices under NCAA rules. Per NCAA rules, 
teams can take a foreign tour every four years. 
This was the team’s first trip since they traveled 
to Italy in 2012.

For junior guard Jonathan Williams and several 
of his teammates, this was his first trip overseas. 
The Richmond native said the team did a lot of 
sightseeing, including visits to one of the world’s 
largest aquarium, Madrid’s Royal Palace, the 
beaches of Valencia and the home of FC Barce-
lona, Camp Nou.

Williams said a key to the team’s success abroad 
was defensive pressure. He said the Rams applied 
man-to-man and zone press from the start to the 
end of each game. 

“We had a lot of subs,” Williams said. “We put 
a lot of pressure to not play the passing lanes and 
force their catches out. When they were trying to 
go backdoor we forced their catches out it would 
be a long run and we also had a help defender just 
running and take the steal.”

 VCU forced 40 turnovers and produced 28 
steals against Valencia in their second game in 
Spain. Senior guard Doug Brooks and freshman 
guard Malik Crowfield collected five steals each.

Williams said the most challenging portion 
of the trip was adjusting to the rules held by the 
European league. Players had to adapt to rules that 
acknowledged rip-throughs as travel violations as 
well as more lenient goaltending rules. 
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LOGAN BOGERT
Contributing Writer

The 45-year-old 7-Eleven on W Grace 
St. held its grand re-opening this week af-
ter months of renovations.

The 7-Eleven, which is located next to 
the Village Café, underwent a scrape and 
rebuild project. After the 102-day sum-
mer project was complete, the store’s grand 
opening was held Aug. 26. 

According to store owner Julia Maupin, 
the previous store had bad floors, older 
equipment and was in need of additional 
space.

“Now, we’ve modernized it. It’s 1,250 
square feet larger than what is was. We 
have an open ceiling with sky lights. It’s 
more for the VCU area and VCU students,” 
Maupin said. “We got a 12-door vault, a 
lot of gondola space with 500 more skews 
of items than we’ve had before. Everything 
inside of the store is state of the art.”

Maupin decided she needed to rebuild 
two years ago when VCU began adding 
dorms on W Grace St. and subsequently 
met with corporate officials in Dallas to 
discuss her plan.

“I took all of the newspaper clippings 
and said ‘Let me show you what’s going 
on’. It took two years for them to draw it 
up, look at the different things and then 
finally make a decision to do it.” Maupin 
said.

Maupin said the construction occurred 
over the summer when school was out in 
order to mitigate the effect of its absence 
on students. 

Maupin and 7-Eleven field consultant 
Lee Wilburn expect the store to serve ap-
proximately 2,500-3,000 people every day. 
In the first two days, they estimate that 
they’ve reached that goal.

“We just saw the reaction we got from 
everybody, the mouths dropping, and we’re 
really happy that everyone is so pleased 
with the store,” Wilburn said.

Slurpees, a slushy frozen beverage sold 
exclusively at 7-Eleven stores, were distrib-
uted for free as part of the grand opening 
on Aug. 27. Wilburn said she expects a 
truck will be at the 7-Eleven location ev-
ery Friday through September to distribute 
free Slurpees to customers.

“(We’re just) letting the kids know we’re 
back open. Every kid that comes in here 

has said the same thing — that it’s awe-
some.” Maupin said.

According to its website, 7-Eleven oper-
ates as the largest convenience store chain 

in the country.  It operates over 46,000 
locations across 16 countries and employs 
tens of thousands of workers worldwide 
and is headquartered in Dallas.

CRIME LOG

In this section:  
School-to-prison pipeline. 7-Eleven. 
Police and LGBTQ+ students. White 
nationalist. RVA and VA budgets.

HIBA AHMAD
Staff Writer

The VCU Police Department held an open forum with 
members of the LGBT community on Aug. 24 to spread 
awareness about safety precautions for students and receive 
feedback on changes the department made to better pro-
tect LGBT students.

A spokesperson for VCU PD said the goal of the 
forum is to receive feedback from the LGBT commu-
nity, which in return is incorporated into training and 
equipping off icers to promote a healthier and safer envi-
ronment on campus. 

Of the 66 reported cases involving sexual assault, do-
mestic violence, dating violence and stalking in the past six 
months, 4.5 percent of them have involved someone from 
a same-sex relationship. The percentage has seen a drop 
since 2015 which had 5.6 percent of total reported cases 
involved someone from a same-sex relationship. 

VCU’s percentages are far lower than the national 
average according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. In a report on intimate partner violence 
among  individuals who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender. The Center found that 44 percent of 

lesbian couples and 27 percent of gay couples are survivors 
of assault. 

Chief John Venuti, who has been with VCUPD since 
2010, said he has seen a major change in interaction with 
the LGBT community since he first started working at the 
university. 

“When I got here in 2010, I didn’t like what I was seeing 
or what I was hearing in the walls of my building,” Venuti 
said. “Now, we have over 40 allies with Safe Zone training, 
which is required for all academy members along with a 
transgender sensitivity training.” 

VCU Safe Zone is a program that is implemented 
by the Counseling Services to reduce homophobia and 
heterosexism on campus. VCU PD encourages, but not 
requires, their officers and personnel to partake in the 
training. Now, LGBT students can request a Safe Zone 
trained officer at any point when reporting or confiding in 
a campus officer. 

Along with the Safe Zone training, VCU PD intro-
duced a transgender sensitivity training. The department 
hopes that these trainings will help students become more 
comfortable with reporting incidents. 

“The difference is like day and night,” said Donna 
Coghill, a member of VCU PD’s LGBTQ+ Safety Advi-

sory Committee. “I can definitely say from our end that 
we are better able to serve and connect with the students.” 

On the Campus Pride Index, Which gives scores to 
colleges and universities based on their “friendliness” 
to LGBT students, VCU has an overall rating of 3.5 
out of 5. In a section which scores universities based on 
their campus’ safety for LGBT students, the site gave 
VCU a 1 out of 5 star rating regarding campus safety. 

A spokesperson for the VCU PD said the rating is in 
regards to circumstances outside of VCU PD’s jurisdic-
tion, including classroom conduct, professor-student 
interactions and resources on campus.

If a student is concerned about campus safety, the 
index displays what mechanisms are or are not in place 
for students to access on campus. 

“At the end of the day, we treat each person with the 
same respect and dignity, and make sure they have a place 
where they can turn to if they need it,” Venuti said. 

VCU PD works to better serve
and protect LGBTQ+ students

Ending the Pipeline
Community members merge to end school-to-prison pipeline

Free Slurpees ring in renovated 7-Eleven on Grace St.
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(All data obtained from the 
VCU PD daily incident log)

8/21/2016
Simple Assault 7-11 937 

W. Broad St. A male sub-
ject advised that a known 
male subject assaulted him 
at this location. Pending

8/21/2016
Simple Assault Monroe 

Park 12 N. Belvidere St. A 
male subject advised that a 
known female subject as-
saulted him at this location. 
Pending

8/21/2016
Simple Assault - Do-

mestic 1004 W. Clay St. 
A male subject advised 
that a known male subject 
assaulted him at this loca-
tion. Reported by Outside 
Agency

8/22/2016
Sexual Assault 900 W. 

Grace St. A female student 
advised that an unknown 
male subject sexually as-
saulted her at this location. 
Pending.

8/23/2016 
Simple Assault/Weapons 

Violation B1100 W. Broad 
St. A male subject was 
arrested for Simple Assault 
and brandished a weapon 
at this location. Closed. 
CBA.

8/23/2016 
Simple Assault/Drunken-

ness 600 N. Harrison St. A 
male subject was arrested 
for being Drunk In Public 
and Felony Assault on 
EMS.

8/24/2016 
Sexual Assault B10 S 

Morris St. A female student 
advised that a known male 
subject sexually assaulted 
her. Pending

8/24/2016 
Simple Assault Grace 

Harris Hall 1015 Floyd Ave. 
A male student was ar-
rested for Simple Assault. 
Closed. CBA

8/24/2016 
Extortion/Blackmail 

Johnson Hall 801 W. 
Franklin St. A male stu-
dent advised that a female 
subject is blackmailing him. 
Pending

8/24/2016 
Robbery - Individual 500 

W. Grace St. A male sub-
ject was arrested for Rob-
bery. Reported by Outside 
Agency.

8/24/2016 
Simple Assault 500 

N. Belvidere St. A male 
subject advised that an 
unknown subject assaulted 
him at this location. Report-
ed by Outside Agency.

8/25/2016 
Sexual Assault 900 

Bowe St. A female student 
was sexually assaulted 
by a known male subject. 
Pending

8/25/2016 
Threaten Bodily Harm 

1379 W. Broad St. A male 
subject advised that an 
unknown subject threaten 
him at location.

Reporting suspicious or 
emergency situations to the 
VCU Police Department can 
help solve crimes, provide 
emergency assistance that 

may save a life and help deter 
criminal activity.

Download the VCU LiveSafe 
mobile phone app to report 

crimes anonymously.

To contact the VCU PD call 
(804) 828-1196.

For an on-campus emergency 
call (804) 828-1234.

For an off-campus emergency 
call 911.
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The renovations to the Grace Street store took 102 days.

Police officers, teachers, students and members of the com-
munity gathered for the public forum on Friday night.

Art 180 and Performing Statistics sponsor art education for 
incarcerated youth in the city.

MAURA MAZUROWSKI AND MARY LEE CLARK
Online Editor and Staff Writer

Mesh signs decorated the basement of the Richmond 
Public Library Friday night.

Standing approximately five feet tall and three 
feet wide, the posters portrayed black and white pho-
tos of teenagers’ hands, reading powerful statements 
such as “Educate our youth,” “Give us opportunities 
before you give us a cell” and “Don’t separate us from 
our community.”

They were made by incarcerated youth. 
On Aug. 26, Richmond police officers, teachers, 

students and members of the community gathered for a 
public forum on understanding and ending the school-
to-prison pipeline. The event was organized by Art 180 
and Performing Statistics, Richmond-based nonprof-
its that sponsor art education for incarcerated youth 
throughout the city. 

“We’re working to dismantle the school-to-prison 
pipeline with hopes to build stronger relationships be-
tween the community and law enforcement,” said Trey 
Hartt, Resource Development Manager at Art 180.

This summer, incarcerated youth from the Richmond 
Detention Center teamed with Performing Statistics and 
Art 180 for an eight-week program to create a series of 
art, short films and instruction manuals based on the 
questions “What would keep youth free?” 

The youths worked with local filmmakers and NPR 
to create short films and radio PSAs which tell their per-
sonal stories. In one film, a youth told his story about not 
being able to find a job in order to help support his fam-
ily; another teenage boy described the need for positive 
role models.

“They wrote, shot and edited these in two days,” 
said Project Director for Performing Statistics Mark 
Strandquist, who showed the films to the 100 attendees 
at the start of Friday’s event.

The moderator of the evening was Michael Rohd, 
executive director of the Center for Performance and 
Civic Practice, a national organization that works 
with artists and communities to build civic health, 
equity and capacity.

“The conversations at the tables tonight are using 
scenarios to ask police and youth together to brain-
storm what we would do in this situation to reduce 
the possibility of a young person going into the sys-
tem,” Rohd said.

The directions were simple: at each table sat a Rich-

mond police officer, a youth and a youth advocate. As 
part of the “inner circle,” each trio would receive a real-
life scenario that concludes with a juvenile arrest. The in-
ner circle would discuss the scenario, explain how each 
of them would handle it and then welcome those sitting 
around them in the “outer circle” to chime in. 

Scenarios included a convenience store owner call-
ing the police due to loitering and suspicion of larceny; 
another had a school police officer harassing an African 
American student for being late while letting the other 
tardy students walk past unnoticed. 

Among the police officers present was Officer Far-
rhard El-Amin of the Community Care Unit. Accord-
ing to El-Amin, the most important thing to consider 
with youth is the “approach.” 

“I find that the best way to approach someone is to 
approach them how I want to be approached,” El-Amin 
said. “My approach is not to arrest.”

Once the outer circle voiced their opinions on the sce-
nario, the inner circle reconvened to write six lines – or 
the first 15 seconds – of dialogue that could happen be-
tween the police officer and youth. Once the dialogues 
were complete, the officer and youth from each group 
stood and shared it with the group. 

Open High School senior Chris Bolling said he did 
not expect to be so emotional at Friday night’s forum. 

“The real effects will come if police officers actually do 
act on what they said tonight,” Bolling said. “Then things 
will change.”

As a continuation of Friday night’s event, Art 180 
hosted another event at the library for Virginia educa-
tors on Saturday afternoon. The second event focused on 
tools to teach students about the school-to-prison pipe-
line in the classroom. 

In many scenarios, Strandquist explained police offi-
cers and teachers’ “hands are tied” due to code of conduct 
issues within their schools. 

According to the Performing Statistic website, Vir-
ginia locks up 10,000 youth a year. 

Teachers from Richmond Public Schools explained 
they have seen children harshly punished in the public 
schools they work at. Many teachers could recalled “good 
kids” being suspended for long periods of time for minor 
offenses. 

This summer was the second summer that Perform-
ing Statistics worked with incarcerated youth. In addi-
tion to working with local artists, the youths were able to 
work with legal experts and formerly incarcerated adults 
for mentorship.

We treat each person with 
the same respect ... and 
make sure they have a 
place where they can turn 
to if they need it.
John Venuti, VCU Chief of Police
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City of Richmond budget 
contrasts state forecast

White nationalist party recruitment     
efforts on campus stir online controversy

FACEBOOK FALLOUT

Richmond 
budget

Virginia state
biennial budget
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$850 3.2% 
1.7% 
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million deficit

million 

million 

expected growth
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eral fund revenues 

million deficit

million surplus

million from city sav-
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the current fiscal year

million covered by 
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ed revenue. 

Revenue reduction 
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forecasted projection:last fiscal year: 
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FADEL ALLASSAN
News Editor

The City of Richmond over-
came a projected deficit to amass 
an expected $4.5 million surplus, 
according to city officials. 

According to the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch, officials said 
new budget projections can be 
credited to Mayor Dwight C. 
Jones’ spending reductions and 
aggressive tax-collection efforts.

“The projected surplus is 
largely due to the tenacity of the 
Finance Revenue Administra-
tion Team to enhance revenue 
collection efforts and the coop-
eration of all city departments to 
reduce spending,” Said Lenora 
Reid, the deputy chief admin-
istrative off icer for f inance and 
administration to the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch. 
 The city originally projected 
$5.8 million deficit at the end 

of the third quarter when City 
Council approved to pull $4.1 
million from city savings to close 
the gap. An additional $1.7 mil-
lion was covered by higher-than-
anticipated revenue. 

The city found money for the 
budget by putting a freeze on 
hiring for any positions which 
they didn’t deem critical, limit-
ing discretionary spending by de-
partments and enhancing revenue 
collection efforts through more 
aggressive measures such as not 
allowing taxpayers delinquent on 
their personal property taxes to 
register their vehicle.

Governor Terry McAuliffe 
told lawmakers to prepare for 
“tough decisions ahead” as he an-
nounced a projected $1.2 billion 
budget shortfall on Aug. 25.

The Democratic governor told 
the General Assembly’s money 
committees the shortfall is tied 

to the state collecting fewer dol-
lars in income and sales taxes 
than previously predicted. 

Although the projected 
shortfall for the current two-year 
budget is $1.2 billion, a nearly 
$280 million shortfall which car-
ried over from the fiscal year that 
ended on June 30 means the state 
is looking at a nearly $1.5 billion 
total deficit.  
 McAuliffe said he will look to 
reduce the projected deficit in the 
current fiscal first year by cutting 
about $125 million that lawmak-
ers set aside to cover raises for 
teachers and other state employ-
ees and proposed using another 
roughly $378 million from the 
state’s rainy-day fund which law-
makers at the General Assembly 
have yet to approve.

“We are taking a very conser-
vative approach going forward. 
I would rather take a conserva-
tive approach and have to spend 
money at the end,” McAuliffe 
told CBS6.

Richmond

Virginia

MAURA MAZUROWSKI
Online Editor

Recruitment posts for a white nationalist 
party on Facebook received public backlash 
from VCU students the f irst week of school. 

VCU philosophy student and self-pro-
claimed “eccentric philosopher of politics 
and ethics” Derrick Davis posted in multiple 
class Facebook pages encouraging students 
to join the Traditionalist Worker Party on 
Aug. 23.

According to the Traditionalist Worker 
Party website, the group is “America’s f irst 
political party created by and for work-
ing families.” The Southern Poverty Law 
Center described the group, formed in 2015, 
as the political wing of the Traditionalist 
Youth Network, which aims to “indoctrinate 
high school and college students into white 
nationalism.”

The recruitment f lier Davis shared read 
“Faith, Family, Folk” and portrays a cauca-
sian man waving a f lag with the TWP logo 
on it. Multiple f liers have also appeared on 
the VCU campus.

The comments that followed on Facebook 
were less than supportive, asking Davis to 
stop “spread(ing) hate toward minorities 
while attending an extremely diverse school” 
and that “oppression and white supremacy 
aren’t welcome at VCU.”

Davis declined comment, but Matthew 
Heimbach, one of the group’s founders and 
current chairman of TWP, said the party 
has received much support from a “silent 
body of students” despite the negative com-
ments online.

“Both nationalist and members of the 
Alt-Right have told us that they are tired of 
the radical Left dominating the campus cul-
ture,” Heimbach said in an email. “They are 
ready to stand up for the principles of Faith, 
Family and Folk.”

Although students are being recruited 
to join, TWP is not an off icial on-campus 
organization. Heimbach said TWP is mov-
ing toward becoming an on-campus organi-
zation in the spring, which would give the 

party time to build a presence as an “active 
part of campus life.”

“We aim to bring in speakers and host 
nationalist events on campus throughout the 
school year and beyond,” Heimbach said.

Associate Vice Provost and Dean of 
Student Affairs Reuban Rodriguez said the 
university is aware of the tension the posts 
caused on Facebook, but because VCU is 
a public institution the university does not 
limit free speech protected by the First 
Amendment or organizations becoming on-
campus groups.

Rodriguez said if TWP follows the 
necessary requirements, the group could 
potentially become an off icial on-campus 
group next semester.

Brittney Maddox, a senior gender studies 
major and a program assistant in the Office 
of Multicultural Student Affairs, said when 
she and her friends f irst saw Davis’ post they 
thought it was an “internet troll.”

“We honestly thought it was a joke,” 
Maddox said. She said she continued to 
engage with Davis on Facebook, f iring com-
ments back and forth at one another on the 
recruitment post.

Maddox said it wasn’t until a friend sent 
her a link to the TWP website that she real-
ized Davis was serious. 

“I had to look at the page and read all of 
the information. And that’s when it came 
very real for me,” Maddox said. “This is 
scary.”

Maddox said she informed administrators 
about the posts, but according to Rodriguez 
the university is not in a position to step in 
unless students feel personally harassed or 
threatened.

“Speech is allowed to a certain point. It 
cannot threatened or harm others, cause a 
riot – there are limits to free speech. But 
VCU does not place any prohibitions on 
students,” Rodriguez said. 

If students feel threatened in any way, 
Rodriguez said to submit a complaint 
through the Division of Student Affairs’ 
Bias Response page online.

As a public school division, RPS receives fed-
eral funding from the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation and is thus subject to all non-discrimina-
tion laws enforced by the Office of Civil Rights 
(OCR). The complaint asks the OCR to investi-
gate RPS’ discipline policies and practices, which 
disproportionately affects African-American 
students and African-American students with 
disabilities, and to require the division to adopt 
adequate remedies.

The complaint summarizes the experiences of 
two RPS middle school students with disabilities’ 
interaction with the school system’s disciplinary 
practices.

J.R. was a 13-year-old African-American stu-
dent entering 8th grade at T.C. Boushall Middle 
School in 2015-16. J.R. is a student with emo-
tional disabilities who is eligible to receive spe-
cial education services under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act; he receives instruc-
tion in a special education classroom.

In April 2016, J.R. was performing a task for 
a teacher when the bell rang and his teacher ex-
ited the room. A new teacher confronted J.R. for 
being in the wrong place, and he left to find his 
teacher so he could get a pass. J.R. was again con-
fronted in the hallway, this time by a school se-
curity officer, and he became agitated. The officer 
physically restrained J.R., applying pressure to his 
leg which had just undergone surgery.

J.R. attempted to move his leg and made con-
tact with the officer, who then moved him to the 
school office where he was once again restrained. 
Administrators called the Richmond Police 
Department, and J.R. was handcuffed until his 
mother arrived. J.R. required medical attention 
for facial contusions resulting from being re-
strained on the ground.

J.R. was suspended and received no educa-
tional instruction for 13 days. He was then reas-
signed to Richmond Alternative School where he 
was placed in a classroom by himself a counselor. 
When the counselor did not come to school one 
day in late April, J.R. was sent home.

On May 1, J.R. was informed he could no lon-
ger attend Richmond Alternative School because 
a hearing officer recommended expulsion. J.R. 
was provided home-based services for approxi-
mately 10 hours a week until the end of school in 
mid-June. He successfully appealed the expulsion 
recommendation and will return to Richmond 
Public Schools this school year.

The second complainant, A.L., was a 12-year-

old 6th grade African-American student attend-
ing Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School in 
2015-16. A.L. is diagnosed with ADHD and 
Asperger’s Syndrome, and is eligible for special 
services under a Section 504 plan.

Last summer, A.L.’s mother began reaching 
out to school administrators to ensure her son’s 
disabilities would be accommodated. The school 
did not arrange a meeting until more than six 
months later, and after A.L. was suspended, in 
February 2016.

In early January 2016, A.L. was suspended for 
10 days and referred for a superintendent’s hear-
ing after an altercation with a staff member. RPS 
did not perform a Manifestation Determination 
Review to determine if the altercation was related 
to A.L.’s disabilities. A.L. was allowed to return 
to school nearly a month later on Feb. 1, 2016.

On or about Feb. 8, A.L. was involved in an 
altercation with another student and was sus-
pended for five days. A month later, on or about 
March 8, A.L. was again suspended for five days 
after another altercation with a student.

About two weeks later, one day after school 
administrators met with A.L.’s mother to review 
a functional behavioral assessment and behavior-
al intervention plan, Richmond Public Schools 
notified A.L.’s mother that her son would be re-
assigned to Richmond Alternative School. A.L.’s 
mother arranged a meeting with school admin-
istrators to appeal the decision, but only one ad-
ministrator showed up and the reassignment de-
cision was upheld.

At the time of A.L.’s reassignment, he alleges 
neither he nor his mother were made aware such 
decisions could be appealed with the RPS Ex-
ecutive Director of Exceptional Education and 
Student Services. Shortly after the failed reas-
signment meeting with the school administra-
tor, A.L.’s mother formally appealed the decision 
and A.L. was allowed to return to Martin Luther 
King Jr. middle school.

The OCR complaint is also filed on behalf 
of the Richmond branch of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) and all other African-American RPS 
students, and students with disabilities, who have 
experienced discrimination resulting from the 
school system’s discipline policies and practices.

“The school division must conduct an un-
flinching examination of these disparities and 
adopt strategies to improve school climate and 
ensure that discipline policies are fair for all stu-
dents,” said President of the Richmond NAACP 

Lynetta Thompson.
Among the 102 Virginia school divisions that 

issued short-term suspensions of at least 10 Af-
rican-American and 10 white students, RPS has 
the eighth highest risk difference. For the 2014-
15 school year, the short-term suspension risk for 
African-American students was 16.26 percent, 
compared to 2.86 percent for white students, 
making African-American students 5.685 times 
more likely than white students to be short-term 
suspended.

Furthermore, among the 123 Virginia school 
divisions that issued short-term suspensions to at 
least 10 students with disabilities and 10 without, 
RPS had the sixth highest risk difference at 12.48 
percentage points. Overall, during the 2014-15 
school year, African-American students with 
disabilities attending a Richmond Public School 
was 12.91 times more likely than a white student 
without disabilities to be short-term suspended. 

“Suspensions hurt everyone. Students who 
are removed from school are at a greater risk of 
academic failure, dropping out, and becoming in-
volved in the justice system,” said the Legal Aid 
Justice Center’s Deane. “We hope this complaint 
leads to a positive transformation within the city 
schools.”

Aside from the complainants stories, the larger 
complaint also details inconsistencies and vague 
language in RPS disciplinary practices and pro-
cedures and highlights the failure of the system 
regarding segregation, accreditation, graduation 
rates and SOL scores.

The Richmond Public Schools student popu-
lation was 74.73 percent African-American and 
69.89 percent economically disadvantaged, as of 
Sept. 30, 2015. Across Virginia, the public school 
population was 22.9 percent African-American 
and 38.92 percent economically disadvantaged. 
Similarly, RPS’ population of students with dis-
abilities in 2015-16 was 17.7 percent, compared to 
12.47 percent statewide.

“The ACLU is concerned about the wide dis-
parities in the application of student discipline 
based on race and disability,” said ACLU of 
Virginia Legal Director Leslie Mehta. “Overly 
punitive discipline policies damage the learning 
environment, deny African-American students 
and students with disabilities of their right to an 
education and push children into the school-to-
prison pipeline.”

Federal complaint against RPS cites discrimination 
against African American, disabled students

Richmond 
Alternative
242
238
98.35

Elementary 
Schools:

9.89% of 
students were 
white 

72.30% of 
RPS’ white stu-
dents attended 
Linwood, Fox, 
and Mary Mun-
ford Elementary 
Schools.

Middle Schools:

More than 
2/3rds of 
White students 
attended just two 
of RPS’s seven 
middle schools. 

High School:
 20.99% of 
the student 
population at 
Thomas Jeffer-
son are White 
and account for 
46.13% of all 
White students.

Richmond 
Public
Schools

Boushall Middle
606
201
33.17

Wythe High
908
277
30.51

Woodville Elementary
518
156
30.12

Henderson Middle
495
142
28.69

Fairfield Court 
Elementary 
541
144
26.62

Elkhardt Middle
483
127
26.29

MLK Middle 
729
187
25.65

RPS schools 
with highest 
suspension 
rates
Population
# of Students Sus-
pended
% of Students
Suspended

(Sept. 30, 2015)

Similarly Situated Students

Still Segregated

The Complainants

—continued from page 1
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70 Days Until
Election Day

The CT will invite all eight candidates for the position of 
Mayor of Richmond for interviews for get-to-know-you
features as part of a mayoral election series. 

Go to 
elections.
virginia.gov 
for registration 
and polling 
information

ELECTION 2016

AT THE POLLS

32% Republican
Trump

48% Democrat
Clinton

8% Libertarian
Johnson

2% Green
Stein

ROANOKE COLLEGE POLL, AUGUST 7-17. MARGIN OF ERROR: +3.5

VIRGINIA GENERAL ELECTION

Levar Stoney: the 35-year-old mayoral 
hopeful who says he’s ready to get to work

Keel graduated with her master’s from VCU this month.
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SARAH KING
Executive Editor

Richmond mayoral candidate Levar Stoney is no stranger to 
politics, nor those who are disenfranchised from it.

As the first in his family to graduate high school, and then attend 
and graduate college, Stoney began his political career after graduat-
ing from James Madison University.

“I grew up on free and reduced lunch,” Stoney said. “I missed out 
on a lot of field trips and extracurricular activities, but my family told 
me I could do anything I put my mind to.”

Raised by his father and grandmother, Stoney explained how his 
father, a former offender, worked as a custodian while his grand-
mother worked domestic jobs as a maid or cook.

Stoney moved to Richmond after graduating from James 
Madison University and began his political career as a Fellow in 
then-governor Mark Warner’s office. He eventually became the first 
African American Secretary of the Commonwealth and youngest 
member of Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s cabinet. Stoney retired his post 
as Secretary of the Commonwealth in May after announcing his 
candidacy.

As Secretary of the Commonwealth, Stoney spearheaded the 
effort to restore the civil and voting rights of more than 18,000 felons 
— more than the past seven administrations combined — on April 
22 of this year.

Stoney said when the McAuliffe administration came into of-
fice in 2014, there were studies showing nearly 400,000 people in 
the Commonwealth were disenfranchised, including one in four 
African American men and one in five African Americans.

“My father was one of those disenfranchised men at one point,” 
Stoney said. “I recall him getting a number of doors slammed in his 
face because he had a felony on his record, so taking myself back to 
that place, putting myself in my father’s shoes, all those things kind 
of drove me to reform our current system and restoring those civil 
rights.”

On July 22, the Virginia Supreme Court ruled the executive 
orders issued by Gov. McAuliffe on April 22, May 31 and June 
24 restoring the rights of more than 200,000 Virginians were 
unconstitutional.

The court directed the Secretary of the Commonwealth to delete 
from the records any individuals who had their rights restored under 
these orders, and for the Department of Elections to cancel the voter 
registration of any individual who had been restored under these 
orders.

“It’s not just politics, it’s about restoring dignity,” Stoney said, 
“and you know it’s something big, its monumental, when the other 
side attacks it every single day.”

On Aug. 22, Gov. McAuliffe announced individuals whose 
rights were revoked after being restored through Executive Order 
are encouraged to contact the Stoney’s former post, Secretary of the 
Commonwealth’s office. After thorough review, McAuliffe will 
individually restore each person’s rights and a restoration order will be 
mailed to them, according the the governor’s website.

Stoney said this dedication to public service is why he is running 
for mayor.

“What drives me in this race — obviously I love this city in many 
ways — but things I don’t love are what drive me in this context,” 
Stoney said. “I don’t love that 26 percent of the people in this city live 
under the poverty line; 40 percent of children live under the poverty 
line; our infrastructure is crumbling all around us — whether it’s our 
schools, or our roads — I don’t love high grass.”

Stoney said he is committed to working collaboratively with city 
council, the school board, partners in the county and the Richmond 
Police.

On Aug. 10, Stoney’s campaign released an education platform 
outlining challenges facing Richmond Public Schools and his pro-
posed solutions. The described challenges include discord among the 
mayor’s administration, City Council and the School Board, a large 
percentage of RPS students living in poverty, the system’s difficulty 
retaining principals and teachers, outdated facilities and funding 
operations.

Last week, the ACLU of Virginia and the Legal Aid Justice Cen-
ter filed a federal complaint against Richmond Public Schools with 
the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights.

The complaint reiterates many of the challenges Stoney’s educa-
tion platform outlines, to include the RPS student population being 
74.73 percent African-American and 69.89 percent economically 
disadvantaged as of Sept. 30, 2015. Across Virginia, the public school 
population was 22.9 percent African-American and 38.92 percent 
economically disadvantaged. Similarly, RPS’ population of students 
with disabilities in 2015-16 was 17.7 percent, compared to 12.47 
percent statewide.

Stoney campaign spokesman Matt Corridoni told Richmond 
Magazine the education platform has been a work in progress since 
Stoney announced his candidacy in the spring. The platform was 
developed with input from students, parents, teachers, principals, 
academics and others, according to Corridoni.

“For the last 10 years, all I’ve heard is ‘planning, talking, study-

ing, and fighting,’” Stoney said. “Frankly I’m tired of fighting. I’m 
ready for some do-ing. I’m a do-er.”

Stoney said in regard to college-aged voters, he wants to make 
Richmond a place where students can live and work long-term after 
graduating.

“I think Richmond is on the rise; you can feel it in just about 
every neighborhood you go to,” Stoney said. “Richmond is moving 
in a positive direction, but we do find ourselves at this crossroads 
and we have to decide whether or not we want more of the same 
in city hall or do we desire to have something new.”

For example, Stoney said he wants to diversify the economy 
to create a fertile ground for start-ups and small businesses, as 
well as making the city a safer place. In the latter regard, Stoney 
said addressing gun violence is at the top of his priority list.

“I think about crime in the city — 41 murders last year — if we 
want to be considered a desirable place for people to live long term, 
we have to create safer neighborhoods,” Stoney said. “Unfortunately, 
many of the deaths we’ve seen in this city have been due to the end of 
a bullet.”

To help amend this, Stoney said he wants to bring more sworn 
officers to the streets of Richmond by partnering with Richmond Po-
lice Chief Al Durham and encouraging community policing tactics 
throughout the city.

“I think we’ve been looking at government, frankly, the same way 
for the last 10 years,” Stoney said. “We’re in an Xbox era but some 
people are still playing Atari. We need Xbox thinking, and that’s 
what I’m trying to offer in this candidacy.”

Before serving as Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
Stoney served as the Executive Director of the Demo-
cratic Party of Virginia. 
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Rebecca Keel is 24 years old, native to Richmond, a self-pro-
claimed policy nerd and just completed her master’s degree in social 
work at VCU earlier this month.

Keel is also using her savings as a research assistant at VCU to run 
for the hotly contested 2nd district city council seat.

“My policy platform is based on values, because as the issues 
change those values need to stay in tact,” Keel said. “(This job) is 
about public health and well-being, and i’m going to carry that 
into every fight.”

Despite her youth, Keel said she is no stranger to the “political 
game.” Keel worked to pass the Virginians for Medical Amnesty, 
also known as the Good Samaritan, policy this year. The policy en-
sures that if someone calls for help in an overdose or related situation, 

the person who made the call will not be persecuted.
This summer, Keel worked at Rubicon — a 28 day in-patient re-

hab and mental health facility in Richmond’s Highland Park area.
“For a lot of people that was their last stop before prison, or 

local jails, or death — frankly — and seeing how systems had 
totally failed these folks, it really made me think about what 
policies could have been implemented or amended to help pre-
vent these outcomes,” Keel said.

“I know I can represent many different voices in local decision 
making,” Keel said. “The duty of a councilmember is to be the voice 
of the people and my vantage points allow me to represent larger 
intersections of Richmond.”

Keel said she is also aware of different “vantage points” and what 
different perspectives mean at a local level. Personally, Keel said she 
is queer, black and albino and legally blind — but is appreciative of 
what her perspectives have taught her.

“The way I experience Richmond gives me a complex understand-
ing of our city,” Keel said. “I’m legally blind, which means I can’t 
drive a vehicle or perform a number of other visual tasks. But I bike, 
which has really allowed me to feel out our city and know its streets 
— I know where every pot-hole is.”

Keel said transparency and community engagement are two 
core values she would guarantee if elected; she would also be 
the first council member to implement a participatory budgeting 
model for her district.

“Essentially, the community comes up with different ideas for 
what they want changed, implemented, fixed and then the folks from 
the community come out and vote,” Keel said, “and the project with 
the most votes gets the funding.”

Keel labeled this model “actual democracy” and continual commu-
nity engagement that goes beyond just visiting the polls in November.

Keel explained that each council member has a $15,000 discre-
tionary fund which, if elected, Keel would allow the 2nd district to 
delegate using the participatory budgeting model.

“It is and isn’t a lot of money — you can’t put up a new build-
ing, but you can improve a park, put up street lights, build gar-
dens, pay people for neighborhood clean up,” Keel said, “and I 
think when people see that ‘hey, my voice made this thing hap-
pen,’ I think that’s so empowering.”

Although Keel is running against two power-house candidates 

— Kim Gray, who has served on the Richmond School Board the 
last eight years, and real-estate developer Charlie Diradour — 
Keel’s biggest advantage might just be her dedication and native 
Richmond roots.

Keel is currently foregoing employment to campaign for the City 
Council seat, opting to use her savings as a VCU research assistant 
so she can dedicate herself fully to the task at hand.

If elected, Keel said she would take on her responsibilities to the 
city and her district at a full-time, 40 hours a week, capacity, despite 
the council position being a part-time job.

“I’m really serious about this,” Keel said. “I can make it work — I 
grew up real poor, so I know how to spread some dollars — which 
I think is so important on City Council because Richmond’s in a 
deficit — come on, let’s get creative with our funds.”

Keel said she sees this approach as advantageous, too, because 
it would mean she has more time to attend school board meetings, 
meet with community members — even make house calls.

“Nobody on the City Council (attends school board meetings) 
right now; nobody on the school board (attends City Council meet-
ings) right now, and it’s kind of bizarre to me because people in 
Richmond have a lot to say about how the money is spent but have 
no avenue to come to the table,” Keel said. “Most people don’t even 
know where the table is.”

Keel’s opponents, Gray and Diradour, have raised $23,690 
and $61,410 in campaign funds, respectively, according to the 
Virginia Public Access Project (VPAP). Currently, Keel is at 
just under $1,000.

Diradour, who is president of Richmond-based real estate compa-
ny Golden Paw Development, ran for City Council in 2012, but lost 
to Charles Samuel by 4.81 percent of the vote, despite having raised 
more than $117,000 in total funds, $54,650 more than Samuel’s to-
tal, according to VPAP.

Gray is a democrat who is known for her outspoken attacks 
of Mayor Dwight C. Jones, and fiercely advocating for the public 
schools. Keel said if elected she would make a point to work closely 
with the school board. She believes the Richmond Public Schools 
should be fully-funded.

“It’s not my decision what the fight is — it’s the people’s decision 
to let me know what the fight is. it is my job to be there to hear the 
community,” Keel said.

Rebecca Keel: bringing unique vantage points to the 2nd District
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sports Stat of the Week
VCU Men’s basketball is 2-11 in 
all-time matchups against U.Va

—continued from page 1

“When the ball bounces on 
the rim you can knock it off,” 
Williams said. “That happened to 
us the first game and we thought 
it was going to be goaltending.”

The radius of the NCAA 
three-point line sits at a 180° 
circular arc centered on the 
basket at 20 feet, 9 inches in ra-
dius. The European arc sits at a 
lengthy 23 feet and 9 inch mark.

The court dimensions also 
threw some players for a loop. 
For example, Williams said he  
had more trouble adjusting to 
the longer range three-point arc 
than other players. 

“Some people shoot with range 
so it wasn’t difficult to adjust,” 
Williams said. “But for me it was.”

Redshirt freshman guard 
Samir Doughty, who sat out 
last season, knocked down 
8-of-13 attempts from the field 
in VCU’s opener game against 

Euro Colegio Casvi. The 
Philadelphia native grabbed four 
steals and scored 13 of his points 
in the first half alone.

“He’s very crafty,” Williams 
said. “He’s a great scorer. He can 
knock down the outside shot and 
get his own shot. It was good to 
see somebody else who can score 
in a variety of different ways, 
he’s not just a straight shooter, 
not just a straight driver. He’s a 
little bit of everything.”

Williams also said he had the 
opportunity to focus on lead-
ership while he was playing 
in Spain. He said it is 
vital to his position to 
become more vocal 
on the court.

“A lot of the 
younger guys 
coming in are 
going to need 
to step up in 
order for us to 
go far where 

we want to go,” Williams said. “So it 
was just making sure they were do-
ing what they were supposed to do 
when they were supposed to do it.”

The Rams kick off their 2016-
17 season with the annual Black 
and Gold scrimmage on Oct. 22. 
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Men’s soccer competes internationally 
for the first time in Costa Rica

In every way 
the trip has 
exceeded our 
hopes and 
expectations.
Dave Giffard

make a splash
R A M S
in Spain

GABE HAUARI
Staff Writer

Men’s soccer competed inter-
nationally for the first time when 
they traveled to Costa Rica for a 
series of preseason games from 
June 30 to July 12. 

The NCAA allows college 
athletic programs to take an 
international trip every four years. 
This year’s tour abroad consisted of 
the Rams playing five games over 
the span of 12 days against youth 
national and professional teams. 

“On the field our team has con-
tinued to grow and progress toward 
making another positive step from 
where we left in the spring,” wrote 
coach Dave Giffard in a blog post 
detailing the trip. 

Throughout the trip coaches 
and players updated a daily online 
blog on vcubehindtheuniform.com, 
briefing fans on how they spent 
their time both on and off the field. 

Between games and practice, the 
team spent their free time sightsee-
ing and at the beach.

“A couple of the guys and I went 
out to the beach at night and were 
amazed with what we were greeted 
with in the sky,” senior midfielder 
Brandon Eaton wrote in the blog-
post. “With no city lights to obstruct 
the view we were able to see a rare 
abundance of stars in the night sky.”

Before leaving for Costa Rica, 
the team participated in programing 
such as daily nutrition and physi-
cal preparation sessions with VCU 
trainer James Benzel and strength 
coach Guil Moreira. Giffard also 
brought in different speakers to 
chat with the team, including Steve 
Zakuani, a former Congolese soccer 
player, and Marine Corps Captain 
William Yarborough.

The team began fundraising for 
the tour in 2010. Giffard said this 
summer was the perfect opportu-
nity because the foreign tours are 

restricted to returning players. 
“We wanted to take a group with 

a lot of returners in order for them 
to get as much out of it that they 
could,” Giffard said. “We brought 
back a lot of returners from last year 
so from that perspective I think it 
was a really good time to go.”

Each fall, the Black and Gold are 
only allowed 21 practice opportuni-
ties, twice a day, to prepare for the 

new season. 
In addition to 
the five match-
es Giffard and 
the Rams played 
in Costa Rica, the 
team was allowed 10 
extra days of practice 
prior to their departure. 

“When we sat down to 
plan out this trip, there were so 
many things that we had hoped 
to accomplish and gain from this 
experience and to be honest, in ev-
ery way the trip has exceeded our 
hopes and expectations,” Giffard 
wrote in the blogpost. 

The coaching staff periodically 
shuffled the room assignments, plac-
ing players with new roommates. 

In addition to players gaining 
additional playing time, the trip 
served as a pivotal opportunity 
for team bonding.

“Like anything, you have 
natural people that you’re around 

that you’re 
more comfort-

able with than 
other people and so 

you probably spend a little 
bit more time with people that are 
like you or that you’re friends with,” 
Giffard said. “This gave us a chance 
to spend time with other guys they 
don’t know as well.”

The Rams dropped their first 
game of the season 2-1 in overtime 
to Stetson University at Sports 
Backers on Friday. 

The Rams returned to action 
Sunday night at Sports Backers 
against the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas. Results were not final in 
time for production.
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ZACH JOACHIM
Sports Editor

In light of statewide support, VCU Men’s basket-
ball will rekindle it’s in-state rivalry with the Univer-
sity of Virginia beginning in 2017. 

The home-and-home series will tip-off Nov. 17 at 
the Seigel Center. In 2018, the rivalry will head up 
interstate 64 to John Paul Jones Arena in Charlot-
tesville. VCU and U.Va. held a closed scrimmage last 
season, but did not play after splitting a home-and-
home in 2013 and 2014.  

The Rams and Cavaliers went on a 13-year 
hiatus from competition after U.Va. won 10 of 
11 meetings throughout the 1970’s, 80’s and 
90’s. VCU Coach Will Wade said he realizes the 
hierarchy of Virginia collegiate basketball has 
changed dramatically since then.

“Obviously, they’re a great 
program and a great team that’s 
going to be tremendous for our 
schedule,” Wade told the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch. “We’re 
a program that has finished 
inside the top 40 in RPI for five 
straight years. It’s a good game 
for everybody. I think our pro-
gram has elevated to the point 
where it’s a solid game for them.” 

Only 70 miles apart, the 
Rams and Cavaliers are natural 
rivals, but a lack of mutually 
sustained success has hin-
dered the development of any 
basketball-associated animosity 
between the schools. 

This is no longer the case. 
In the past three seasons, the 
Cavaliers have gone 89-19 while 
finishing fourth, sixth and third 
in the final Associated Press 
poll. The Tony Bennett 
era has seen U.Va. bas-
ketball ascend to 
heights unreached 
since the departure 
of legendary center 
Ralph Sampson in 
the early 1980’s. 

Similarly, basketball on Broad Street has never 
been better. VCU is one of eight schools to con-
secutively appear in the last six NCAA tourna-
ments. The Rams have reached eight of the last 10 
tournaments while averaging 26.3 wins a season. 
Furthermore, VCU boasts a final-four run in 
2011, which is an achievement that has eluded the 
Wahoos for the last 32 years. 

For the first time in decades, Virginia collegiate 
basketball is experiencing a power struggle. In a state 
long-defined by depth, there is now finally a clear-cut 
top-dog and number one challenger. 

VCU junior point guard and Richmond native 
Jonathan Williams spoke about having another shot 
at the ‘Hoos before he graduates. Williams did not 
play against them as a freshman in 2014.  

“You know they’re going to be really good and 
very fundamental,” Williams said. “They’re one of 

the best teams in the country so that’s a matchup 
we really want. That’s somebody we’ll really be 
looking forward to playing.”

Despite the early hype, Williams said he’s always 
trying to keep his focus on the task at hand. 

“With games like that, you know when it’s coming 
up. You know when you’ve got a couple games to go 
until you play them,” Williams said. “That’s when the 
old guys come in handy, though, because you may 
look forward to a U.Va, Mason, ODU or Richmond 
but maybe we play a Davidson or LaSalle before that 
and you’ve gotta think about that too.” 

This approach has been a staple of VCU basket-
ball’s success for the past decade. Since the Seigel 
Center opened in 1999, the Black and Gold are a 
staggering 220-35 in what is widely regarded as one of 
the country’s most electric arenas. 

However impressive, 
VCU’s home record only 
includes six matchups 

against AP-ranked opponents in which the Rams are 
4-2. In contrast, U.Va welcomed four ranked oppo-
nents to Charrlottesville last season alone.  

“I can’t say enough about how gung-ho Vir-
ginia’s been about playing and how great they’ve 
been to work with,” Wade said. “It’s difficult. It’s 
not often that you have a willing partner that’s a 
big-time program.”

Zach is a junior pursuing dual degrees 
in print journalism and English. A 
proud Norfolk-ian, he enjoys long 
walks on the beach, English literature 
of the romantic period and anything 

pertaining to Harry Potter or 
baseball. Zach is an avid 

Red Sox and Patriots 
fan who can usually 
be found working at 
the Student Media 
Center or running 
along the James.

Let’s run it back:
VCU and UVA renew rivalry
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EVERY WEEK
@ VCU STUDENT MEDIA CENTER
817 W BROAD ST

Interested in joining the award-winning
independent press at VCU?

Email an editor or attend a CT section meeting to learn 
more about getting involved. (See page 12 for contact info.)

KEYRIS MANZANARES
Contributing Writer

Over the weekend the VCU Women’s volleyball team traveled to 
Bowling Green, Ohio to compete in the Hampton Inn Invitational. The 
Black and Gold fell short with three losses over the weekend.

The inaugural game of the tournament was a coming-out party for 
junior outside hitter Alica Kandler who blasted a match high of 15 kills 
in her VCU debut. 

Kandler, who was raised in Olfen, Germany, played at Daytona State 
College for two years before transferring to VCU. Prior to coming to the 
states, Kandler played for the German Youth National Team for three 
years and placed first at the European Championship Qualification with 
the National Team in 2013.

Despite Kandler and her teammates’ efforts, VCU lost against BGSU 
3-0. Freshman outside hitter CeCe Madison added nine kills and seven 
digs for the Rams while freshman setter Tyler Sroufe provided 25 assists 
to her teammates in hopes of a win.

Bowling Green hit .296 percent, while VCU converted .144 percent of their 
hits. However, the Rams scrapped together some points and trailed 21-19 late 
in the frame. The set closed with a 4-0 burst by the Falcons’ Jessi Holly . 

The Louisville Cardinals kept VCU from running in the middle all 
match, forcing them out to the pins. 

Down 21-14 in the first set, the Cardinals relied on the aggressive 
serving of Melanie McHenry to put them on top of the Rams. The set 
ended in a win for the Cardinals thanks to a pivotal VCU serving error. 

In the third set, both sides played sloppy as unforced errors pervaded the 
match. The Rams were unable to pocket the win, falling short by two points 
as the game closed 25-23, resulting in a win for The University of Louisville.

The Oakland volleyball team defeated VCU in straight sets on the 
final day of the tournament. This marked the third loss for the Rams on 
the young season. Again, junior outside hitter Alicia Kandler bolstered 
VCU’s offence, setting herself up with 13 kills in the game. She was 
again backed up by Sroufe who racked up 26 assists and added three kills 
and three blocks for the Rams. 

The Black and Golds’ efforts again fell short as The Golden Grizzlies 
limited runs by VCU and took 75 percent of their side out opportunities. 
The Rams lost this match in straight sets.

“The girls played hard today, but we just didn’t execute in critical 
spots,” head coach Jody Rogers said after the game. “We had some solid 
individual performances, but we’re still learning how to capitalize on op-
portunities when they’re presented.” 

Next up, the Rams will head to Fort Myers, Florida for the Florida 
Gulf Coast University Hilton Garden Inn Invitational Sept. 2-3. 

RODNEY ROBINSON
Contributing Writer

Field hockey began their 2016 
campaign with a pair of week-
end matchups against Rutgers 
University and Monmouth Uni-
versity. The Rams dropped both 
contests by scores of 5-0 and 3-1, 
respectively. 

After a competitive first half, 
Rutgers scored four goals in the 
second period as they pulled 
away for the win against the 
Rams on Saturday, Aug. 27.

VCU junior goalkeeper 
Chessa Kownurko had an active 
game, recording 10 saves, racking 
up 17 for the season.

Both teams came out of the 
gates with stifling defenses in the 
first half. The Rams and Scarlet 
Knights were knotted at zero 29 
minutes into the first half until a 
Rutgers goal at the 28:44 minute 
mark opened the scoring. They 

would take the 1-0 lead into the 
locker room. 

In the second half, Rutgers put 
their foot on the gas pedal. The 
Scarlet Knights scored four goals 
after halftime, extending their 
lead to 5-0. The Rams offense 
continued to struggle, as they were 
unable to notch a goal against the 
impenetrable Rutgers defense. 

The Scarlet Knights outshot VCU 
24-8 on the day. Only Kownurko’s 
efforts in goal kept the game from 
developing into a blow-out.  

The Rams fell short in a close 
match during their season opener 
against Monmouth on Friday 
Aug. 26.        

The Rams were able to hold 
the Hawks scoreless in the sec-
ond half, but a quick start early 
on was too much for the Black 
and Gold to bounce back from. 

Monmouth’s first two goals 
of the game were a result of early 
penalty corners in the first half. 

The Hawks outshot the Rams 9-1 
in the first half as the VCU offense 
got off to a stagnant start which 
led to a 3-0 deficit at halftime. 

VCU’s defense shined in the 
second half as they held Mon-
mouth scoreless. This defensive 
effort was led by Kownurko. The 
North Wales, Pennsylvania na-
tive came away with seven saves, 
keeping her Rams within strik-
ing distance of the Hawks.

Seconds after a Monmouth 
turnover, VCU’s offense convert-
ed a golden opportunity. At the 
65:49 mark junior forward Alexis 
Albright scored off an assist from 
senior defender Sydney Weise. 

The two teams were held to 
seven shots a peice during the sec-
ond half as both defenses locked 
down. The Hawks had a 6-5 edge 
in penalty corners for the game. 

Field hockey has this week off 
and will play their home opener 
Friday, Sept. 9 against Long-
wood University. 

Field hockey drops first two on road

Field hockey won four of 10 games at home on Cary Street Field last season.

Volleyball goes cold in Hampton Inn Invitational

The Black and Gold have amassed 99 kills and committed 57 errors during the three tournament games.

Bowling Green State University

University of Louisville

Oakland University 

Rutgers

Monmouth
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On this day:
In 2005, Hurricane Katrina         
impacts the Gulf Coast.

TYLER HAMMEL
Contributing Writer

GWAR B-Q descended on the Hadad’s Lake, a private park outside 
of Richmond, for a packed day of metal, moshing and debauchery for the 
seventh year.

The annual event easily draws hundreds of fans with its line-up, and 
this year was no exception, but this year’s featured bands did highlight 
some of the festival’s more glaring issues with sexism and diversity for 
some attendees.

One of this year’s bands, Eyehategod, a sludge metal group from New 
Orleans, has received flak in the past for songs that use racial slurs. With 
their regular singer Mike IX Williams sick, Pantera frontman and vocal-
ist Phil Anselmo filled in.

 Anselmo has attracted criticism and controversy throughout his ca-
reer for being racist — most recently after doing a Nazi salute and yelling 
“White power” in January at Dimebash, a charity show in California. 
Despite this Anselmo has seen fairly little backlash, claiming his actions 
to be just a joke.

GWAR B-Q attendee Marcus Roberts said he’d heard about the ac-
cusations against Anselmo, but wasn’t concerned.

“I’m not easily offended, I don’t care about too many things,” Roberts 
said. “But I’m glad a band that was so accepting (Against Me!)  played 
directly after them, kind of like a big middle-finger.”

In sharp contrast to Anselmo and Eyehategod was Against Me!, a 
punk band from Florida. The group’s singer Laura Jane Grace, born 
Thomas James Gabel, came out publicly as trans in 2012. Since then 

Grace has worked to increase support for transgender people in a music 
scene not well known for its diversity and has received support for her 
actions from other members of the scene.

Anne, a queer fan who asked to remain anonymous has been a part of 
the hardcore and punk scene as both a fan and a performer for years, but 
often doesn’t feel safe at shows or festivals like GWAR B-Q.

She asked to remain anonymous for fear of being ostracized or at-
tacked.

“I’m still too afraid to go to some shows, whether or not I’m going to 
be near the pit,” Anne said. 

According to her, female fans regularly get injured at punk shows by 
male fans who don’t feel they’re doing anything wrong and talk down to 
women.

“If his first comment is, ‘she shouldn’t be near the pit if she didn’t 
want to get hit’ then you’re making the space unsafe,” Anne said. “I don’t 
want bro dudes throwing down and putting other people at risk, but if an 
accident happens just take accountability for going too hard.”

She also said allegations of harassment and assault toward female 
fans are also often overlooked by male members of the community, even 
though many happen in plain view like during Against Me!’s GWAR 
B-Q set.

“One of the girls asked if I saw what happened next to me. I missed it, 
but she said that a girl was crowd surfing and a dude straight up fingered 
her in her shorts,” Anne said. “The scene hasn’t changed because girls 
still get their tops ripped off or felt up crowd-surfing.”

Anne isn’t the only person who feels this way. Emily, a vendor at this 
year’s GWAR B-Q who also asked to remain anonymous, spoke about 

the frustrations she has with sexism and racism within the community.
“I want to remain anonymous because I’m worried about my safety,” 

Emily said. “I’m not really concerned anyone would do something, but 
this puts my mind at ease.”

Emily said when she was active in the scene she encountered a lot of 
sexism and snide remarks and it didn’t really make the area feel like a 
safe space.

“I used to go to a lot of punk and hardcore shows but over the last year 
I’ve gotten uncomfortable going to them,” she said. “I had a few reserva-
tions going in (to GWAR B-Q ) but it turned out alright.”

Emily said she sees punk as a genre that draws people who feel alien-
ated together, which is why it can play host to both bands with accused 
racists and trans people.

“I don’t think you can pinpoint who exactly looks or feels excluded. 
Everyone comes from different backgrounds and can feel excluded 
together,” Emily said. “That alienation brings everyone together and I 
think that’s why they have a white supremacist and a trans woman on the 
same line-up.”

Both Eyehategod and Against Me! performed back-to-back on the 
event’s Slaughterama stage without incident. Each group highlighted 
their different message via their vocalist, talking to the crowd during 
their performances. 

Anselmo led a chorus of “Fuck SJWs (Social Justice Warriors).” Grace 
took the stage and asked the crowd to be accepting and loving, encourag-
ing them to accept their differences.

Shedding 
light on

the scene: 
GWAR B-Q, 
metal and

sexism

Thousands of fans flocked to the GWAR B-Q music festival, which featured bands like Lamb of God, American Nightmare, Lagwagon, August Burns Red, Eyehategod and more.

Gallery5 TROMA-TIZES the city
JIM THOMMA
Contributing Writer

Cult film fanatics and folks 
with $3 and a night to spare 
descended on the Gallery5 visual 
and performing arts center Aug. 
22 for the opening cut of the 
Troma film series. 

“VHS Massacre: Cult Films 
and the Decline of Physical 
Media” was the introduction to 
the eight-film series, which will 
continue through Nov. 28.

Founded in 1974, Troma 
Entertainment bills itself as the 
longest-running independent 
movie studio on the continent. 
The Troma catalog includes films 
like “Poultrygeist: Night of the 
Chicken Dead” and “Sgt. Kabuki-
man N.Y.P.D.” 

“Troma isn’t for everyone,” said 
Gallery5 Operations Manager 
Ben May. “The point of the series 
isn’t to pack theaters. The point is 
we are screening films that aren’t 
going to make it to the Bow Tie, 
Regal or AMC.” 

May took the stage after the 

“VHS Massacre” screening and 
announced “Chubbies” as the next 
film on Sept. 12.

“Chubbies” depicts the invasion 
of a Bowl-o-Rama by a race of 
lascivious little aliens determined 
to ruin a teenager’s Halloween 
party and invade the bodies of her 
and her friends.

The other films in the series 
haven’t been selected yet, but May 
said the Oct. 10 screening would 
feature an appearance from the 
creative team behind “Hectic 
Knife,” a new Troma release about 
a knife-wielding vigilante who 
saves the city from the evil Piggly 
Doctor.

“VHS Massacre” acts as a 
post-mortem of the 1980s, the 
era of mom-and-pop video stores 
before Blockbuster cornered the 
market and before Netflix shut it 
down. This was the market that 
gobbled up independently-pro-
duced, direct-to-VHS films like 
those that made Troma a cultural 
phenomenon.

Directors Kenneth Powell and 
Thomas Edward Seymour are on a 

quest to find what remains of the 
mom-and-pop video store market.

Cult film celebrities like Troma 
co-founder and director of “Toxic 
Avenger” Lloyd Kaufman, and 
esteemed actress and star of “Tro-
meo and Juliet” Debbie Rochon 
said they try to determine the path 
forward for independent film in a 
market increasingly dominated by 
digital forms of distribution that 
don’t monetize like the mom-and-
pops did.

“The ways of watching a film 
have changed every five years 
or 10 years in major ways,” said 
John Bloom, better known by his 
pseudonym Joe Bob Briggs, the 
much-loved host of ‘90s variety 
show “MonsterVision.” “So when 
we talk about what a film is, what 
are you talking about?”

Regardless of the immedi-
ate physical form of their films, 
Troma’s mission statement asserts 
it will “continue to strive toward 
its long- term goal of not just mov-
ies of the future, but also world 
peace.”

The Richmond area’s own 

mom-and-pop video store, Video 
Fan, on Strawberry Street in the 
Fan neighborhood, carries many of 
the same titles referenced in “VHS 
Massacre” in both VHS and DVD 
formats.

Gallery5 Troma film 
series dates are:

Sept. 12
Sept. 26
Oct. 10
Oct. 31 (Halloween night 
double-feature)
Nov. 14
Nov. 28

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 
and showings are at 
8:30. Troma Entertainment has distributed and produced more 

than 1,000 independent films.
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ESSAY
CONTEST
& OP-ED

Essays, articles and editorials
that discuss a topical social issue.

Email Submissions to amendmentvcu@gmail.com

Thousands of fans flocked to the GWAR B-Q music festival, which featured bands like Lamb of God, American Nightmare, Lagwagon, August Burns Red, Eyehategod and more.

LEGENDS NEVER DIE 2:
RVA battle rap returnsMUKTARU JALLOH

Staff Writer

Richmond-area MCs and 
battle rappers showcased their 
skills at Southpaw Battle Coali-
tion’s Legends Never Die 2 show 
on Saturday Aug. 27.

The event, hosted at The 
Broadberry, featured a series of 
one-on-one rap battles.

 The matches of the night 
included Radio B versus JC, Nick-
elus F versus Danja Zone, Bravo 
versus Moon, Chillum Allah 
versus Habeeb, Favio Cool Kid 
versus Big Jinya and Breeze Da 
Poet versus Artillery The God. 

The event featured the sequel 
to Bravo versus Moon. Bravo, who 
lost to Moon at the first Legends 
Never Die, said he was deter-
mined to avenge his defeat. 

“That’s why you ain’t got 
enough haymakers for me plus 
your jabs are suffering. Your 
rounds take forever to move, you 
still buffering,” Bravo rapped.

Moon responded passionately 
during his turn. 

“I’m the one they gotta go after. 
The one they don’t want to lose 
the coin toss to and have to flow 
after,” Moon rapped.

Marc Cheatham of the 
Richmond Hip-Hop blog “The 
Cheats Movement Podcast,” was 
impressed with the duo’s verbal 
sparring match.  

“I will have to say the Bravo 
versus Moon battle was classic be-
cause it was very personal. Those 
guys know each other well and 
deliver really good performances,” 
Cheatham said. “Those guys both 
battle for a living so to come to 
Richmond and battle hometown 
favorites Radio B and Nickelus F 
is just a credit to their talent and 
character.” 

Radio B, who said he had been 
preparing material for months, 
was satisfied with the results of his 
battle with JC. 

“I thought that the battle was 
incredible,” Radio B said. “I got 
the JC I was hoping for, at his 
best. I think in the building it was 
being debated. This was a battle of 
the year candidate in all of battle 
rap.”  

The crowd, ranging from high 
school students to much older rap 
fans, packed the venue. Through-

“If you want to get into something, 
just ask. Be prepared to de-
liver and ask for what you 
want.”

DeFrank took a 
17-hour bus ride 
to New Haven, 
and spent the 
next four days 
with the band, 
accumulat-
ing roughly 
10 hours 
of footage 
which she 
spent the 
next six 
months edit-
ing.

The project 
has since won 
Best Feature 
Film in the Direct 
Monthly Online 
Film Festival in 
March 2016 and was an 
official selection at the Los 
Angeles CineFest.

“Kathryn was very professional in 
reaching out to us and really showed a pas-
sion for what she does and what she wants to do,” 
said Jack Kelly of the Oddbodies.

 In fall 2015, DeFrank withdrew from Point 
Park University and started editing video for a 
production company.

“It made it better for me to transition from 
school to professional life because I was already 
doing professional work in college,” DeFrank said. 
“Having a strong portfolio you believe in outside of 
your college work can really help the transition.”

DeFrank has since marketed herself as a venue 
and promotional photographer to keep her name in 
circulation and continue to build her portfolio.

“If you can, stay in your scene and stay in-
volved,” DeFrank said. “I handle my video editing 
myself, with months of turn-around. Working as a 
photographer, I can stay active in the scene.”  

DeFrank sees herself as documenting the fourth 
wave of garage rock/DIY music after the original 
punk era, the ‘80s and ‘90s DC movement led by 
Fugazi, and the early 2000s London underground 
DIY punk/garage scene.

DeFrank said distance is expensive, both in 
time and money spent traveling to Washington 
D.C. and back, as well long-range bus rides to New 
York.

“Honestly, being female is hard because a lot of 
people think I’m in the game as a groupie,” De-
Frank said. “It takes me a lot longer to be taken 
seriously as a documenter.”  

DeFrank said she does a lot of 
work for free, out of love for 

the culture and to network. 
Especially in DIY cul-

ture, groups are nearly 
always self-funded 

and have no money 
to contract-out to 
cover their shows, 
like the Tomato 
Dodgers, who 
went on a 46-
day, 42-show 
tour that was 
entirely self-
funded. De-
Frank trekked 
out to shoot 
three of their 

shows for free.
“As long as 

you’re passionate 
about what you’re 

doing, I’m going to 
respect you and I’m 

going to want to help you 
out,” DeFrank said.

DIY artists are often going on 
tour and coming home to bartending 

and serving jobs to fund their music careers 
because they love it, DeFrank said.

At the end of the day, the goal is for your pas-
sion to put food on the table and until then, you 
just have to change your outlook on yourself, 
DeFrank said. 

“I have to put in four days at this cubicle so I can 
go do what I love,” DeFrank said. “My day job is 
like pre-production for me.”

DeFrank said people “love to hate” on social 
media like Facebook and Instagram, but it’s one of 
the most efficient tools at growing her network and 
brand. She said getting connected to the people 
doing what you want to do is essential.

“Don’t assume the people you see doing what 
you want to be doing just fell into it, or were given 
it,” DeFrank said. “Do research, and get involved 
step by step.”

DeFrank said her goal is to be like Pooneh 
Ghana, who lives mobily, following bands and 
producing tour documentaries.

DeFrank plans to continue to cover punk and 
garage rock music, but has began branching out 
into other scenes, working as a photographer for 
jam-band festivals. DeFrank said she also plans to 
document the lives of hip-hop and rap producers.

“I’ll just become busier, and never sleep,” De-
Frank said. “The goal is to never sleep, and keep 
doing what I love.”

Kathryn DeFrank: Richmonds music documentarian
JESSE ADCOCK
Spectrum Editor

It’s hard to do what you love when you’re young; 
lots of things can get in your way, but for 20-year-
old Richmond-based music documentarian and 
photographer Kathryn DeFrank, following her pas-
sion has led her up and down the east coast docu-
menting the growth of music culture.

DeFrank has produced a full-length documen-
tary on the alt-punk band The Oddbodies, and is 
in the process of editing her next project on indie 
up-beat band Modern Nomad. She has shot con-
cert photography in 12 venues, from Richmond’s 
Stranger Matter to Brooklyn’s Shea Stadium and 
AVIV.

“At least once a week, there’s a night I’m not 
sleeping to cover a show,” DeFrank said. “I never 
regret it.”

As well as freelancing, DeFrank works for Vinyl 
Noise Blog, covering shows and interviewing art-
ists for the music blog since May 2016. She has 
done interviews with The Tomato Dodgers, The 
Oddbodies, Modern Nomad, Illiterate Light and 
DENS. She has documented 31 bands, of which 20 
are local to Richmond.

DeFrank said she was first inspired to pursue 
cinema production by documentaries covering 
The Libertines, a rock band from north London 
and “The Punk Singer,” which follows the life of 
renowned feminist punk singer Kathleen Hanna.

“It meant a lot to me to see someone’s life in a 
concise manner,” DeFrank said. “Using a camera, I 
could tell the stories of musicians and real people, 
rather than creating my own stories.”

DeFrank attended Point Park University in 
Pittsburg for the 2014-2015 school year to study 
cinema production, but said she constantly found 
herself at odds with the coursework.

While DeFrank said she was inspired by docu-
mentaries following bands and artists’ lives, the 
program stressed the production of fictional pieces. 

“Getting a creative major is hard when it’s a 
complete 180 from what you want to do,” DeFrank 
said. “It was hard to be happy with the projects I 
was making.”

In spring 2015, after getting into contact with 
The Oddbodies for permission to use their 
music in an assignment, DeFrank decided that 
she would get her start in music documentaries 
with them.

“I realized I could just ask them,” Defrank said. 

Kathryn DeFrank

DeFrank said concert pho-
tography  keeps her name 

in circulation and helps 
grow her personal brand.

out the battle, boo’s were spewed if 
rhymes weren’t received well, and 
heralded with applause if words 
stuck successfully.

Cheatham said the night was a 
success to say the least and sign of 
more to come.

“Battle rap is very niche. The 
crowd was amazing but it’s not 
mainstream yet,” said Cheatham. 
“Events like Legends Never Die 2 
will move the battle rap culture in 
VA forward.”

Legends Never Die 2 ran from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. and featured 
six competitions of wit, rhyme and rhythm amongst rappers. 
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At least once a 
week, there’s 
a night I’m not 
sleeping to cover 
a show. I never 
regret it.

PHOTO COURTESY OF  KATHRYN DEFRANK
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—continued from page 1
To best manifest this, each 

piece is centered on the black 
experience. Wiley has been 
known for his realistic works of 
black heroism by way of his street 
casting process. Through this 
method, Wiley offers strangers, 
sometimes people he meets on 
the street, to model for a portrait.

“The model chooses a re-
production of a painting from a 
book and reenacts the pose of the 
painting’s figure,” states Wiley’s 
studio website. “By inviting the 
subjects to select a work of art, 
Wiley gives them a measure 
of control over the way they’re 
portrayed”

The 39 year-old has left a pro-
found impact on the world of art 
and “A New Republic” only adds 
to his canon.

“By replacing the European 
aristocrats with contemporary 
black subjects, Wiley’s portraits 
draw attention to the absence of 
African Americans from his-
torical and cultural narratives,” 
the VMFA states in the exhibit 
summary.  

 Where Napolean jackets and 
embroidered cloaks served as 
affirmation, suede Timbs and 
an afro pic-in hair do just fine 
instead. Hip-hop culture, unde-
niably the world’s biggest force, 
is used as a vehicle to drive it’s 
narrative: we have and always will 
matter. 

In the new age of colorism and 
racism, “A New Republic” is the 
antithesis to the current treat-
ment of black life. With pieces 
like Napoleon Leading the Army 

—continued from page 1
of these shots were that they 

were taken during the segregation 
of the 1950’s, shortly before the 
Civil Rights Movement mobilized 
on a national scale. 

Parks had been no stranger to 
revolution. In 1948, Parks became 
the first African-American pho-
tographer and writer for TIME 
Magazine. From there he went on 
to be one of the most celebrated 
photographers in history. 

The Parks exhibit, while power-
ful and moving, only reveals part 
of the luminary’s genius. A self-
taught photographer, Parks was 
also the first black artist to direct 
and write a hit Hollywood film, 
“The Learning Tree,” based on his 
novel of the same name.

“The Learning Tree” is a semi-
autobiographical story of Parks’ 
upbringing in Kansas.

His photos and essays chron-
icled black identity, family life, 
the workings of the inner city and 
movements like the Nation of Is-
lam. A unique aspect of the exhibit 
is that each photo is embedded 
with caption notes that help offer 
some context to the images. 

Parks’ works provided TIME’s 
white audience and readership a 
substantially different glimpse into 
the black experience in a time of 
racial discourse.

Before movies, television 
networks and social media, photos 
like his were the first mainstream 
introduction to black life visually. 
Most importantly, his work helped 
shape America’s understanding of 
the social issues affecting blacks in 
the country. 

VMFA showcases Black artists, experiences

Parks’ photos refocus Black plight and triumph Portraits exude royalty in Wiley’s “New Republic”

“A New Republic” exhibit concludes Sept. 5. Students 
can purchase an annual VMFA membership for $10.

Gordon Parks (American, 1912-2006). Untitled, Chicago, Il-
linois, 1950. Gelatin silver print.

Gordon Parks (American, 1912-2006). Untitled, St. Louis, 
Missouri, 1950. Gelatinsilver print.
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The “Gordon Parks: Back to Scott” exhibit showcase 
concludes Oct. 10. Students can purchase an annual 
VMFA membership for $10.

over the Alps (2005) and Support 
the Rural Population and Serve 
500 Million Peasants (2007), 
themes of power and nobility are 
pondered. In others, like Shanta-
via Beale II (2012) and The Sisters 
Zénaïde and Charlotte Bonaparte 
(2014), the skin of black women 
glistens proudly, channeling black 
girl magic in the face of insur-
mountable peril.

“Here is a space for the new 
way of seeing,” Wiley said in the 
VMFA’s video.

The exhibit’s argument and 
statement are universal and tran-

scends the confines of the country. 
In his World Stage showcase, 
brown skin is documented in a 
series of his signature paintings. 
With these images, Wiley shows 
that in countries like Brazil, Sri 
Lanka, Senegal and Jamaica, the 
movement still charges on.

Most importantly, the message 
of hope and celebration of black 
culture reigns true in Wiley’s “A 
New Republic”. Imagining a world 
where these images will one day 
mirror and reflect the reality of the 
world rather than the emitting of 
the mind.

Kehinde Wiley. Anthony of Padua, 2013. Oil on canvas. Seat-
tle Art Museum; gift of the Contemporary Collectors Forum,

Kehinde Wiley. Shantavia Beale II, 2012. 
Oil on canvas. Collection of Ana and Lenny 
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opinion “Eliminating social issues such as poverty may seem 
like a daunting task, but it stems from the individual. 
Together we form society and together we have the 
power to reconstruct it.”  — Eleanor Fialk

Quote of the week

PHILIP KOEHNCKE
Contributing Columnist

The stigmas surrounding Mental 
Illness have become an ever-increas-
ing problem in the United States. 
According to the National Alliance 
of Mental Health in 2015, one in 
five adults in the U.S. (43.8 million) 
experiences some form of mental 
illness every year. The same study 
stated that approximately 10 million 
out of that 43.8 million experience 
mental illness to the extent of a sub-
stantial effect on day-to-day life. 

These individuals not only have 
to deal with the symptoms of hav-
ing a mental illness, but also the 
stigmas and stereotypes that we as 
a society have pinned to the issue. 
Unfortunately, this stigmatization 
is constantly perpetuated through 
various forms of media such as 
movies, television, and print. These 
stereotypes create a false perception 
of those with mental illnesses, and 
in turn affect how those living with 
mental illness perceive themselves.

The forum “Understanding 
the Impact of Stigma on People 
with Mental Illness,” held by Amy 
Watson and Patrick Corrigan from 
The University of Chicago Center 
for Psychiatric Rehabilitation found 
three common stereotypes of mental 
illness through analyses of film and 
print: 

1. Those with mental illness are 
homicidal and should be feared

2. Their worldview is child-like 
and should be awed

3. They have weak character 
because of their mental illness

The same source quotes two in-
dividual studies of 2,000 American 
and English citizens which deter-
mined that humans react to people 
with mental illness either with fear 
and exclusion or authoritarianism 
(the notion that they must be con-
trolled because they are incapable of 
controlling themselves). This is often 
referred to as Public Stigma, or “the 
ways in which the general public 
stigmatize people with mental ill-
ness.”

There is a strong correlation be-
tween public stigma and the way in 
which society behaves towards these 
individuals. As outlined by Corrigan 
in his article “An Attribution Model 
of Public Discrimination Towards 
Persons with Mental Illness” stereo-
types lead to prejudice and prejudice 
evolves into discrimination.

Segregating mentally ill individu-

als into institutions, avoiding inter-
action with them, and using coercive 
forms of treatment such as electro-
shock therapy are all examples of 
dangerous methods of addressing 
mental illness and the individuals it 
affects. 

These preconceptions and incor-
rect methods of handling mental 
illness have a detrimental effect 
on the individual’s self-esteem and 
self-efficacy which can evolve into 
“self-stigma.” 

Self-stigma pertains to the inter-
nalization of public stigma, includ-
ing negative feelings such as shame, 
anger and/or despair. This may 
prohibit the individual from seeking 
professional treatment, social rela-

tionships and employment. 
The scholarly article “Self-stigma 

and the ‘Why Try’ Effect: Impact 
on Life Goals and Evidence-Based 
Practices,” by Patrick Corrigan, Jon-
athan Larson and Nicholas Rüsch 
states that self-stigma manifests as a 
result of negative stereotypes held by 
society. In order for the individual to 
fall into self-stigma, they must:

1. Be aware of the stereotypes
2. Believe the stereotypes
3. Apply the belief of said stereo-

types into their own personal lives
The authors refer to this as the 

“Why Try” model, as the individu-
al’s hindered self-esteem and efficacy 
prohibits them from succeeding in 
terms of personal life goals, mental 
health treatment and employment 
because, “why bother trying to suc-
ceed if the investment is futile?” 

This learned attitude and the 
shame that accompanies it can pre-
vent those who suffer from mental 
illness from feeling as though they 
are capable of the means necessary 
to overcome it. 

For progress to occur, the exis-
tence of these stereotypes and the 
root of their existence must be both 
recognized and understood. The 
stigma surrounding mental illness 
originates from fear, misunderstand-
ing and a lack of education, much 
like any other form of prejudice. 

Once this stigmatization is rec-
ognized, preventing the perpetua-
tion of false information about those 
who suffer with mental illness is of 
vital importance. 

In recent times there have been 
a growing number of debates over 
gun violence and gun control.  One 
prevalent facet of the debates is the 
notion that gun violence is a mental 
health issue. Proponents of gun 
rights erroneously state that mentally 
ill individuals are more likely to have 
violent outbursts than individuals 
without mental illnesses. 

According to the Mental Health 
division of the U.S. Department of 
Health & Human Services, the ma-
jority of individuals suffering from 
mental illness are nonviolent, with 
only 3 to 5 percent of violent acts 
can be attributed to individuals liv-
ing with a serious mental illness. The 
division also states that mentally ill 
individuals are more than 10 times 
more likely to be victims of violent 
crime than the general population. 

It is objectively wrong to continue 
to spread false information such as 
the popular link of mental illness to 
violence. It only serves the hurt-
ful behemoth that self-stigma is to 
people with mental illness.

Society must understand that 
individuals with mental illness are 
normal people. We do not need to 
be afraid of them, we do not need to 
walk on eggshells around them, nor 
do they need to be sent to some One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest asylum to 
receive help. 

We need to treat them like we 
would anyone else. We need to 
empower them. “Personal empow-
erment is a parallel positive phe-
nomenon conceived as a mediator 
between self-stigma and behaviors 
related to goal attainment” (Cor-
rigan, 2009). 

Positively reinforce goal-oriented 
thinking. Encourage them to seek 
professional treatment. Individuals 
with mental illness are not trying to 
harm us, nor are they attempting to 
make anyone around them ‘crazy’. 
They are just trying to get by like 
everyone else.

Preventing the 
(self) stigma of 
mental illnesses

ELEANOR FIALK
Opinion Editor

With a Mother Teresa-esque com-
plex and far more t-shirts then I would 
ever need, I landed in the Andean city of 
Cusco, Peru with the best of intentions. 
Through broken Spanish, I managed to 
direct the cab driver to the women’s shelter 
for teenage rape victims and their children 
(I use teenage very loosely here, as two of 
the girls could barely even be considered 
preteen at the ages of 9 and 11). 

The shelter ran entirely on volunteers’ 
donations and time, and I quickly began 
to recognize the discrepancies between the 
incoming donations from volunteers and 
the quality of life for the young women in 
the shelter.

Despite generating hundreds of dollars 
per volunteer a week with five to eight vol-
unteers in the shelter at a time, all of the 
babies were still anemic and fed sparingly. 
A malnutritious diet consisting of pre-
dominantly rice and bread does very little 
for both the physical and mental develop-
ment of a child. 

The weeks passed and I continued to 
recognize serious issues with how the shelter 
was run. The girls did not attend school, were 
not allowed to handle money, nor were they 
given the option to seek employment. With 
no education or work experience, these young 
women were kept severely unprepared for the 
outside world they would inevitably enter at 
the age of 18. 

As young women fully dependent 
on a shelter which was fully dependent 
on its volunteers and their money, any 
opportunity to escape an impoverished 
future had been stripped from them at the 
start. Lacking any form of sustainability, 
this system of dependency only further 
perpetuated the cycle of poverty, hold-
ing these young women as prisoners of 
the system.   After six weeks, I left 
Cusco with a lingering feeling of guilt and 
a substantially altered perception of char-
ity. My donations had gone toward needs 

that seemed incredibly insignificant in the 
grander scheme of things. Clothes. School 
supplies. Shoes. Why wasn’t my hundreds 
of donated dollars going toward the girls 
acquiring an education? Their transporta-
tion costs to and from an employment 
opportunity? 

My donations had been put toward 
alleviating the women’s immediate needs 
as opposed to the necessary means by 
which they could potentially live inde-
pendently.

The bottom line is no matter how 
altruistic your intentions may be, your 
charitable giving can have a surpris-
ingly adverse effect on the elimination 
of an issue such as poverty when that 
said charity is misdirected. My time and 

money spent in Peru are prime examples 
of unintentionally misdirected charity, as 
I had unknowingly fed into prolonging 
the girls’ dependency.

With that being said, why is our 
charity so frequently misdirected? Oscar 
Wilde attributes this misdirection to 
man’s innate emotional response to suf-
fering 
we view another human 
being experiencing firsthand. 

In “The Soul of Man Under Social-
ism,” Wilde states, “The emotions of man 
are stirred more quickly than man’s intel-
ligence… it is easier to have sympathy 
with suffering, than it is to have sympa-
thy with thought.” 

Wilde theorizes that humans tend to 
sympathize with an individual’s imme-
diate suffering more than they sympa-
thize with ideas on how to eliminate the 
epidemic in its entirety. This discrepancy 
is simply due to the lack of an emotional 
trigger. 

Comparing poverty to a disease, Wilde 

states that charitable donations such as 
money, clothes, and food, are merely reme-
dies for immediate suffering. Through these 
remedies, we are actually further prolong-
ing the epidemic as opposed to addressing 
the problem beginning at it’s origin. 

In layman’s terms, we are putting a 
band-aid on the issue instead of finding 

the cure. 
Essentially, these donations, 

“keep the poor alive.” Although that may 
initially appear to be beneficial, donations 
feed into the ravenous cycle of poverty and 
dependency. Charity keeps the poor alive 
while simultaneously keeping the poor… 
poor. 

Wilde urges us to shift our focus 
towards ways in which we can reconstruct 
society in order to make issues such as 
poverty unable 
to exist in the first place. Charitable dona-
tions prohibit change and progress, and it 
is therefore imperative that we allocate our 
time and funding towards means which 
allow for this crucial societal reconstruc-
tion to occur. 

Increasing the budget for education, 
opening up the workforce and making 
both childcare and housing more afford-
able are all examples of potential methods 
of societal reconstruction. Although this 
may seem out of the average society mem-
ber’s hands, donating money and time to 
reconstruction, or “thought” as referred to 
by Wilde, ultimately boils down to activ-
ism. 

Activism could include signing peti-
tions, voting for government officials 
whose views coincide with yours, or do-
nating to well-researched charity organi-
zations that work towards ending poverty 
as opposed to merely remedying it.

That being said, charity in response 
to witnessed-suffering is not intrinsically 
bad. The issue may lie more-so in the 
disproportionate amount of charity toward 
suffering versus charity toward thought. 
Society would benefit from a shift in 
focus from remedying immediate suffer-
ing to ending it altogether by addressing it 
beginning at its roots. 

Eliminating social issues such as 
poverty on a global, national, or local scale 
may seem like a daunting task, but it stems 
from the individual. Together we form 
society and together we have the power to 
reconstruct it. 

ILLUSTRATION BY SARAH BUTLER

Charity keeps the 
poor alive while 
simultaneously 
keeping the poor 
... poor.

IL
LU

ST
R

AT
IO

N
 B

Y 
SK

YE
 A

LI

Society must 
understand that 
individuals with 
mental illness 
are normal peo-
ple... we need to 
treat them like 
we would any-
one else. 

Reconsidering Your Donations 
The Ethical Implications of Charity 
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