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OPINION

AUSTIN WALKER
Specrum Editor

A group of avid supports for 
Democratic presidential candidate 
Bernie Sanders finished work on 
what they’re calling “open source” 
murals on the 3200 block of W. 

Broad Street last week.
The designs, created by mural-

ists Hamilton Glass and the Rich-
mond-based Mickael Broth, will be 
shared without copyrights online to 
allow others to easily project them 
onto the side of buildings and trace 
them. The duo are also creating a 

video to help the idea gain traction.
“Even though the primary here 

has passed, the things that are go-
ing on with Bernie Sanders nation-
ally are really encouraging,” said 
David Morrison, partial owner of 
the vacant building on which the 
two pieces were painted.

Morrison said he was introduced 
to the two designers months ago, 
and eventually they collectively 
tried to come up with a way to sup-
port the candidate’s campaign. Ul-
timately, they determined it would 
be most constructive to share the 

Bernie appears on Broad Street

—continued on page 5

The above mural was created by Richmond-based artist Mickael Broth, who is making the design available for free.

Ebersole got his third win in three starts against U.Va. 

ANDREW CRIDER 
Online News Editor

In an email to the VCU com-
munity on April 7, President 
Michael Rao stated the uni-
versity presented a “conserva-
tive” 2016-17 budget proposal 
to the Board of Visitors, which 
includes a $358 (2.8 percent) tu-
ition increase for in-state under-
graduate students.

Rao emphasized in his email 
that the FY 2017 budget in-
cludes a $5.6 million increase in 
university-funded financial aid 
to help offset the hike in tuition 
for students with demonstrated 
need as well as $4.3 million for 
academic program growth and 
infrastructure, faculty recruit-
ment and retention and safety 
and compliance infrastructure.

The new university budget 
also includes:
—A 1 percent transfer of funds 
from payroll to investments, 
which will provide more than 
$3 million for additional need-
based financial aid students
—A $10 increase to the manda-
tory library fee
—An additional $88 fee, or 
5 percent of the university 
fee, for “unavoidable cost 
increases,” Title IX training 
and enforcement initiatives, 
student counseling and other 
student services.

Rao’s email explained that in 
the early 2000s, the state sup-

ported two-thirds the cost of the 
academic-instructional budget. 
In the last 15 years, that trend 
has reversed, and only around 
30 percent of revenue now comes 
from state funding, and the re-
mainder from tuition and fees.

Rao said VCU faces $24 mil-
lion in unavoidable cost increases 
despite the fact that the Gen-
eral Assembly and governor have 
worked to partially restore the 
deep cuts of the past.

“Throughout this change, our 
goal has been to strengthen VCU 
as a public research university by 
focusing on student success: en-
suring access, affordability and 
timely degree completion,” Rao 
stated in his email.

University-funded finan-
cial aid increased by more than 
$25 million, from $5 million in 
2008 to more than $30 million 
in 2017, according to Rao, who 
attributed the financial aid in-
creases, more faculty positions 
and enhanced student services 
to VCU’s improved 4 and 6-year 
graduation rates.

“Very importantly we have 
closed the graduation gap, with 
our minority students graduating 
at the same or better rates than 
our white students,” Rao said.

VCU is one of four schools 
that have seen the net decrease in 
state funding from 1998 to 2012.

“I can say state legislatures 
who are arguing on the one hand 

VCU 2016-17 proposed budget 
includes $358 in-state tuition hike

—continued on page 8
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Rams roll past defending champs 

ZACH JOACHIM
Contributing Writer

VCU Baseball took down 
defending national champions 
the University of Virginia by 
a final score of 7-5 on April 5 
at The Diamond. This was the 
Rams first successful outing 
againt U.Va since 2003.  

The Cavaliers started fresh-
man left-hander Daniel Lynch 
to oppose sophomore Jonathan 
Ebersole, who was on the bump 
for the Rams and got credit for 
the victory.

The two teams traded one-

two-three first frames to kick 
off the contest. Rams three-
hole hitter Jimmy Kerrigan 
made a loud third out in the 
bottom half of the first inning 
with a liner to centerfielf that 
nearly fooled the U.Va. out-
fielder and sailed over his head.

Back-to-back singles to lead 
off the bottom of the second in-
ning got the Cavaliers offense 
started. A bunt single loaded 
the bases, and U.Va.’s Ryan 
Karstetter grounded out to 
VCU short-stop Matt Davis to 

ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor

Twelve candidates for mayor 
took the stage of Virginia Union 
University’s Allix James Chapel on 
April 6 as part of a forum hosted by 
former mayor and governor Doug-
las Wilder. 

The forum was the first meet-
ing of the 12 candidates, some of 
whom announced their candidacy 
as late as several weeks ago for the 
November election. 

The candidates included city 
council members Chris Hilbert, 
Jonathan Baliles,  Bruce Tyler and  

Pres. Michelle Mosby, former del-
egate Joseph Morrissey, community 
activists Alan Schintzius and Rick 
Tatnall, community strategist Lil-
lie Estes, Venture Richmond Ex-
ecutive Director Jack Berry, Rich-
mond Public Schools teacher Chad 
Ingold, businessman Brad Froman 
and architect Lawrence Williams.

The two hour event consisted 
of panel discussions on policy and 
leadership, political landscape, the 
importance of turnout and commu-
nication followed by a Q&A with 
the audience.

There was no shortage of criti-
cism of the Dwight C Jones ad-

ministration from the mayoral can-
didates, with the city’s budget and 
public schools being the focal issues 
of the night. 

Chad Ingold, VCU alumni and 
public school teacher, was the first 
candidate to speak and immediately 
emphasized the importance of pub-
lic schools.  

“Our schools are under attack. 
As mayor of Richmond I will put 
the city school system at the high-
est level,” Ingold said. “I will be 
ready to go on day one because this 
city cannot wait. “

On the issue of education, Tyler 

VCU, VUU host mayoral candidate forum  

The 12 candidates for mayor discussed their plans for the budget and education, among other 
topics, at Virginia Union University on April 6.
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SIONA PETEROUS
Contributing Columnist

There is a unique and very 
strained relationship between 
clothing and people of color and 
oppression can lead to the most 
brilliant and bold examples of 
creative defiance. In regard to 
the politicization of our bodies, I 
believe clothes are my daily outlet. 
Fashion is how I define myself 
in public and how I express my 
mood. It’s how I celebrate my 
culture and how I address anti-
blackness and xenophobia. 

Bianca Blunt, a senior at 
VCU, will be graduating next 
month from the School of Fash-
ion. For her senior thesis, Blunt 
has created a complete fashion 
collection addressing her frustra-
tion with the multiple cases of 
fatal police brutality “in a subtle 
but powerful way.”  

Blunt was inspired by a dress 
that reminded her of “the Mata-
dor aesthetic” and decided to use 
“African American symbolism 
and the Matador costume” as a 
response to the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement and the ongoing 
cases of police brutality. She was 
influenced by the connection she 
made “between the inhumanity of 
bullfighting and the dehumaniza-
tion of police brutality.” 

Additionally, Blunt used her 
collection to address the double 

standard discussion of police 
brutality in mass media. Police 
brutality is often told from the 
male perspective with little to no 

consideration of how women are 
also affected by state violence. 
Blunt said it was a conscious deci-
sion to use women’s clothing to 

an address an issue that is so male 
centered. “Remember Sandra 
Bland. Women are affected too. 
So I chose to use women style to 
remind people . . . that it is an 
African-American issue.” 

When asked about the role 
clothing has in the politicization 
of Black and brown bodies, she 
answered that there is always a 
connection, “We can be viewed 
as sketchy for our clothing. Police 
brutality shows that.” 

Her ultimate goal of the col-
lection is to express that, “people 
need to stop being desensitized to 
these occurrences in the same way 
they aren’t desensitized every time 
an animal is killed brutally. We 
should have that same respect for 
human life.” 

 Furthermore, Blunt believes 
that fashion has the power to 
address a variety of social issues.  
In her eyes, clothing can always 
make a statement because, “It’s 
an artform and it should be a 
conversation.”

While Blunt uses a more 
technical form to create her brand 
of socially-conscious clothing, 
De’Montaz “Taz” Brown, a junior 
at Old Dominion University, is 
taking a more entrepreneurial, 
grassroots approach. 

On Jan. 22, Taz released his 
hat collection, My Melanin, 
which sold out almost instantly. 

—continued on page 2
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news
AP briefs

In this section:  
Mayoral candidates. Students meet 
senators. Arts dean. SGA elections. 
Unemployment. VA poll. Q&A.

FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor

Students had the chance to 
meet their representatives last 
week when State Senators Glen 
Sturtevant (R-Richmond) and 
Lamont Bagby (D-Charles City) 
visited VCU to take questions re-
garding student loans. 

Sturtevant, the 33-year-old 
senator who represents VCU’s 
district, graduated from the 
George Mason University School 
of Law in 2006 and said he is cur-
rently paying back student debt. 

“I get the student debt issue 
because I live it. My next tu-
ition payment is due next week. 
My wife had to repay her loans 
within ten years because of how 
the loan was set up and it was a 
huge, huge burden on my fam-
ily,” Sturtevant said. 

According to Sturtevant, tu-
ition was “really affordable” dur-
ing his time at George Mason at 
approximately $11,000 per year. 

“Now it’s doubled — I think 
around $22,000 a year,” Sturte-
vant said. “Clearly something is 
not working and needs to change.”

Both senators shared insight 
on how the state could mitigate 
rising tuition costs. Bagby said 
that in order to lower tuition 
costs, lawmakers could pass leg-
islation to remove the state’s sub-
sidies on individuals’ car taxes 
and re-allocate the funds to help 
pay for higher education.

“$1.8 billion is about what the 
state pays biennium,” Bagby said. 
“There’s a plethora of things we 
could do with that money and 
one of those things is use the 
money to try and keep tuition 
under control for state supported 
universities and colleges.”

Sturtevant, on the other hand, 
said he believes in regulating the 
pace at which institutions raise 
their tuition costs. He cited a bill 
that he sponsored in the most re-
cent session of the General As-
sembly which would have pro-
hibited institutions from raising 
tuition costs more than twice the 
rate of inflation annually. 

The bill, however, was killed 
in the senate.

“As you might imagine, the 
influence of lobbyists in the 
General Assembly is really sig-
nificant across all sectors,” Stur-
tevant said. 

Sturtevant added that college 
and university lobbies are strong 
in Virginia and they did not like 
his bill “one bit.”

“That billed got killed 
very,very quickly this session. But 
it’s a bill that I’m going to keep 
bringing back because I think it’s 
important and very reasonable,” 
Sturtevant said. 

Sturtevant was elected into of-
fice in November, 2015 when he 
defeated Democrat Dan Gecker 
in the most expensive state senate 
race in Virginia history. Bagby 
has served in the state senate for 
nine years.

Students 
discuss loans, 
tuition with 
state senators

NATIONAL
Suspect arrested in death of Saints 
defensive end Will Smith 

Former New Orleans Saints player Will 
Smith was shot and killed Saturday in what 
appeared to be a road rage incident that has 
shocked fans of the much-loved athlete.

Coroner Jeffrey C. Rouse said in an 
emailed statement that Smith died of “mul-
tiple gunshot wounds” after a traffic acci-
dent in the city’s Lower Garden District. 
The former defensive end was 34 years old.

Cardell Hayes, 28, was arrested on a 
charge of second-degree murder in Smith’s 
death, New Orleans Police Department 
spokesman Tyler Gamble said Sunday. Po-
lice said Hayes was the driver of a Humvee 
H2 that rear-ended Smith’s Mercedes G63 
about 11:30 p.m. Saturday. A passenger in 
Hayes’ vehicle was questioned and released, 
he said.

Online court records show Hayes plead-
ed guilty in 2014 to one count each of pos-
sessing an illegal weapon and possessing 
drug paraphernalia.

Top cartel leader appeared to find tem-
porary haven in Texas 

A man who was slain at an upscale 
suburban Dallas shopping center is identi-
fied in federal court documents as the act-
ing leader of a notorious Mexican cartel, a 
claim that would run counter to the long-
held belief that drug kingpins seldom try to 
hide in the United States.

Juan Jesus Guerrero Chapa moved into 
a million-dollar home in Southlake in 2011, 
two years before he was fatally shot by three 
men who prosecutors say had been stalking 
him for months.

According to a recent court filing sub-
mitted by the lawyers for Jesus Gerardo 
Ledezma-Cepeda — one of three suspects 
slated to stand trial for Chapa’s killing — 
Chapa became the interim head of the Gulf 
Cartel — one of Mexico’s most violent 
drug-trafficking rings — following the ar-
rest of predecessor Osiel Cardenas-Guillen, 
who was extradited to the U.S. in 2007 and 
later sentenced to 25 years in prison.

As head of the Gulf Cartel, “Chapa ran 
a large criminal enterprise whose activi-
ties included murders, narcotics traffick-
ing, kidnapping, extortion, bribery, money 
laundering and torture,” the court filing 
says.

It appears Chapa in part was seeking 
anonymity with his family in moving to the 
Dallas metro region. Court records said he 
had been living in fear because “he had been 
found by people who wanted to kill him.”

Washington to boost mental hospitals’ 
security after escapes

Washington officials promised they 
were working quickly to increase security at 
the state’s psychiatric hospitals after a week 
in which two patients escaped and another 
two went missing.

A man accused of torturing a 20-year-
old woman to death in 2013 was recaptured 
Friday night after a two-day, cross-state 
manhunt that some worried would not end 
peacefully.

“I was afraid this was going to go side-
ways,” Spokane sheriff ’s spokesman Mark 
Gregory said Saturday. “I’m glad it didn’t.”

Gregory gave much of the credit for 
Anthony Garver’s capture to a canine offi-
cer named Gunnar. The dog found Garver 
hiding in the woods near his family home in 
Spokane, then signaled two human officers.

The Washington Corrections Depart-
ment has taken custody of Garver, who is 
now being held at Airway Heights Correc-
tion Center in eastern Washington, accord-
ing to Kathy Spears of the state Social and 
Health Services Department.

Garver, 28, escaped from Western State 
Hospital across the state in Lakewood on 
Wednesday night. He crawled out a win-
dow of a locked, lower-security unit with 
another patient, Mark Alexander Adams, 
58, who was caught the next day.

LOCAL
Cruz gets 2 GOP delegates to Trump’s 1 
in 9th District 

Despite his big March 1 primary win 
in Virginia’s 9th District, Donald Trump 
picked up one delegate to Ted Cruz’s two 
to serve as their delegates at the Republican 
National Convention.

The Roanoke Times reports that del-
egates were selected Saturday by district 
Republicans in Wytheville (WITH’-vihl).

Delegates elected Saturday will be 
bound on the first nomination ballot at the 
GOP convention.

The three picked Saturday are the first 
delegates elected in Virginia. Forty-six del-
egates will be decided later this month and 
in May at other congressional district con-
ventions and a state convention.

Body found in car blocks from Virginia 
Capitol 

Richmond police say a shooting has left 
a man dead near the Virginia Capitol and 
the federal courthouse.

Detectives tell media outlets the victim 
was found early Sunday in his car, dead of 
an apparent gunshot wound.

Investigators say a witness told police 
that the shooter fired from a car that drove 
up to the victim’s vehicle.

VCU 2016-17 proposed budget includes $358 in-state tuition hike

2016-2017
BUDGET
by the numbers

tuition
overall increase from 

$12,772 to 

$13,130
for in-state students

2.8%
$358

payroll investments1%

= $3 million for need based financial aid and high priority needs

April 29th
May 13th

=  board meeting to discuss budget

=  board of Visitors votes on budget

library fees

university fee

5%
$88     

to provide 
additional 
student 
support, such 
as student 
counseling, 
career, and 
other student 
services

$10
increase

no increase
in health services, student 
activity and technology fees

P 4%
increase

in parking 
services 
to meet 
state laws 
regarding 
salary 

3%
increase

for dining 
services, 
ARAMARK 
raised their 
consumer 
prices

INFOGRAPHIC BY RACHEL LEE

‘We don’t want to raise taxes or use 
increased state revenue to pay for ed-
ucation,’ and then at the same time 
ask for caps on tuition increases, are 
proposing an imposable equation,” 
said VCU economics professor Da-
vid Harless.

The increased cost being pushed 
on students can be broken down 
into a broad range of services. For 
example, one item in the budget 
proposal is a 3 percent increase for 
dining services which stems from 
ARAMARK, the company con-
tracted by VCU to provide dining 
services, raising their consumer 
price index per-meal-served. 

Parking services proposed a 4 
percent increase to meet state laws 
regarding salary. 

The largest increases are in the 
library fee, as the university, health 
services, student activity and tech-
nology fees will not see any increase. 

The BOV will debate the budget 
on April 29 and vote during their 
May 13 meeting.

—continued from page 1

—continued from page 1
said that he would work to reduce 
the school to prison pipeline. 

“Fightin” Morrissey argued in 
favor of fixing the city’s finances 
while criticizing the mayor’s de-
layed budgets. 

“You need budget experts who 
can get a capital report out and out 
all time,” Morrissey said. “The first 
thing I would do every morning 
for two hours, just like I did in city 
government, is go over the budget 
line by line.”

VCU Alumni and community 
strategist Lillie Estes argued that the 

city needs to work to address poverty. 
“Richmond does not work for 

all of its citizens and we need to fix 
that,” Estes said. “I cannot believe 
with the redevelopment going on 
in East End when you are going to 
shut down a high school.”

Estes said that as she’s running 
for mayor, she lives in public hous-
ing, an example she used to stress 
the point that she believes everyone 
had a right to be represented no 
matter their circumstance. 

“We need to look at what we are 
doing for the entirety of the citi-
zens,” Estes said. 

Wilder interrupted Hilbert’s 
statements about vetoes from the 
mayor’s office and argued that Hil-
bert’s claims of cooperation with 
the mayor were bad compromises 
in reality in a three minute one-
on-one. 

Estes, Morrissey and Ingold 
were the only candidates to sup-
port the removal of the confeder-
ate statues. 

Morrissey received a gasp from 
the audience when he advocated 
shutting down the mayor’s protec-
tion detail. The mayor’s protection 
detail has become larger and more 

costly under Jones’s administration.
Ingold touched on the topic dur-

ing his opening remarks but Mor-
rissey got a seemingly surprised re-
action from the audience when he 
said, “At $1 million a year, I don’t 
need a protection team to protect 
me, I can protect myself,  I’ve been 
in a fight once or twice.” 

The forum was a part of The 
Wilder Symposium: Race & 
American Society, a program orga-
nized by VCU.

Mayoral candidates square off at VUU

ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor

Gov. Terry McAuliffe vetoed a 
bill that would require teachers to 
notify parents if assignments had 
sexually explicit content, citing that 
such a measure was “unnecessary.” 

House Bill 516 passed the re-
publican controlled house in March 
with a 77-21 vote. 

The bill would have allowed 
parents to request and be notified 
of teaching materials containing 
sexually explicit content. Under 
the bill, once school boards deem 
teaching materials, such as books 
and poems to be sexually explicit, 
such schools would then need to 
notify parents of students of the 
sexually explicit content. 

In an official statement, McAu-
liffe said that he vetoed the bill 
in order to give school boards the 
freedom to decide for themselves 
what content to teach. 

“We have long entrusted cur-
riculum management to our local 
school boards,” McAuliffe said 
to the Washington Post. “School 
boards are best positioned to en-
sure that our students are exposed 
to those appropriate literary and 
artistic works that will expand stu-
dents’ horizons and enrich their 
learning experiences.”

The statement also indicated 
that local school boards have al-
ready been debating the issue and 
that the governor did not want to 
take action until the local boards 

had decided for themselves. 
If the bill had passed, Virginia 

would have been the first state to 
give parents control what books 
their child reads in school. 

According to the Washing-
ton Post, Del. Steven Landes (R-
Augusta), who chairs the House 
Education Committee, called the 
veto “disappointing,” and said he 
would introduce legislation next 

year if similar regulations were not 
put in place. 

The bill was stamped with a 
complaint from a parent from Fair-
fax County. 

The parent, Laura Murphy, said, 
“We have long entrusted curricu-
lum management to our local school 
boards.  School boards are best po-
sitioned to ensure that our students 
are exposed to those appropriate lit-

erary and artistic works that will ex-
pand students’ horizons and enrich 
their learning experiences.”

According to The Washing-
ton Post, about half of Virginia 
school districts already require 
sexually explicit materials to be 
reported to parents. 

McAuliffe vetoes bill that would warn 
parents of sexually explicit books

Among the panelists were former Delegate Joe Morrissey and community strategist Lillie Estes.

House Bill 516 passed the Republican-controlled Virginia House and Senate.
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ADVERTISEMENT

what’s happening
program details, rates, and locations at recsports.vcu.edu 

/recsportsvcu/VCURecSports

vcurecsports.
tumblr.com/recsportsvcu

/vcu_recsports/VCURecSports

wp.vcu.edu/
recsports/

VCU RecSports
ios/android app 

ARC FA/CPR/AED
Certification Course
[April 16, register by 4/13]
AHA FA&BLS for 
Healthcare Providers
[April 17, register by 4/15]

AHA Heartsaver 
First Aid CPR/AED
[April 16, register by 4/13]
[April 30, register by 4/27]

Adult Private & 
Buddy Swim Lessons 
[registration ongoing ]
ARC Water Safety  
Instructor Certification
[May 16 – 20,  
register by May 16]

Climbing Weekend
[April 16-17, register by 4/12]
Day Hike
[April 17, register by 4/12]
Full Moon Canoe 
[April 23, register by 4/19]
Women’s Sea Kayak  
Weekend
[April 23-24, register by 4/19]
Backpacking Weekend
[April 16-17, register by 4/12]

FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor

Republican primary frontrun-
ner Donald Trump may repel 
republicans from voting in the 
general election if he is nomi-
nated for the presidential elec-
tion in November, according to a 
new poll by the Judy Ford Wa-
son Center for Public Policy at 
Christopher Newport University.

The poll found that in a hy-
pothetical matchup between 
Trump and Democratic front-
runner Hillary Clinton, 44 
percent of likely voters chose 
Clinton while 35 percent chose 
Trump. 14 percent said they 
would vote for neither candidate.

The poll found a geographical 
divide between voters, showing 
that Clinton wins in hypotheti-
cal matchups in Northern Vir-
ginia, Richmond and Hamp-
ton Roads while Trump takes 
Southwest Virginia.

The poll also found that 29 
percent of likely Republican 
voters said they wouldn’t vote 
for the Republican nominee if 
Trump were their party’s nomi-
nee in the general election. On 
the Democratic side, 90 percent 
of likely voters said they will 
vote for Clinton if she is the par-
ty’s nominee.

“We found a real loyalty 
gap,” said Quentin Kidd, di-
rector of the Wason Center in 
a statement. “If Donald Trump 
turns out to be the Republican 
nominee, it’s clear that a very 

significant proportion of Repub-
lican voters will either defect or 
stay home. But it looks like most 
Democrats — even those who 
backed Bernie Sanders in the 
March primary — would sup-
port Clinton.”

13 percent of Republicans 
said that they would switch their 
allegiance to the Democratic 
counterpart if Trump becomes 
the Republican nominee. 13 
percent said they would vote for 
a third party candidate and 3 
percent would not vote at all. 

Most Democrats indicated 
they would stick with Clinton if 
she were the nominee, with just 
4 percent switching to a Repub-
lican candidate, 3 percent said 
they would vote for a third-party 
candidate and 2 percent said 
they would not vote at all.

57 percent of Republicans 
and Republican-leaning inde-
pendents said they opposed the 
use of a brokered convention to 
stop a Trump nomination, ac-
cording to the polling data. 36 
percent favored the use of a bro-
kered convention to stop the real 
estate mogul.

“There’s a sizable distaste for 
Trump among Virginia Repub-
lican voters,” said Rachel Bite-
cofer, director of the Wason 
Center Survey Research Lab in 
a press release. “Almost a third 
would defect or stay home in 
November. A solid third like the 
idea of stopping him in July by 
giving the nomination to anoth-
er candidate in a brokered con-
vention. This adds up to a real 
advantage for Clinton in purple 
Virginia.”

A win in Virginia other states 
that participated in Super Tues-
day in March helped propel 
Clinton to a lead over Vermont 
Senator Bernie Sanders, her 
competitor in the Democratic 
primary. Clinton leads Sanders 
1,280 to 1,030 in the pledged 
delegate count and 1,749 to 
1,061 when unpledged delegates 
are factored in. 

In the Republican primary, 
Trump, who also won in Vir-
ginia’s March primary, has 743 
delegates, ahead of Texas sena-
tor Ted Cruz. Cruz has a 520 
delegate count and Ohio gover-
nor John Kasich has 143. 

Wason Center Poll: many Va. 
Republicans won’t back Trump

JOE JOHNSON
Contributing Writer

After five years of holding his 
post as dean of VCUarts, Joe Seipel 
is retiring at the end of the semester.

Seipel has worked with VCU 
starting in 1974 when he was chair 
of the VCU Sculpture Depart-
ment, and 17 years later became 
the dean of all graduate arts pro-
grams at VCU.

After 25 years in the School of 
Arts, Seipel moved to Georgia to 
accept the position of vice president 
at the Savannah College of Art and 
Design. Two years later he returned 
to VCU to take on the position of 
dean at VCUarts.

“I love VCU, we never even sold 
our house when we went to Savan-
nah because we always knew we 
would come back to Richmond,” 
Seipel said.

Seipel was also drawn back to 
VCU is because of its value as a 
multidisciplinary campus.

“I looked back at VCU and re-
alized we are an art school in the 
middle of a comprehensive research 
university,” Seipel said. “We can in-
termingle not just within the school 
of arts but across the campus.”

Earlier this month, VCU’s 
School of the Arts tied with the 
University of California at Los An-
geles for the No. 2 spot in the Best 

Fine Arts Graduate Program in the 
nation, right behind Yale Univer-
sity’s number one position, accord-
ing to the most recent U.S. News & 
World Report rankings.

The new rankings for specialty 
areas include six VCUarts specialty 
areas within the top 10 spots among 
private and public universities.

“Our accomplishments are 
amazing,” Seipel said. “If you look 
at all our Guggenheim recipients 
we have — we have three MacAr-
thur genius award winners amongst 
our alumni.”

Seipel said many alumni are also 
showing in galleries in New York 
City and Los Angeles, in addition 
to theatre graduates starring in ma-
jor plays around New York.

More than a decade ago, the 
Sculpture Department first gained 
its top ranking under Seipel’s lead-
ership as department chair. Last 
week, the School of the Arts an-
nounced Seipel would be retiring 
June 30, 2016 after five years as 
Dean of VCUarts and 42 years in 
higher education.

“He creates an atmosphere 
where all ideas are entertained and 
open debate is encouraged,” said 
Department Chair of the Sculp-
ture Department Matt King. “This 
gives the faculty and administra-
tion license to ‘think big’ and work 
together toward making our school 

a vital, exciting place to work.”
Seipel’s time as dean is high-

lighted by his emphasis on collab-
oration between art students and 
other disciplines. From TEDx-
VCU to the Institute for Contem-
porary Art, Seipel said he sought 
to invest in student collaboration 
and success.

“(He) was able to guide us and 
mentor us and help us create suc-
cessful events,” said Brandon 
Shields, a junior graphic design 
major. “Really giving us that guid-
ance and making our TEDx events 
superb and spectacular and enjoy-
able for the VCU community.”  

The Depot, a historic train sta-
tion recently renovated into a stu-
dent art exhibition center is one ex-
ample of many programs initiated 
during Seipel’s tenure. The center is 
open for any student to use, regard-
less of major.

“The Depot building which has 
just opened up is physically and 
metaphorically kind of a symbol of 
the new focus on the interdisciplin-
ary curriculum,” Seipel said, “(it’s) a 
really important part of what I hope 
my legacy will be.”

To open dialogue between him-
self and the students, Seipel started 
a program he calls “Coffee with 
the Dean.” Students are invited to 
come, have coffee and donuts and 
say whatever they want.

“Coffee with the dean is a way to 
get direct information from the stu-
dents,” Seipel said. “Sometimes it’s 
really specific, sometimes its more 
general; they can ask me whatever 
they want and they almost darn-
near always tell the truth.”

Seipel has not always been well 
received by students, however. Ear-
lier this school year fliers plastered 
several VCUarts building address-
ing the dean and telling him to take 
initiative addressing racist faculty.

Seipel said throughout the years 
he has maintained a vision of stu-
dent development and transfor-
mation and welcomes freedom of 
thought and expression throughout 
the School of the Arts.

“I don’t think there’s anything 
more important for somebody who 
works in higher education than to 
watch a freshman student come in, 
nervous and figuring out what to 
do, then watch this 21, 22 year old 
leave this school, transformed into 
this professional ready to hit the 
world head on” Seipel said.

So where will you find Dean 
Seipel after retirement? In his 
workshop of course, pursuing his 
love for sculpture.

“I'm really looking forward to 
getting back into the studio,” Seipel 
said. “So you may see me more of-
ten with jeans on and many, many 
less ties.”

VCUarts dean retires after more than 40 years in higher ed

“Almost a third would 
defect or stay home 
in November. A solid 
third like the idea of 
stopping him in July by 
giving the nomination 
to another candidate in 
a brokered convention. 
This adds up to a real 
advantage for Clinton in 
purple Virginia.”

—RACHEL BITECOFER

Siepel has been the dean of VCUarts for five years; he has 
been with the university for 25 years.
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Monroe Park SGA holds reelection after 
withholding unofficial election results
SARAH KING
Executive Editor

The Monroe Park SGA will 
be holding an online reelection 
for the 2016-17 student body 
president and vice president be-
ginning Tuesday, April 12.

The new election comes after 
the SGA failed to officially re-
lease the winners of the original 
election held in mid-March. Ac-
cording to the SGA Constitu-
tion, results should be made pub-
lic no more than five days after 
voting concludes.

“Our leaders for this year were 
elected on the platform of trans-
parency,” said SGA clerk Katie 
Gallant. “Our organization as a 
whole has drifted away from that. 
This is very bleak to me. We need 
to figure out how to get ourselves 
together. How are we going to rep-
resent the student body if we can’t 
even represent ourselves well?”

According to the April 4 
SGA Senate minutes, each of 
the original candidates will be 
running in the reelection after 
two grievances were filed to the 
SGA’s Judiciary regarding the 
original election proceedings.

The grievances apparently 
stemmed from the candidates 
following different versions of 
the Constitutional bylaws due to 
the SGA website not being prop-
erly updated after last year. The 
April 4 minutes state the SGA 
Membership committee “did not 
follow through with conducting 
a proper election.”

“Those who were in the elec-
tion felt like there were a lot of 
different rules going around,” 
said Sen. Sarah Kilmon, who is 
running for vice president. “Dif-
ferent candidates were following 
different rules.”

The April 4 minutes also state 
the SGA intends to notify the 

student body of this week’s re-
election through social media. 
The SGA Judiciary will run the 
new election and there will be no 
candidate tabling or debates.

The meeting minutes also in-
dicate confusion and frustration 
amongst SGA members regard-
ing the grievances responsible 
for stalling results. Furthermore, 
the minutes state this is “really a 
failure on all the branches.”

“I feel like we are almost pun-
ishing the wrong people,” said 
Sen. Tammie Goode. “Having 
to redo an election seems unfair.”

SGA Secretary Ava Hassas 
said appealing the complaints 
could take just as much time as 
redoing the election.

“We are going to look bad to 
the student body no matter what 
we do,” Gallant said. “We need to 
never do this again. It’s messy.”

FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor

The unemployment numbers in 
the Richmond-metro area fell for 
the second straight month. This 
drop marked an employment recov-
ery in the area which outpaces the 
national recovery and unemploy-
ment numbers lower than the coun-
try’s average.

The March unemployment rate 
in the Richmond area fell in 2016 
to 4.2 percent in February from 
4.4 percent in January - almost a 
point below the 5.2 percent mark 
it was at a year ago, according to 
the latest report by the Virginia 
Employment Commission. 

Richmond’s numbers average 
nearly a point under the national 

unemployment rate, which this year 
was 5 percent in March and 4.9 per-
cent in February according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

According to Ann Lang, senior 
economist at the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission, the Richmond-
metro ranks at No. 13 among large 
metro areas in the country.

The Richmond area’s labor force 
had 667,191 participants this Febru-
ary; 639,124 of those people were 
employed and 28,067 were seeking 
unemployment benefits, according 
to the report. One year ago, 652,420 
individuals were in the labor force 
and 618,309 people were working 
while 34,111 of them were seeking 
unemployment benefits.

The fastest growing labor sector 
in the area was in the field of profes-

sional and business services, which 
grew by 9.6 percent in one year. The 
next fastest growing sectors were 
logging, mining and construction, 
which grew by 9.5 percent since 
February 2015.

Employment fell in three sectors 
in the area in the previous year: In-
formation, which fell by 1.3 percent; 
government, which was down 0.4 
percent; and manufacturing, which 
fell 0.2 percent.

The statewide unemployment 
rate fell to 4.3 percent in February 
from 4.4 percent in January and 5.0 
last February. 

The jobless rate in the City of 
Richmond stood at 4.6 percent in 
February 2016.

Richmond’s unemployment still declining

INFOGRAPHIC BY RACHEL LEE
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MAURA MAZUROWSKI
Online Managing Editor

The university Staff Senate con-
sists of 50 full-time members from 
VCU and the VCU Health System 
with a specific vision in mind: To 
create an engaging, advancing and 
empowering workforce.

During spring break, the Staff 
Senate hosts an annual Professional 
Development Conference to both 
improve professional skills and 
hone in on a specific topic of dis-
cussion. This year, the conference’s 
theme was “Make a Difference” 
and the subject of diversity and in-
clusion were the issues at hand. 

Last week, The Commonwealth 
Times met with Sania Marcoccia, 
the fiscal technician of the Provost’s 
Office, member of the Council for 
Inclusive Excellence and Equity 
and President of the VCU Staff 
Senate since 2014, to discuss this 
year’s conference and the issue of 
diversity and inclusion on campus. 

On April 10, the Staff Senate is 
releasing “The Diversity and Cli-
mate Survey” for students, faculty 
and staff to help determine the uni-
versity’s next step regarding diversity 
and inclusion initiatives on campus.

In your own words, can you ex-
plain what the Staff Senate does?

The Staff Senate is an entity that 
was started by Dr. Eugene Trani. 
He thought there was a need to en-
sure that staff voices and concerns 
were being heard. Today, what we 
do is advocate for staff issues and 
concerns. Our vision for the staff is 
that we are an empowered, advanc-
ing workforce. 

What are your main responsi-
bilities and goals as Staff Sen-
ate President?

I feel like it’s twofold. Abso-
lutely it’s to make sure that the 
vision of the Staff Senators are ad-
dressed, but also that we are in line 
with the vision for the university in 
our quest for distinction to become 
a premier, urban research univer-
sity … That’s one goal. However, 
I also want to make sure that we’re 

ensuring that the staff ’s voices are 
being heard and that the staff is 
engaged. If you don’t have people 
who are engaged, you don’t have 
people who care. That’s the most 
important piece of it.  

When you say you want to 
ensure that the staff’s voice is 
heard, who exactly are you hop-
ing that it’s heard by?

The administration and senior 
leadership.

Are there examples of what 
you mean by saying that staff’s 
voices “need to be heard”?

This is a perfect transition! 
Professional development is re-
ally important to (the Staff Sen-
ate), and that’s what started the 
annual Professional Development 
Conference three years ago. Da-
vid Hanson is the vice president of 
Finance and Administration and 
Catherine Birch was the president 
of Staff Senate, and together they 
really created this event. It had a 
lot of support.

What specifically was discussed 
at the conference? What events 
led to diversity and inclusion 
being this year’s topic of discus-
sion?

Diversity and inclusion is not 
VCU-specific. It’s not student-spe-
cific, and it’s not faculty-specific. 
It is overarching and encompasses 
everyone. The gap that I saw is that 
people talk about diversity, and 
they say how it’s important, but in 
the real world, how does that af-
fect people in their everyday life? 
A lot of people couldn’t answer that 
question.

So we started very basic. First 
off we asked, what is diversity? It’s 
not just black and white; it’s much 
deeper than that. And then we 
talked about how it affects every-
one everyday. One of the interest-
ing things that were discussed was 
“unconscious bias” and whether we 
really understand how diversity af-
fects us in ways that we’re not even 
aware of.

 I also serve on the Council for 

Inclusive Excellence and Equity... 
Around the table there are faculty, 
staff and students. I’ll hear stu-
dents say that they hear us doing all 
these things to improve diversity on 
campus, but in reality, no one really 
knows what’s happening.

So that’s exactly why we reached 
out the (The Commonwealth 
Times): to ensure that students re-
alize that not only does the admin-
istration hear what you’re saying 
and what’s important to students, 
but we also care and it’s important 
to us. 

Is opening a line of communica-

tion between students and the 
university the Staff Senate’s 
goal through this conference?

More so an awareness. That’s 
what we’re hoping for. We hear 
what is being said and what seems 
to be important, and we care. We 
really care.

Who are the people on cam-
pus that students could go to 
regarding concerns on diversity 
and inclusion?

There’s the Division of Diversity 
and Inclusion with Wanda Mitch-
ell. We have an entire department 
that addresses these issues. There’s 

also Chuck Klink, the interim vice 
provost for student affairs. He’s a 
great person to go to.

 
What would you say is the Staff 
Senate’s next step regarding 
this topic?

 We put out a newsletter every 
month to folks that have attended 
the conference and we’re making 
diversity and inclusion a topic in 
the newsletter to make sure people 
are still thinking about it. We’re 
also talking about scheduling open 
conversations to have a space with 
people to talk. Let’s say in the 
newsletter we discuss a specific 

thing on diversity and inclusion. 
It’s great to read it, but to have a 
conversation about it may be more 
impactful and will get to the issues 
and help us gain new perspectives, 
because that’s what diversity is all 
about: differing perspectives.

 
Is there anything else you’d like 
to add?

 There’s people (on campus) that 
care. That’s really important.

Q&A with Staff Senate President Sania Marcoccia

Sania Marcoccia is the fiscal technician of the Provost’s Office, a member of the Council for Inclusive Excellence and Equity and  
the President of the VCU Staff Senate.
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As I sit in The Commonwealth 
Times' third-to-last print produc-
tion of the semester, I can't help 
but think back to the week before 
school started in August when 
veteran-designer Anya Scherba-
kova and I spent a whirlwind five 
days inside the VCU Student Media 
Center working on the first issue 
of the paper — sweating, typing, 
designing, reorienting, cursing and 
napping inside the office as the 
two of us tried desperately to com-
pensate for a staff still scattered 
across the country for summer 
break.

Today, I think about the nine pro-
fessional awards this organization 
brought home from the Virginia 
Press Association annual awards 
reception and the five collegiate 
categories we placed in for the 
Society of Professional Journalists 
Region 2 Mark of Excellence lun-
cheon this weekend; I think about 
how far we have come as a unit 
in the last eight months and how 
this weekend's awards don't even 
begin to enumerate the accom-
plishments of this staff.

To my staff:

Each of you know how difficult 
this year has been for me — and I 
can't thank you enough for continu-
ally giving me purpose to get up 
each morning.

Thank you for your unwavering 
support as I grappled with over-
coming the aftermath of losing 
someone I love to addiction and 
then the federal prison system, 
coping with two evictions, appear-
ances in state and federal court 
and learning to embrace failure by 
way of an incredibly trying aca-
demic year.

I can't properly convey how 
much it means to have all of you 
stand beside and grow with me 
through these last months.

Thank you for taking this work 
seriously and cultivating what Greg 
said Saturday night is the strongest 
team he can recall working for this 
publication. We are the smallest 
collegiate staff in the state for a pa-
per of our circulation and reputation 
and I am goddamn proud of each 
and every one of you.

It has been an honor to learn, 
laugh, cry, argue (sometimes with 
choice vocabulary) and rap to Ken-
drick and Kanye with you. I can not 
think of a better group of people 
to spend every sweaty, sleepless 
weekend with inside the produc-
tion room.

Thank you for your percipience, 
grit and dedication to what we do 
— we showed out yesterday (as 
we do every day).

—Sarah King, Executive Editor

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

The Society of Professional 
Journalists (Region 2) Mark of 
Excellence awards recognized:
GARETH BENTALL, CT staff illustrator 
First place — Editorial Cartooning

SHANNON WRIGHT, CT illustrations editor 
ANNETTE ALLEN, contributing illustrator 
Finalists — Editorial Cartooning

FADEL ALLASSAN, CT news editor 
Finalist — Feature Writing

AUDRY DUBON, former CT photo editor
First place — Best Sports Photo

THE CT STAFF
Finalist — Editorial Writing

Congratulations to our peers who 
were also SPJ Mark of Excellence 
award recipients:
INK Magazine 
Finalist — Best Student Magazine

VCU Robertson School
TRAVIS ELLISON, alum (class of 2015) 
First place — Feature Photography

VCU InSight students
ALYSSA SIMS, NICHELLE PEARSON, STEFANI ZENTENO 
and ALONZO SMALL 
First place — Best All-Around TV Newscast

VCU Capital News Service students
BENJAMIN MAY, SEAN KORSGAARD, JANEAL DOWNS 
and MICHAEL MELKONIAN 
Finalists — Breaking News Reporting

JANEAL DOWNS and CAMERON VIGLIANO 
Finalists — Online In-Depth Reporting

MICHAEL MELKONIAN 
Finalist — Breaking News Photography and  
Radio News Reporting

The CT Virginia Press Association 
2015 award recognitions include:
CRAIG ZIRPOLO, contributing photographer  
First place — Breaking News Photo

FADEL ALLASSAN, news editor
First place — Breaking News Writing

SHANNON WRIGHT
First place — Illustration

GRAPHIC DESIGN STAFF
Second place — Lifestyle Pages and Editorial Pages

JUSTIN TRAN (contributing illustrator), 
SHANNON WRIGHT (illustrations editor),
MIRANDA LEUNG (graphic designer) and
SARAH KING (executive editor)
Second place — Front Page Design and Art-Direction

JULIE TRIPP, staff photographer 
Second place, Personality or Portrait Photo

BRYANT DRAYTON and ALONZO SMALL, sports editors 
Third place, Excellence of Sports Pages

SARAH KING, executive editor
Third place, Public Safety Writing Portfolio

Notable CT, Robertson School 
alumni accomplishments include:
VCU Robertson School 
Class of 2013
RYAN MURPHY, CT news editor emeritus 
Virginia’s Best Young Journalist

Class of 2014
MARK ROBINSON, CT executive editor emeritus 
Specialty Writing Best in Show
for Richmond Magazine with co-worker Tina Griego
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sports Stat of the Week ...
VCU baseball’s win over U.Va. 
marked the first time the Rams 
defeated the Hoos since 2003.

Rams roll past
defending champs

VCU senior James Bun has produced a 2.44 batting average with 12 runs batted in 24 games as the Rams leadoff batter. 

to score the game’s first run. 
Another bunt by the Cavaliers 

resulted in a bang-bang play at 
the plate and second out of the 
inning. A ground ball back to 
the pitcher ended the frame with 
minimal damage and a 1-0 U.Va. 
lead.

The Rams came back to tie 
things up in the bottom of the 
third. Junior outfielder Logan 
Farrar bunted for a base hit and 
advanced to second on a throwing 
error by Lynch. 

Senior second baseman Cooper 
Mickelson hit a chopper through 
the six-hole with two men down 
to score his center fielder. 

The Rams loaded the bases, 
but Lynch worked out of the jam 
by getting junior infielder Dar-
ian Carpenter to fly out on a 3-2 
count.

Lynch and Ebersole both al-
lowed runners to reach scoring 
position in the fourth, but defen-
sive plays by Davis and the Cava-
liers’ second baseman got them 
through the inning unscathed. 

The Rams’ took the lead in the 
bottom of the fifth during another 
rally fueled by Fararr. 

The junior speedster singled 
into the right-field gap and used 
his elite pace to take second base 
on the play with no outs in the 
frame. Mickelson bunted him 
over to third, and Kerrigan scored 
him with an infield single and 
tight play at the plate.

VCU kept the rally rolling in 
the fifth. Acker reached to set the 
stage for Carpenter — runners on 
first and second, one man down.

The Rams’ designated hit-
ter belted a deep drive into the 
Richmond night and over the left 
field fence, giving VCU a four run 

lead over the defending national 
champions and breaking the ball-
game open.

Lynch gave way to his bull-
pen after the Carpenter home 
run, and finished with five runs 
allowed in four and two-thirds 
innings of work.

Tanner Winters relieved Eber-
sole on the mound in the sixth to 
cap off an impressive start for the 
sophomore right-hander. Virginia 
put runners on first and third, but 
Winters got three huge outs in re-
lief to send his Rams back to the 
dugout with their lead intact.

VCU would extend their lead 
in the bottom of the sixth. Fresh-
man third baseman Zac Ching 
singled to open the frame and 
would later come around to score 
on a balk. Mickelson found him-
self up with runners on yet again, 
and delivered an RBI single to 
bring in Fararr.

The Cavaliers got two runs 
back off of Winters in the top of 
the seventh on a two-run homer 
down the right field line by Adam 
Haseley to make the score 7-3.  

Junior righty Luke Crabb 
relieved Winters in the eighth in-
ning. After a strikeout to open the 
inning, a single and a walk put 
two runners on for the Cavaliers 
with one man out in the top of the 
inning. Crabb bared down, struck 
a man out and forced a flyout to 
Kerrigan to end the inning and 
keep the lead at four.

Junior lefty Matt Jamer came 
in for Crabb to close the deal 
in the ninth. The Cavaliers got 
two runs in the frame on a walk, 
single, RBI double and RBI 
groundout, but Jamer got the job 
done in the end and the Rams 
came away with a huge victory 
over their in-state rivals.

—continued from page 1
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The Rams are 20-12 on the season with 13 wins and four losses at the Diamond.  
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ZACH JOACHIM
Contributing Writer

The ball was inbounded with TBS commen-
tator Jim Nance telling the actions of the wan-
ing moments of the NCAA basketball national 
championship, with palpable anticipation in his 
voice.

Villanova University defeated University of 
North Carolina by a final of 77-74 this past Mon-
day evening to win its first NCAA Championship 
in 30 years.

However, to reduce the beautiful display of 
athletic competition that we were all treated to on 
the night of April 4, to only schools and a score 
seems an insult to its purity. 

What we saw that night was sports at its finest 
— a centennial moment, frozen in time, immor-
talized. 

UNC guard Marcus Paige punctuated a furi-
ous TarHeel comeback from 10 points down with 
a ridiculous double-clutch three pointer to tie the 
game, but 4.7 seconds remained on the clock for 
the Wildcats to work with. 

Looking on as the game grew tenser with 
every second, I told my buddy from UNC, “You 
will tell your grandkids about that shot if you 
guys hold on.” 

In retrospect, that comment probably made the 
ordeal even worse for her. Everyone will tell their 
grandkids about what happened next, unless of 
course, you go to UNC. 

“Villanova is trying to go the length of the 
floor with Arcidiacono,” Nantz said. “Three sec-
onds at mid-court.”

“Watch out for Jenkins,” screamed fellow com-
mentator Grant Hill. 

Nova senior guard Ryan Arcidiacono dribbled 
into two UNC defenders, clearing space for his 
trailing teammate and knock-down shooter Kris 
Jenkins. 

The TarHeels Kennedy Meeks tried to pick up 
his man just beyond the three point line at the 
top of the key, but bumped into a teammate and 
was late in contesting the shot. 

“He gives it to Jenkins. For the Champion-
ship.”

Butter. 
“One-two step, shoot ’em up, sleep in the 

streets,” Jenkins said in the post-game press 
conference.

For the first time since Jim Valvano and North 
Carolina State University’s legendary ‘survive and 
advance’ run in 1983, college basketball’s national 
champion was decided in the most dramatic 
fashion possible.

Hyperbole is a natural reaction to a moment 
like Kris Jenkins game-winner and after the 
game, many pundits threw around an acronym 

that has become commonplace in the sports 
world: 

GOAT, or for the old-timers out there, 
“Greatest of All Time.”

When Gordon Hayward’s half-court heave hit 
the backboard and kissed the front rim in 2010, 
his Butler Bulldogs fell just short of defeating 
the Duke Blue Devils and capping off a historic 
Cinderella run. 

Afterwards, a similar conversation permeated 
the sports world about what could have been. 

Unless you’re a member of the Cameron 
Crazies, we all wanted that shot to go in. We all 
wanted the bank to be open that day because of 
the implications. 

An objective observer always hopes for great-
ness, with no mind for the ecstasy and agony 
experienced by the participants. 

We all yearn for great moments that leave us 
with stories to tell. For us mortals, Kris Jenkins 
and Gordon Hayward are more idealistic repre-
sentations than tangible memories. 

They are fleeting images we will recall to later 
generations, much more for our own sake than 
our listeners. 

My dad never shuts up about watching John 
Elway’s “The Drive,” or Michael Johnson’s 1996 
Olympic performance. These moments mean 
more to him than any current sporting event ever 
could.

But I listen; I smile and nod appreciatively 
time and time again, because I understand. 

Moments that define one’s generation become 
synonymous with one’s identity. We cling to these 
experiences; we absorb them, until they become a 
part of us. 

The greatest of all time? No, let’s not go there. 
In doing so, we step on the toes of past genera-
tions. 

When we’re in our later years, we won’t want 
to hear about another age’s sports heroes or mo-
ments. We will bask in the glorious memories 
of our own, with a polite arrogance towards any 
argument against their its immortality. 

When those moments live on, it feels like a 
small part of us does the same. Kris Jenkins’ shot 
will stand the test of time and continue on well 
past our own lifetime duration, comforting in a 
sense, as if one can steal a seat on the same train. 

So we’ll tell our grandkids. They will smile 
and nod, not truly understanding the magnitude 
of our obsession, and that’s OK, so long as they 
don’t try and diminish it.

Well, all of us except our UNC friends. But 
they can deal; they’ll probably be back to the 
Final Four before most of us graduate.           

Zach is a sports and literature advocate 
who is always reading, writing or 

watching his beloved Red Sox. 

joachimzs@vcu.edu 
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MALINKA WALTERS
Contributing Writer

Baseball struggled to get mo-
mentum going this weekend in their 
series against the Rams of Rhode 
Island University at Bill Feck Field. 

The Rams competed in a 
three-game series against the 
URI Rams, but couldn’t get going 
offensively during the “Battle of 
the Rams opener,” ultimately con-
cluding the game with a 5-1 loss.  

URI got things started in the 
bottom of the first inning, when 
Martin Figueroa doubled two 
batters in, followed by a single by 
Jordan Powell to give URI a 1-0 
lead. 

A home run from Mike Corin 
in the bottom of the second in-
ning gave the home team a 2-0 
advantage. 

At the bottom of the third 
inning, Rhode Island hit a two 
RBI single to centerfield raising 
the score  to 4-0. At the top of 
the fifth inning, senior catcher 
Walker Haymaker hit a home-
run giving VCU its only run on 
the scoreboard. However, URI  
responded with another run due 
to a passed ball giving them favor 
of a 5-1 score to last the rest of 
the game. 

Despite Haymaker’s home run 
and 1-3 batting, junior infielder 
Matt Davis led the offense for 
VCU going 2-4 at the plate with 
two singles. Senior outfielder 

James Bunn and junior outfielder 
Logan Farrar both collected a hit, 
finishing as the only other VCU 
Ram to bat in the starting lineup. 

VCU starting sophomore 
pitcher Sean Thompson collected 
his first loss of the season, going 
six innings and gave up nine hits 
and let in four earned runs.

VCU’s results weren’t any better 
than the day before in the second se-
ries game when the offense couldn’t 
make a change past the third inning. 
VCU dropped the game 7-3.

During the first inning, VCU 
gained the lead with a skied fly ball 
hit to right field by junior Darian 
Carpenter with two outs. As the ball 
fell out of URI’s Mike Foley’s glove, 
VCU was able to put the first run on 
the board. 

Rhode Island was able to equal 
the score in the bottom of the first, 
after a VCU error with two outs 
extended the inning and allowed 
senior outfielder Ryan Olmo to drive 
in a run with an RBI single. VCU 
retaliated with Bunn and Davis each 
hitting a RBI single in the top of the 
second giving the black and gold a 
3-1 lead. 

The Rhodies scored another run 
in the bottom of the fourth and the 
fifth with a fielder’s choice off the bat 
and a groundout.

At the bottom of the seventh, 
URI scored  another run due to a 
squeeze bunt that left VCU trailing 
7-3. 

VCU managed to get a lead off 

runner at the top of the ninth, but 
was quickly eliminated on a tough 
read line drive that was caught by the 
pitcher, shutting down any momen-
tum VCU had going into the ninth.  

Starting junior pitcher Brooks 
Vial took his third loss of the season, 
giving up eight hits and five earned 
runs in seven innings of play.

VCU was able to salvage some 
jubilation for the bus ride home after 
an unsuccessful weekend. VCU 
turned the tables on Rhode Island 
and defeated their opponents 7-3.

URI managed to tie up the 
game at the bottom of the eighth 
due to a walked in run with only 
one out during the inning. While 
VCU came up empty in the top of 
the ninth, URI threatened in the 
bottom of the inning. With two outs 
and runners on first and second, 
Bunn made a phenomenal diving 
catch to make the third out and send 
the game into extras.

Bunn stepped up to the plate in 
the top of the tenth with the bases 
loaded. He took the first pitch in the 
shoulder to force in a run and give 
VCU the 4-3 lead. Ching followed 
in the rotation, hitting a triple to 
the right field corner, clearing the 
bases and pushed VCU to their 
only win of the weekend, 7-3 vic-
tory.

The VCU Rams are now 20-12 
and return to the Diamond on 
Tuesday to face Norfolk State Uni-
versity at 6:30 p.m.

GAME 1 

GAME 2 GAME 3

VCU falls short in battle of the Rams
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NANCY GABALDON
Contributing Writer

Both men’s and women’s tennis are near-
ing the end of the season in preparation for 
the Atlantic 10 Tournament, which begins 
April 14 for the men at the Boar’s Head Inn 
in Charlottesville and April 22 for the women 
in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The men’s team ended its season with a 4-1 
win against the College of William and Mary 
last Wednesday. Freshman Vitor Lima and 
junior Daryl Monfils got the early lead in a 
doubles win. Graduate student and No. 1 seed 
Michal Voscek led the team with a nail biting 
match against W&M. 

Voscek closed his last VCU home match 
with a 6-4, 7-5 win. Voscek has performed 
well for the Rams for the past four years and 
is in his final season at VCU.

The men’s team expected to play its last 
match on April 9 against the University 
of North Carolina at Wilmington, but the 
competition was cancelled due to inclement 
weather and will not be rescheduled. 

Injuries have caught up with the Rams 
just prior to the A-10 tournament. Fresh-
men Arvid Noren is going into the A-10 with 
an injured groin. Noren played Wednesday 
against William and Mary, but whether he 
will play during the tournament is ultimately 
head coach Paul Kostin’s decision. Kostin has 
yet to report on Noren’s health going into the 
A-10.

Last Friday the women’s team played 
against crosstown rival University of Rich-
mond. Senior Olga Barshcheuskaya main-
tained her reign as No. 1 6-4, 6-0 win during 
her final home match at VCU. 

Freshman and No. 2 seed Ana Rasmus-

sen defeated U of R with a dominant 6-1, 
6-1 win. Sophomore Dasha Berezhnaya lost 
in a tough match where she won the second 
set 6-3, but ultimately lost in the third set 
tiebreaker 13-11. 

Many were surprised when tennis player 
Sam Groth showed up to watch the match. 
The Australian player holds the record for 
world’s fastest tennis serve at 163 miles per 
hour.

Another highlight of the match took place 
when students from the Mary and Frances 
Club Youth Center showed up to support the 
players. The women’s tennis team thanked the 
kids for their showing and gave snacks and 
t-shirts.

The women have three matches left against 
Winthrop University, Norfolk State and 
James Madison University. They have won the 
A-10 Tournament the past three years.

Men’s tennis defeated W&M by a score of 4-1 on April 6. VCU will compete in the A-10 Tournament April 14-17. 

Tennis defeats W&M before A-10 tournament

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

The assistant coaches for 
women’s lacrosse took the helm 
during the team’s road matchup 
against St. Bonaventure on April 
10, as head coach Jen O’Brien is 
on maternity leave. 

The girls defeated the Bonnies, 
18-11.

O’Brien said she was thrilled 
with her three assistant coaches 
and said they did an amazing job 
leading the group for the first 
Atlantic 10 win in school history. 

Freshman midfielder Sofia 
Emond scored a career high of 
five goals against the Bonnies, 
including three unanswered goals 
to close the first half.

“We came together as one 
today,” Emond said. “We decided 
we would not be satisfied with 
another loss in conference play 
and we went after it full throttle. 
I could not be more proud of my 
team.” 

The Bonnies got a strong start, 
scoring five goals in the first five 
minutes to gain the lead 5-2.

Emond retaliated with her 
second goal and assisted freshman 
midfielder Blaire Langeler to pull 
the Rams within one at 5-4.

Emond connected on her 
third goal of the day with under 
four minutes to play in the first 
half to pad the VCU lead, and 
scored two more with less than 30 
seconds on the clock to extend the 
Rams’ lead to 10-6 at halftime.

Redshirt-freshmen midfielder 
Sky Hyatt and attack Chloe Mu-
jwit opened the second half with 
goals that pushed VCU’s lead to 
12-6. Mujwit added her third goal 
minutes later, making it 13-7.

The closest the Bonnies could 
come to the Rams the rest of the 
match was 14-9.

Freshman midfielder Mack-
enzie Galli added a point to the 
board and Hyatt capped off the 
victory with her 29th career goal.

“We made history today,” said 

assistant coach Tara Coyle. “We 
are so proud of our team, win-
ning our first ever A-10 game. 
We really want them to enjoy this 
moment.”

Freshman goalkeeper Ria 
Peralta made five saves against the 
Bonnies.

Prior to the historical win, 
VCU experienced its second con-
ference loss last Friday, dropping 
a close road match to Duquesne 
University 12-10.

The Dukes got on the board 
first at the 28 minute mark, but 
freshman midfielder Clare Mur-
phy responded for VCU with a 
free position shot.

Duquesne tacked on an-
other goal to retake the lead, but 
the Rams answered with four 
consecutive scores from fresh-
man attack Molly Barcikowski, 
senior defender Bonnie Corrigan, 
Emond and Murphy to gain an 
early 5-2 advantage. Corrigan’s 
score was her first in the black and 
gold uniform. 

After another Dukes goal, 
Murphy made it a 6-3 contest 
with her third score of the half, 
giving her a hat trick before inter-
mission — her third of the season.

Duquesne battled back to 
make it a one-goal game before 
Hyatt added another before the 
half to even the score at 8-8.

Two goals by Duquesne to 
open the second frame gave 
Duquesne its largest advantage 
at 12-10 before VCU knotted 
the game at 10 apiece midway 
through the second half.

Murphy found the net three 
times for her first collegiate hat 
trick and also won two draw 
controls.

“My first career hat trick was 
pretty exciting, but with us, it is 
always a team goal, no matter 
who scores it,” Murphy said. “Our 
team offense set me up perfectly 
every time.” 

VCU remains on the road this 
week, traveling to Davidson for a 
Friday night matchup. 

Women’s lax records
first A-10 victory
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Logic delivers ‘incredible’ set at the National
MUKTARU JALLOH
Staff Writer 

Maryland-born MC Logic brought “The 
Incredible World Tour” to a sold-out crowd 
at the National, one of Richmond’s premier 
concert venues on April 2.

Richmond was the second-to-last stop on 
the tour promoting Logic’s latest album “The 
Incredible True Story,” which he released in 
November 2015.

Logic has released two critically ac-
claimed albums with his debut, “Under Pres-
sure,” which he released in 2014 under Def 
Jam and the Visionary Music Group imprint.

“The Incredible True Story” debuted No. 
3 on the charts and has sold nearly 200,000 
copies since.

The album details a sci-fi motion picture 
storyline where Logic travels into the future 
to a new world. The album has been well re-
ceived by critics and his fans alike.

Lines for the show at the National began 
as early as 9 a.m., with fans waiting patiently 
in hopes at gaining front row access.

Logic is known to have a cult-like follow-

ing of dedicated supporters, including Alex 
Valdez. 

Valdez, who was one of the first in line, 
said he has attended several tour stops in-
cluding shows in North Carolina and San 
Francisco.

Valdez said he had plans to see Logic 
before the show in a meet-and-greet, and 
brought a brand new Playstation 4 control-
ler with him to give the rapper, who’s an 
avid gamer.

When doors opened at 8 p.m., fans charged 
for the merchandise tables. The tour’s opener, 
Las Vegas rapper Dizzy Wright, promptly 
gave a performance featuring a medley of 
songs including ones off his latest album 
“Wisdom and Good Vibes.” 

After Wright’s set, Logic’s tour DJ took 
to the stage to hype up the crowd for “Young 
Sinatra” (one of Logic’s many monikers). A 
wizard on the turntables, DJ Rhetorik mixed 
old and new Logic records and also played 
some of the hottest songs in hip-hop. 

Rhetorik, a Virginia native, recounted 
fond memories of DJing several parties at 
VCU. He also spoke of the times he would 
sleep on friends’ couches in Richmond dur-

ing his journey to become a distinguished DJ. 
A little after 9:30 p.m., the LED stage 

board displayed a countdown with an anima-
tion of someone’s journey through space. 

At its conclusion, Logic, sporting a space 
suit, ran out on stage to his song “Fade Away.” 
In addition to the suit the stage featured a 
wall displaying various graphics, images and 
video of space and animated shows. 

“Richmond, I’m so happy to be here to-
night. I represent one thing and one thing 
only: Peace, love and positivity,” Logic told 
the crowd. 

Speaking to the show’s positive atmo-
sphere, Logic repeatedly asked the crowd 
if they were okay throughout the night and 
urged them to take care of their fellow fans 
around them. He also took time to engage 
with several fans in the crowd. 

After seeing one fan holding a Rubik’s 
cube, Logic extended his hand and took the 
puzzle, solving it behind his back while free-
styling. He also recognized two fans who 
were celebrating their birthdays at the show 
and directed the crowd to sing to them. 

After a brief intermission, Logic ap-
peared on stage without the space suit and 

performed some of his older works such as 
“5AM” and “I’m Gone.”

Logic has said he’s inspired by the tech-
niques of legendary rappers such as pre-
“Reasonable Doubt”-JAY Z, Eminem and 
Busta Rhymes, and the up-and-comer is 
known for his fast-paced, multiple syllable 
rhymes.

Before concluding his headlining set with 
fan-favorite “Never Been,” Logic spoke di-
rectly with the crowd about pursuing their 
dreams and realizing their talents. 

“I just wanna tell you, you can do anything 
you wanna do as long as you say ‘I’m gonna 
do it,’” Logic told the crowd. “I wasn’t always 
a rapper. I was on welfare, food stamps and in 
poverty but I did it. So can you.”

After walking off the stage, the crowd 
chanted his name and called for an encore.

Logic obliged and ended the night with 
“City of Stars,” asking the crowd to light up 
the room with their phone flashlights and 
lighters.

The international leg of the tour begins 
Tuesday, April 19 in London, England.

Logic filled the National during his “Incredible World Tour” for his latest album, “The Incredible True Story,” which sold nearly 200,000 copies.

BABYMETAL
JOSHUA BUCK
Contributing Writer

This week’s album is the 
epitome of a “Wait! Just give it a 
chance!” project. 

Babymetal is a Japanese idol 
pop group comprised of three 
teenage girls who also happen to 
be backed by a legitimate heavy 
metal band, and then, just for 
fun, throw in some highly cho-
reographed dance routines and 
a little bit of electronica. 

On “Metal Resistance,” 
Babymetal’s second studio al-
bum, the trio found a way to 
fuse all of these elements into 
a cohesive, caffeinated, highly-
addicting whole. 

Album opener “Road of Re-
sistance” features members of 
DragonForce, pulling off the 
kind of nightmare fretwork that 
had Guitar Hero players break-
ing controllers on “Through The 
Fire and Flames” a decade ago. 

Babymetal lead single “Ka-
rate” is a solid intro to the band. 
Its whirling, headbangy guitars 
back a pair of chants/verses and 
a crazy-infectious chorus. 

But the album truly soars in 
the many showstopping mo-
ments where it sends its high-
concept into the stratosphere. 

“Awadama Fever” pulses with 
a skittish electronic track and 
lyrics that translate into a tale of 
time traveling via mint flavored 
chewing gum. “Meta Taro” con-
cludes with an anthemic, min-
ute-long march, while “Tales of 
the Destinies” features an old-
time saloon piano interlude. 

The band’s demonic-slum-
ber-party vibe might be best 
summed up by the brilliant 
“GJ!” The track takes an ear 
worm hook, adds some guttural 
screams of “Die!” and mixes in 
a bit of light rapping, because 
why not? 

This is a truly bonkers album 
and I can’t recommend it highly 
enough. Oh, and their music 
videos are twice as crazy. 

SOUNDS LIKE:

?!?!?!?!?!?!

PERFECT FOR:

 When you absolutely 
have to be the biggest 

music hipster in the room

Ram Reverb: 

 SAMUEL GOODRICH
Contributing Writer

One of Richmond’s oldest fes-
tivals celebrated its 23rd year of 
screening movies from a diverse 
range of artists over the weekend.

The James River Film Festival 
highlighted local talent, collabora-
tions between critically-acclaimed 
artists and tributes to musicians 
and culture that were warmly re-
ceived by the attendees.

Starting last Thursday, more 
than 10 films and shorts were 
screened at the Byrd Theatre, Gal-
lery 5, the Visual Arts Center and 
the Virginia Museum of Fine Art, 
with many of the filmmakers show-
casing their projects in person. 

On Friday, director Jennifer 
Reeves bought three of her silent 
experimental art films, “Land-
fill 16,” “He Walked Away” and 
“Shadows Choose Their Horrors,” 
which were accompanied with mu-
sic from world renowned guitarist 
Marc Ribot.

“Marc Ribot is a genius compos-
er and performer,” Reeves said. “He 
sparks long-cemented films alive in 
an unpredictable and powerful way.”

Composing abstract imagery 
and miniscule narrative, Reeves’ 
films are more like art-experience 
pieces than traditional movies, 
where Reeves uses the film cellu-
loid (which is the actual roll of film 
that’s projected on screen) as a can-
vas. Much of the imagery was com-

posed through painting, bleaching 
and scratching the film — and in 
some instances burying the entire 
roll in soil.

“(Ribot) is bringing out all of 
these different textures with his 
music, and I’m bringing out dif-
ferent textures with the uses of 
chemicals and playing with black 
and white,” Reeves said.

You can’t get 
into filmmaking 
if giving up 
is a remote 

possibility. I would have 
rather died than have 
stopped making this 
movie.

— JOHN HYEN

Ribot and Reeves have teamed 
up only twice before, with screen-
ings in New York City and Detroit. 

While this was Reeves’ first time 
in Richmond, Ribot is not new to 
performing in the city, having pro-
vided the soundtrack to Charlie 
Chaplin’s “The Kid” during a De-
cember 2015 screening. 

“I am eager to hear his per-
formance with my films again,” 
Reeves said. “Each of his perfor-
mances is unique and brings out 
different areas of pathos and beauty 
in the films.”

On Saturday, local director JJ 

McMoon presented his film “Run,” 
which he shot in Richmond and 
features mostly local actors. The 
project became a guerrilla action 
film revolving around a woman 
running to stay alive.

“I figured that if we’re going to 
do this in Richmond, it should go 
through my favorite spots in Rich-
mond,” McMoon said. “But we 
couldn’t block off any streets so I 
had to plan the route and find com-
pelling reasons for her to go this 
way instead of that way.”

McMoon was the only camera-
man on set, and lead actress Re-
becca Turner had to run 120 miles 
during the nine-day shoot. While 
production was difficult, McMoon 
said he was adamant about not only 
finishing the film, but doing the 
film “right.”

“You can’t get into filmmaking 
if giving up is a remote possibility,” 
McMoon said. “I would have rath-
er died than have stopped making 
this movie.”

The festival wrapped up on Sun-
day with two tributes to rock mu-
sic with a special showing of one 
of David Bowie’s first screen per-
formances, “The Man Who Fell 
To Earth,” and a 30th anniversary 
showing of the cult classic short 
documentary “Heavy Metal Park-
ing Lot.”

“Heavy Metal Parking Lot” 
captures a time in American cul-
ture where the youth were obsessed 
with this loud and bold sound, and 
was shot in the parking lot waiting 

James River Film Festival puts 
Richmond on the silver screen

The VCU-owned Grace Street Theatre hosted several screenings during the festival.
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On this day ...
in 1970, the Apollo 13 mission successfully 
launches from Cape Carneval, Florida.

in line for a Judas Priest concert in 
the mid-’80s.

“The audiences have always been 
really entertained by it (Heavy 
Metal Parking Lot) for 30 years,” 
said John Hyen, one of the film’s di-
rectors. “But as it ages, it’s become 

more of a time capsule showing a 
long gone era of American music 
and youth.”

Accompanied by outtakes, a 
revisiting of the film’s subjects in 
“Heavy Metal Parking Lot Alum-
ni,” a preview of the director’s’ next 

film “Lez Zeppelin Played Here” 
and a reading for an autobiography 
by one of the film’s subjects, this 
anniversary screening became an 
all-encompassing review of a cul-
tural snapshot.

I just wanna tell 
you, you can do 
anything you 
wanna do as 

long as you say ‘I’m gonna 
do it.’ I wasn’t always a 
rapper. I was on welfare, 
food stamps and poverty 
but I did it. So can you.

— LOGIC
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designs openly through their 
newly-created Facebook group 
“Murals for Bernie.”

The mural on the side of the 
building pays homage to the punk 
metal band the Circle Jerks, uti-
lizing the same style of the image 
and the accompanying “Feel the 
Bern” slogan.

Photographer/videographers 
Patricia Tscharsky and Kyle Burns 
were tasked with making the video 
showcasing the design and how to 
project it.

“I’m really excited to produce 
this because I’m a Bernie Sanders 
supporter,” Tscharsky said. “How-
ever big or however small this turns 
out to be I’m excited to be a part 
of it.”

For the 25-year-old Burns, he 
said this is one of the first times he’s 
been involved in a grassroots cam-
paign for a presidential candidate.

“I usually don’t, on this level, get 
involved with politics,” Burns said. 
“I’m pretty interested in politics, 
which is also why I’m fairly disen-
gaged with it.”

Burns, Morrison and Tscharsky 
said Sanders’ messages resonate 

strongly with them, and that’s why 
they were motivated to begin work 
on the project.

Morrison said the building fea-
turing the murals will be renovated 
later this year, so the artwork isn’t a 
permanent fixture, but it will likely 
be up for the next four to five months, 
prefacing the general election.

Broad Street’s new Birdie Sanders
The above mural, created by Hamilton Glass, features the iconic bird that landed on Sanders’ podium during a rally in March.

JESSE ADCOCK
Contributing Writer

“FOOLS,” a pop-up show 
hosted in an Arts District apart-
ment on Broad Street, allowed 
audiences and artists to connect 
on April’s First Friday, which 
fell on April Fools’ Day.

Kass Patselas, a VCUarts stu-
dent who organized the show 
along with David Withers, said 
the duo chose the title “FOOLS” 
because, at some level, they are 
all semi-abstract artists who in-
clude multilayered jokes within 
their art. 

The pop-up shows, which 
take place in DIY spaces around 
the city to avoid the challenges 
of getting work accepted by a 
gallery, are often organized by 
visual artists the same way house 
shows are by bands.

“It’s like a breath of fresh air,” 
Withers said. 

Pop-up shows have a different 
feeling than galleries, Withers 
said. He said the shows are more 
like a community and people are 
more comfortable attending and 
being receptive.

“It’s good to have our work 
seen outside of critique, outside 
of institution,” Withers said.

Withers said at a gallery art-
ists may not even be present with 
their work, or the show could be 
so formal that engaging the art-
ists directly is uncomfortable.

“I dig it,” said VCU student 
Katherine Hullinger. She said 
that because her art is showcased 
in an apartment, she’s relaxed 
and able to engage the artists 
and better appreciate the pieces  
on display. 

Leslie Pyo, a VCUarts stu-
dent whose work was on display, 
said the set-up was very natu-
ral; the artists experiment with 
the placement of their work and 
communicate with each other to 
make the strongest impression.

“The artists are really cool 
people,” said VCU student Ron 
Abangan. “It’s easy to talk about 
their work and how that reflects 
their experiences in life.” 

“FOOLS” featured work 
by VCUarts students Skyler 
Thompson, Nick Lotuaco, Kass 
Patselas, Leslie Pyo, Troy Scul-
ly, David Withers and Brandon 
Hendrick.

JESSE ADCOCK
Contributing Writer

Local electronic artists gath-
ered at the Camel last Tuesday for 
the Richmond Electronic Collec-
tive’s monthly “Beat Cypher One-
Hour Challenge” to flex their cre-
ative muscles. 

During the one-hour challenge, 
artists are provided a pack of sam-
ples at 8 p.m. and tasked with us-
ing at least five, with only an hour 
to create a track using whatever 
equipment they are comfortable 
using.

“There’s no rules. Do whatever 
you want,” said Steve Owen, who 
both participates in and organizes 
the monthly event.  

Owens said the goal of the event 
to bring local artists together and 
cultivate a scene. For many artists, 
he said this is the first time they’re 
able to perform live. Finding cre-
atives who have potential and giv-
ing them a place to root in Rich-
mond is important, Owens said.

“It’s a cool way for everyone 
to show their own unique way of 

sampling,” said Sam Roots, who 
creates as .oldneon and runs the 
visuals for REC Room perfor-
mances. 

The samples are chosen each 
month by a local producer. This 
month featured samples by Jeffer-
son Harris, who produces as BST-
FRND. 

There’s no 
rules. Do 
whatever you 
want.

— STEVE OWEN

“Seeing people working on 
what they’re passionate about, in 
their element, is cool,” said VCU 
student Emily Medina. 

Medina said it’s interesting 
watching the artists’ body lan-
guage as they create. Some are 
visibly expressive, while others sit 
still, zoned and focused, she said.

“It definitely opened my eyes to 
writing different styles of music,” 
said producer Coleman Sweeney. 

He said it was his first time at the 
REC Cypher, and he ended up 
scrapping his final product. 

Next time, Sweeny said he’s go-
ing to adapt his style to the sam-
ples, rather than try to force them 
into his style. 

The REC Room has been held 
monthly at the Camel since early 
2015, and the Beat Cyphers since 
July.

This month marked Ben “Ninja 
Ropes” Isenberg-Rubyan’s third 
REC Cypher, and he said he uses 
its model to help with his produc-
tivity at home. He said he now 
sets a timer for an hour when he’s 
working to create new music, and 
comes back to whittle his concepts 
down later.

“The pressure really brings in-
spiration,” Isenberg-Rubyan said.

After the hour is up, the tracks 
are played for the Camel’s audi-
ence, followed by local electronic 
artists’ sets. 

This month’s REC Room fea-
tured performances from Keep-
Skeamin, WaBEYA, Moss, 
Lopzark and Foreground & 
Neighborhood.

Music mashups in crunchtime

Pop-up shows bring 
students’ work home

Pop-up shows, typically held in apartments, allow for stu-
dents to showcase their work and engage their audience.

Daniel Davis, who performs as an0va, was one of the electronic artists who competed in the 
Camel’s monthly “Beat Cyper One-Hour Challenge.”
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EMILY HIMES
Contributing Columnist

What does student debt and 
the VCU honor code policy have 
in common? Both may cost thou-
sands of dollars, exhibit unfor-
givable circumstances and years 
dealing with the aftermath. For 
first-time offenders with minor 
offenses, the VCU honor policy 
is not only unsympathetic but 
relentless and can cost students 
thousands of dollars in tuition. It 
may pay for VCU to reconsider its 
core policies.

Plagiarism and cheating 
are the most common offenses 
that come through the doors of 
the VCU Office of Honor and 
Integrity. The majority of these 
offenders are freshman who are 
new to the college education 
system and the high expecta-
tions, low tolerance and pricey 
bill that accompany it. Grouped 
among the new young faces was 
myself, who realized very quickly 
that although the VCU Honor 
Council was swift, it was far 
from painless.

32 percent of an assignment 
worth 1.5 percent of my overall 
grade — that was the amount of 
poor paraphrasing that delivered 
me an automatic fail in a class 
within the VCUarts Theatre 
Department. This would cost me 
three credits which are worth 
$365 each. Coupled with the 
supplies and required textbooks 
needed for the course and I’m at 
an additional $1,100 in debt.

The office gives students the 

option to submit a written state-
ment to essentially beg for a less 
severe punishment. I took this 
opportunity to fully illustrate my 
financial situation, my under-
standing of plagiarism and take 
responsibility for my offense. 
It was a humiliating and nerve 
wracking situation that ultimately 
yielded no results, as the council 
denied my appeal faster than I 
was convicted.There was no proof 
that they even read my appeal. 

For a student who is already 
struggling to pay for college, 
that price means a lot more than 
an inconvenient expense. My 
honor infraction meant hours 
spent contacting my bank and my 
grant provider to ensure I could 
budget in the extra debt. It meant 
an incredible amount of stress 
and intense anxiety when faced 
with the question of whether or 
not I would get internships and 
scholarships, with an honor code 
probation on my transcript. 

The most redeeming part of 

the process came from my advisor 
from the Office of Integrity who 
said, “I thought you might have 
paraphrased the entire thing be-
cause the rest was really good and 
I really enjoyed reading it.”

There is a lucky minority of 
students that get the second rec-
ommended punishment: an honor 
code violation and an automatic 
fail on the assignment in ques-
tion. This is a completely reason-
able punishment for first offend-
ers, which bears the weight of 
honor probation in addition to an 
impact in your overall class grade. 

Yet these students who re-
ceive this punishment, are few 
and far between. 

Do incoming freshman truly 
deserve to waste thousands of 
dollars, days of work and a drastic 
GPA drops for minute offenses? 
VCU thinks so. The recommend-
ed punishment for first offenders 
is an automatic fail on the assign-
ment, automatic fail in the class 
and five years of honor probation. 

What is supposed to be a system 
that protects the property of au-
thors and upholds student honesty 
feels almost vengeful in nature 
and vindictive at best.

Creating an adequate honor 
code policy is tricky. Make it too 
strict and professors won’t report 
because of the extreme impact, 
make it too forgiving and every 
single instance will be reported. But 
perhaps there’s a middle ground: 
encourage students not to plagia-
rize, punish students for plagiarism, 
show mercy for first offenders, and 
stay at a university standard. 

Money doesn’t grow on trees 
and time isn’t recyclable. Being 
accused or caught for plagiarism is 
embarrassing enough. The stakes 
are too high for the honor code to 
be this harsh. It’s time to rethink 
recommended policies and ex-
press compassion within the VCU 
Honor system. 

opinion — Sriteja Yedhara

We do not live in that America today. The wars on our streets are 
much different. The wars on our streets are waged by children.“ “

Quote of the week

How much 
integrity does 
VCU Honor 
code show?

A Letter to My Baby Sister

The intersection 
of fashion and 
social activism

—continued from page 1

SRITEJA YEDHARA
Contributing Columnist 

Sis, 

Two weeks ago, I was on the 
Greyhound Bus website trying 
to find a ticket to come home to 
celebrate your birthday. I ended 
up catching a car ride home that 
weekend — we had a great time 
together and I later caught a car 
ride back. 

Exactly one week after the date 
I almost booked a bus to come 
visit you, my chemistry lecture 
was interrupted by news of yet 
another shooting. This time, it 
occured at the Greyhound bus 
station two miles from VCU. I 
took a deep breath, dismissed 
the CNN notification on the 
lock screen of my phone and sat 
through the rest of that lecture. I 
walked home afterward, did some 
homework, watched an episode of 
“Chopped,” made pasta for dinner 
and went to bed. 

Unfortunately, almost every-
one in this country is affected 
just the way I was by that mass 
shooting; which is to say, not at 
all. My life did not change in any 
significant way. I took a minute 

to be scared, to be sad. Then I 
took a minute to forget about it. I 
went along with my life just as I 
would any other day. 

This is the nature of gun vio-
lence in America. It is so common, 
so simple, so easy to comprehend 
that we are immune to it. 

I myself am immune to it — 
except when I think of you. I 
think of how small your body 
is in this great world, and how 
big your life is in mine. I think 
of every teacher you’ve ever had 
who’s thought of putting her body 
between you and a bullet in her 
classroom. I want to think that 
it could never happen to you, but 
that’s what everyone says before it 
happens to them. I wish I could 
take peace in knowing the people 
around you would never turn to 
such violence, but I can’t. That’s 
not how life seems to work. There 
is no race, class or home that is 
exempt from this violence. 

The media wants us to believe 
that crime within the black com-
munity is the fault of black people, 
and this is not true. You must 
never forget that this is not true. 

Black people end up in poor 
communities because they were 
displaced from their own commu-

nities by rent and property value 
increases, gentrification, “white 
flight” and cultural changes. They 
have to move because they can’t 
afford to live there anymore, and 
they don’t feel at home in their 
houses. They don’t choose to 
live in a place where this lack of 
resources creates violence, but this 
is what happens. 

This displacement is at the base 
of gun violence inflicted by black 
people within their communities. 
The media fails to mention that 
this is why gun violence exists. 
They fail to let blame fall where 
it should, because the truth is 
not that easy. The truth does not 
help make you, the poster child of 
America’s “diverse” suburbia, see 
black bodies as violent ones.

When the Second Amend-
ment was written, there was no 
U.S. Military or organized police 
service; the people had no way to 
protect themselves besides owning 
firearms. The founders made sure 
that right to protection was not 
taken from them. 

We do not live in that America 
today. The wars on our streets are 
much different.

The wars on our streets are 
waged by children. 17 and 18 year 

old boys in south-side Chicago 
and downtown Boston who know 
that the only way to get food in 
their stomach and make it home 
at night is to carry a gun. What 
they can’t think about, if they 
want to survive, is whose child 
they’re killing. Their moms wor-
ries just like ours. 

Sis, the reason I write this is 
to tell you I feel betrayed by the 
people who allow this violence to 
continue. I feel betrayed because 
to me, the solution doesn’t seem 
as difficult as they make it out 
to be. I feel betrayed because 
our country is riddled with 
negligence for the lives of those 
who are victims of gun violence, 
and even your innocence is not 
protection enough from that 
violence. I write to you because 
I worry that this disease will 
cripple you. I worry for every big 
sister, for they all have to live in 
the shadow of this fear.  

Love Always,

Teja
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Since then, he’s had two 
more releases and all have 
sold extremely quickly and 
keep growing in popularity 
via social media. 

The collection of f it-
ted hats and recently added 
visors has an array of color 
options with “Melanin” 
etched defiantly on the front 
bringing the hat to life. The 
hats are extremely, for lack of 
a better word, dope – but it 
wasn’t what caught my atten-
tion. The inspirational slogan 
branded on the website, “A 
Culture Built On Distress” 
and a poem written by Taz  
titled About My Melanin.

Taz explained that he 
created the poem to explain 
and address the purpose of 
the hat. He wanted to create 
this product because he kept 
seeing “people down all the 
time… and people ashamed 
of themselves because of all 
of the (racial) issues we see 
in the media. But even if we 
come from a culture of dis-

tress… all the pressure does 
make something great – we’re 
like diamonds” 

What interested me even 
more about Taz’s line was 
just how inclusive the hats 
were. To begin, hats are 
unisex. Also using an acces-
sory, like hats in this case, 
allows people to wear the 
socially-positive message as 
many times as they want in a 
week. It was something Taz 
said was intentionally done 
because afterall: “You can’t 
wear the same shirt over and 
over again, but you can wear 
the same hat over and over.” 

The word ‘melanin’ auto-
matically acknowledges the 
global struggle of people of 
color and is an all encompass-
ing show of solidarity. “I want 

people to know that this isn’t 
just for Black people even 
though some people may think 
it is. This really is for every-
one who has melanin - it’s for 
all minorities. . .also when 
I say minorities I also mean 
the costs. I want my hats to 
represent something bigger, to 
make people feel pride. I can’t 
make the costs super high 
and say I want to be part of a 
movement,” Taz states.

This movement was bred 
out of frustration following 
the ODU #IStandWithMis-
souri protests last fall. Taz 
says it was mainly due to the 
fact that he “kept seeing pro-
tests and people attending just 
to put it on their snapchats 
and afterwards? Nothing.” 

The My Melanin lines 
ultimate goal was to address 
anti-blackness in an everyday 
manner.

When asked at this point 
if he believed that clothing 
plays a role in the politici-
zation of Black and brown 
bodies he replied, “Absolutely, 

yes. We’re criminalized for 
what we wear. I want to create 
something to focus on that 
and do something more than 
just a random protest. That is 
exactly why I created the hats. 
To do something, to start and 
be part of a movement.” 

We can use fashion to 
reframe the question of 
who gets to define identity. 
Whether it’s in the higher-
end markets or in everyday 
streetwear, we can actively 
use our bodies to analyze, 
address and dismantle the 
politicization of clothing for 
Black and brown bodies. And 
with people like Bianca and 
Taz, and a whole genera-
tion of creative millennials, 
we have more resources now 
more than ever to do so.

This movement was bred out of frustration 
following the ODU #IStandWithMissouri 
protests last fall. Taz says it was mainly due 
to the fact that he “kept seeing protests 
and people attending just to put it on their 
snapchats and afterwards? Nothing.”

— SIONA PETEROUS
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Clinton’s corner not right on Black Lives Matter

STAFF EDITORIAL

STAFF

Last week, former U.S. President 
Bill Clinton lost his temper with a 
group of Black Lives Matter protes-
tors while on the campaign trail for 
his wife and current presidential 
hopeful Hillary, supporting her 
hotly divisive comment in 1996 
about gang members in urban areas 
being “superpredators.”

“You are defending the people 
who killed the lives you say mat-
ter,” Bill Clinton said, raising his 
voice above the protestors. “Tell 
the truth. You are defending the 
people who cause young people to 
go out and take guns.”

At the CT, we feel as though 
Black Lives Matter remains one of 
the most misrepresented, contested 
and prolific political movements 
today. BLM faces strong opposition 
by those who claim racial inequali-
ties addressed by the campaign 
aren’t this generation’s fault, they 
don’t persist today or are the respon-
sibility of Black Americans to solve.

In other words, some Americans 
who feel we’ve reached a “post-
racial” society see BLM as unneces-
sary and counterproductive.

Still, though, if Hillary Clinton 
wants to do the right thing, as well 
as secure votes, her campaign needs 
to address the present-day issues 
that perpetuate the suffering of 
people of color and make serious 
strides to correct income inequality, 
systematic racism and an imbal-

anced law enforcement and criminal 
justice system.

While Hillary may rebuke her 
former statements and recant the 
phrase now, she and her husband 
continue to flip-flop on the laws 
enacted under Bill’s administration, 
most notably the Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement 
Act of 1994. This legislation has 
contributed to the disproportionate 
incarceration of Black Americans, 
with a startling one-in-three Black 
men in the U.S. expected to be 
imprisoned in their lifetime.

To give credit where credit is 
due, however, recently Hillary has 
adopted a more sensible stance on 
reforming drug laws, and said, 
“It is really unconscionable that 
someone who uses five grams of 
crack-cocaine, compared to 500 
grams of powder cocaine would face 
such disparate sentencing,” referring 
to the “War on Drugs” pushed by 
Nixon in 1971.

The above comment was made 
during the 2007 Iowa Brown & 
Black Presidential Forum.

Drug laws, with mandatory 
sentencing hugely dependent on the 
type of drugs in possession, have 
devastated communities plagued 
with addiction, primarily amongst 
people of color in inner cities ripe 
with gentrification.

But why the frustration with 
Black Lives Matter?

BLM  has interrupted public ap-
pearances of candidates on each end 

of the political spectrum, going so 
far to say the Congressional Black 
Caucus hasn’t lent enough help to 
the cause. Representatives of BLM 
have toured universities around the 
U.S., including co-founder Opal 
Tometi just last month and scholar 
Cornel West in September at the 
Siegel Center at VCU.

Protesters have questioned Hill-
ary’s donator rolodex, track record as 
Secretary of State, husband’s actions 
while in office and numerous other 
facets of her campaign; all criticisms 
largely greeted with hostility. Ironi-
cally, Hillary claims the vast major-
ity of Black votes in the primary, 
evidenced by her 72-26 percent lead 
of non-white voters for Clinton over 
Sanders in early primary states.

The Clinton Campaign has been 
banking on the minority vote that 
Bill carried way back in 1992, when 
he pulled 87 percent of African 
American voters and 84 percent of 
their vote in ’96. 

Coming into this election, 
Hillary anticipated a similar 
widespread support by minority 
voters. However, some big mis-
steps in her handling of questions 
regarding race today, coupled with 
a growing number of African 
Americans switching over in the 
competition for the Democratic 
nomination to Bernie Sanders, 
have put her on the ropes.

Sanders is gaining traction with 
activist groups and minority voters 
after his handling of protests at 

his early campaign rallies, as well 
as mentioning Sandra Bland, his 
acknowledgement of BLM during 
televised debates and track record 
fighting for civil rights.

Could frustrations about 
Hillary’s dwindling delegate lead 
over Sanders – in part due to her 
crumbling foundation on these 
key voting blocks – be the cause 
of some outbursts towards BLM 
protestors? As these issues get 
brought closer to the forefront of 
the election, will Hillary shine or 
will she continue to falter?

At what point do we con-
sider Bill and Hillary two 
separate people?

This has been a key question this 
election touching on nearly every 
aspect of Hillary’s campaign. She’s 
had to walk a tightrope between 
riding on the coattails of her 
twice-elected husband and sitting 
president Barack Obama, all the 
while distinguishing herself.

If Bill’s track record is under 
fire for placing undue pressure on 
people of color in the justice system, 
you would think Hillary would try 
to keep him from remarking on 
these key issues.

This might be what she instruct-
ed him to do, but the voice of the 
young woman at the campaign stop 
that grilled him on his crime bill 
got under his skin. We’re at a point 
where voters are trying to figure out 
who exactly they’d be electing, and 
continued patronizing by the Clin-

tons isn’t giving them any insight.
So what does this all mean?
Hillary’s campaign is los-

ing it’s grip on the long-though 
“gimme” nomination, and that 
Hillary herself is perhaps losing 
sight of how to appease minority 
voters because the politics of the 
’90s don’t work in 2016. 

Her pledged delegate lead 
following her eighth-consecutive 
loss this weekend in Wyoming 
has dropped to 250.

Should she ultimately be 
elected, Hillary would be the 
person in charge of mending the 
racial divides in our country. That 
concern can’t be ignored moving 
forward in this election.

Hillary can’t have another 
flustered outburst, and neither 
can her biggest cheerleader. If 
she wants to win the nomina-
tion and the general election, 
then she’s going to have to rec-
oncile the past and be collected 
in the face of protesters. After 
all, she’s not running unop-
posed for the nomination.

Hillary might have to take 
a few moves out of Sanders’ 
playbook if she wants to ap-
pear presidential during public 
appearances, maybe by starting 
with a step back, or forward in 
the right direction.
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