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SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

VCU’s School of the Arts tied with the Universi-
ty of California at Los Angeles for the No. 2 spot in 
the Best Fine Arts Graduate Program in the nation, 
right behind Yale University’s number one position, 
according to the most recent U.S. News & World 
Report rankings.

New rankings for specialty areas (both public 
and private) include: The VCU Department of 
Sculpture + Extended Media (No. 1), Glass (tied 
for No. 3), Graphic Design (No. 7), Painting (No. 

7), Ceramics (tied for No. 9) and Printmaking (No. 
10).

“Our accomplishments are amazing,” said Dean 
of the School of the Arts Joseph Seipel. “If you look 
at all our Guggenheim recipients we have — we have 
three MacArthur genius award winners amongst our 
alumni.”

Seipel said many alumni are also showing in 
galleries in New York City and Los Angeles, in ad-
dition to theatre graduates starring in major plays 
around New York.

More than a decade ago, the Sculpture Depart-
ment f irst gained its top ranking under Seipel ’s 
leadership as department chair. Last week, the 
School of the Arts announced Seipel would be 
retiring June 30, 2016 after f ive years as Dean of 
VCUarts and 42 years in higher education.

“He creates an atmosphere where all ideas are 
entertained and open debate is encouraged,” said 
Department Chair of the Sculpture Department 
Matt King. “This gives the faculty and administra-
tion license to ‘think big’ and work together toward 
making our school a vital, exciting place to work.”

VCU cashes-in 
after NCAA 
tournament

The importance of securing patient information

VCU fine arts graduate program 
moves up to No. 2 ranking

— continued on page 5 — continued on page 6

SARAH KING
Executive Editor

VCU president Michael Rao’s 
base salary will increase by 4 percent, 
to $523,281 annually, under a 
contract amendment that also raises 
his potential bonus by more than 
25 percent, according to an article 
published by the Richmond Times-
Dispatch on March 25.

According to the Times-Dis-
patch, the Board of Visitors approved 
the increases this week, although the 
decision is retroactive until the July 1 
start of the fiscal year.

Last fall the BOV awarded Rao a 
$50,000 bonus in incentive pay, but 
this amendment makes him eligible 

to receive up to $78,492 in incentive 
pay per fiscal year, according to the 
Times-Dispatch.

VCU spokesperson Pamela 
Lepley said about $182,000 of Rao’s 
pay comes from state and tuition 
funds and his compensation package 
is supported largely by private gifts, 
endowment funds or income and 
health system funding sources.

Lepley said to the Times-Dis-
patch that the BOV establishes Rao’s 
compensation based on his perfor-
mance as president of VCU and 
of the VCU Health System, state 
regulations and funding, a market 
analysis of comparable positions and 
compensation packages, she said.

Rao’s 4 percent base-salary 
raise totals $523,281
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Total compensation
for the fiscal year that ended June 30:

Virginia Commonwealth University 
 President Michael Rao 

Virginia Tech 
 President Timothy Sands 

University of Virginia 
 President Teresa A. Sullivan 

George Mason University 
 President Angel Cabrera 

$880,814

$725,000

$689,699

Continuing the quest for

FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor

On what seemed to be a typical fall 
Wednesday at Virginia Commonwealth 
University, a group of dozens of students 
gathered in the Compass, just between the 
Cabell Library and Shafer Dining Court, 
to voice concerns over the university’s 
diversity and inclusion agenda. 

Many students at that gathering held 
signs intended to display solidarity with 

students at the University of Missouri where 
the university’s president had been pressured 
to step down amidst an outcry and protests 
regarding racial tension on campus.

The conversation in the Compass, where 
several members of Rao’s administration at-
tended to speak with students, took a differ-
ent turn: What was VCU doing to improve 
the situation of its minority students?

“I’m a transfer student from Louisiana 
State University, where there was a lot 
of racism,” one student shouted out to 
the crowd. “One of the reasons I came to 

VCU was that it’s supposed to be diverse, 
but when I got here I noticed we have 
the same problems.” 
 Later that day, university officials 
immediately responded with an email 
from Rao, ensuring the university com-
munity that VCU is focused on diversi-
ty, being sent out as protests continued.

On March 14, nearly f ive months 
later, a similar email was sent to the 
VCU community by the university’s 
Vice President for Inclusive Excellence, 
Wanda Mitchell. 

— continued on page 3

JUSTIN JOSEPH
Contributing Columnist

VCU Medical Center is visited by thousands 
of Virginia residents every year. In order to give 
doctors and nurses the information necessary to 
treat them, patients allow their private health 
information to be recorded and stored. However, 
in the high-paced hospital environment, many 
patients don’t consider where their information 
goes following their discharge.  

Incidents at hospitals and medical clinics 
throughout the country indicate that you should 
have a valid concern about the safety of your 
medical records and right to privacy. Your private 
health information is protected under the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, 
commonly known as HIPAA. Enacted in 1996, 
this law mandates the use of administrative, 
technical and physical safeguards to protect your 
privacy. It also allows patients to request a copy of 
their medical records and make complaints to the 
federal government if they believe their privacy 
was violated. 

An ongoing investigation by ProPublica finds 
that breaches in confidentiality and privacy are 
common throughout the healthcare industry. 
Privacy violations have been documented by mul-
tiple patients, including veterans’ hospitals, large 
academic medical centers, primary care clinics 
and university counseling offices. In 2011, UCLA 
Health System was fined almost a million dollars 
for unlawfully releasing the health information 
of Britney Spears, Maria Shriver and dozens of 
other celebrities. 

The issue also receives attention when hackers 
attack the computer networks of health-related 
businesses or agencies. In December 2013, Excel-
lus Blue Cross and Blue Shield, a New York-
based health insurance company, was subject 
to an intensive cyberattack. The records of ten 
million customers were accessed, but the com-
pany only discovered the data breach on August 
of last year.

Unfortunately, many Americans each day 
find themselves as victims of improper sharing 
of medical information. The federal government 
received 17,779 complaints of violating patient 

privacy in 2014 alone, and this number steadily 
increases each year. In most cases these incidents 
are relatively small and restricted, but they still 
pose a significant threat and are entirely prevent-
able. On occasions when HIPAA violations are 
investigated by the Office of Civil Rights, the 
culprits receive written warnings and mandatory 
trainings that are far less strict than the fines and 
criminal charges recommended by federal law. 

As someone whose own personal health infor-
mation was inappropriately shared with another 
patient with a similar name, I am not surprised 
to hear that violations of patient privacy have 
caused a loss of faith in our country’s healthcare 
system. Instead of addressing privacy complaints 
in a serious manner, medical professionals and 
health organizations avoid accountability of the 
situations.

As a nation, we must make a priority of pro-
tecting a patient’s right to privacy and maintain-
ing strict confidentiality. The process of reporting 
complaints and concerns regarding HIPAA vio-
lations must be simplified and made more clear; 
the enforcement of federal law must be uniform 
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VCU Police Chief John Venuti (far left), VP of Inclusive Excellence Wanda Mitchell (second to left) and VP for Student Affairs 
Chuck Clink (right) listen to students rallying in the Compass and expressing discontent with diversity initiatives at VCU.

If you look at all our Guggenheim 
recipients we have — we have three 
MacArthur genius award winners 
amongst our alumni.

— JOSEPH SEIPEL
DEAN, SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

diversity

— continued on page 8

$671,857

#1 Sculpture
#1 Nursing-Anesthesia
#2 Master of Fine Arts
#3 Glass (tie)
#3 Healthcare Management
#4 Rehabilitation Counseling 
#7 Graphic Design
#7 Painting
#9 Ceramics (tie)
#10 Printmaking
#17 Pharmacy 
#20 Physical Therapy
#22 Social Work
#33 School of Education
#40 Best Medical Schools: Primary Care (tie)
#56 Public Affairs
#57 Clinical Psychology
#58 Best Nursing Schools: Masters (tie)
#69 Best Medical Schools: Research (tie)
#78 Statistics

U.S. News Best Grad School Rankings

U.S. News Best Global Universities Rankings
#78 Pharmacology and Toxicology  
#87 Psychiatry/Psychology 
#170 Clinical Medicine (tie)
#202 Social Sciences and Public Health (tie)
#329 Best Global Universities (tie)

VCU Rankings U.S. News Best Colleges
#84 top public school (tie)

ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor

While VCU may not have 
brought a trophy back to Rich-
mond after falling short in the 
second round of their NCAA 
tournament matchup against the 
University of Oklahoma last Sun-
day, the team has given its fans 
something else to cheer about.

VCU is expecting up to $2 
million through 2023 for its 
participation in the NCAA 
“March Madness” collegiate 
basketball tournament.

The precise amount of money 
awarded to the team is yet to be 
officially announced, however, 
Deputy Athletic Director Jon 
Palumbo indicated that the 

OPINION
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news
briefs

In this section:
Diversity. Paylor meeting. Trauma symposium. 
Sexual assault. Police symposium. Mayor Jones.

VCU Health holds 17th trauma symposium
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Easter delivery: Cargo ship arrives at 
space station 

The six astronauts at the International 
Space Station got an early Easter treat this 
weekend with the arrival of a supply ship 
full of fresh food and experiments.

Instead of the usual bunny, Saturday’s 
delivery came via a swan — Orbital ATK’s 
Cygnus capsule, named after the swan con-
stellation. The cargo carrier rocketed away 
from Cape Canaveral on Tuesday night.

NASA astronaut Timothy Kopra used 
the station’s big robot arm to grab the 
capsule, as the two craft soared 250 miles 
above the Indian Ocean. “Excellent work, 
gentlemen,” Mission Control radioed. Four 
hours later, the capsule was bolted firmly to 
the complex.

Sanders holds second large Seattle 
rally before caucuses 

Over 15,000 people streamed into a 
Seattle sports stadium Friday to hear Ber-
nie Sanders speak at the presidential can-
didate’s second large rally here in less than 
a week as he tries to energize voters before 
Washington’s Democratic caucuses.

Sanders’ brand of Democratic socialism 
may take some explaining in some parts of 
the United States, but not in Seattle, where 
people lined up for hours before doors 
opened to Safeco Field.

This city elected a socialist, Kshama 
Sawant, to the City Council in 2013 and 
was among the first to phase in a $15 hourly 
minimum wage, mandate sick leave for 
most companies and offer paid parental 
leave for city workers — issues that mirror 
Sanders’ platform.

For first time, drone delivers package 
to residential area 

A drone has successfully delivered a 
package to a residential location in a small 
Nevada town in what its maker and the 
governor of the state said Friday was the 
first fully autonomous urban drone delivery 
in the U.S.

Flirtey CEO Matt Sweeney said the 
six-rotor drone flew about a half-mile along 
a pre-programmed delivery route on March 
10 and lowered the package outside a vacant 
residence in an uninhabited area of Haw-
thorne, southeast of Reno.

The route was established using GPS. A 
pilot and visual observers were on standby 
during the flight but weren’t needed, Swee-
ney said.

He said the package included bottled 
water, food and a first-aid kit.

LOCAL

Author’s lecture stirs Virginia Tech 
protests, and a defense 

Virginia Tech President Timothy Sands 
defended the right of an author to speak on 
the Blacksburg campus while condemning 
his work as flawed.

The appearance Friday by Charles Mur-
ray drew protests from those who view his 
work as racist.

Murray was the co-author of the 1994 
book “The Bell Curve,” which examined in-
telligence and the influence of genetics and 
environment.

With heightened security, Murray dis-
cussed libertarian ideas and economic theo-
ries to an audience of about 200 people, ac-
cording to The Roanoke Times.

Family seeks answers on death of man 
in Virginia jail 

The family of a 56-year-old Norfolk 
man who died in jail is seeking answers.

The Virginian-Pilot reports that Regi-
nald Brehon Cooper was completing the 
third of five weekends in the Norfolk jail 
when he was found unconscious in his cell 
last month. He died at Sentara Norfolk 
General Hospital after jail efforts to revive 
him failed.

Cooper was sentenced to jail for pick-
pocketing $5.

In a statement, Sheriff Bob McCabe 
said he’s confident jail staff responded ap-
propriately to Cooper’s medical conditions 
while he was in jail.

Shawnta Davis said her father suffered 
from high blood pressure and underwent 
dialysis three times a week.

An investigation is under way.

3 students arrested at George Mason 
U. on drug, bomb charges

Court documents say three students at 
George Mason University have been ar-
rested after alleged bomb-making materials 
were found in a dorm room.

The documents say George Mason 
University Police officers went to the room 
Wednesday night after it was reported that 
flames were shooting out of the window.

Search warrants say police found a 
leafy green substance, match books, shaved 
match heads, a mortar and pestle, lighter 
fluid, hand sanitizer candles and a PVC 
pipe.

All briefs by the Associated Press

Two weeks before VSEC met with Department of Enivonrmental Equality director David Paylor, members were arrested at a sit-in at DEQ headquarters.

The VCU Trauma center is the oldest state-designated Level 1 center in Virginia, and has held its ACS verification since 2005.

ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor

On March 21, seven members 
of the Virginia Student Envi-
ronmental Coalition met with 
Department of Environmental 
Quality Director David Paylor 
and Virginia Secretary of Natu-
ral Resources, Molly Ward.

Two weeks before the March 
21 meeting, VSEC members 
were arrested after a sit-in at 
DEQ headquarters where mem-
bers protested the DEQ permits 
allowing Dominion Power to 

dump coal ash wastewater into 
the James River.

Shortly after, headlines broke 
that Paylor had accepted gifts 
from Dominion Power, includ-
ing a paid trip to the Master’s 
Golf Tournament in 2013.

“Mr. Paylor and Secretary of 
Natural Resources, Molly Ward, 
discussed several issues with the 
students relating to the water 
discharge permits for Dominion’s 
Bremo and Possum Point power 
stations,” said DEQ spokesman 
Bill Hayden. “It is important to 
note that Mr. Paylor is com-

pletely open on this subject and 
is happy to provide information 
in an appropriate setting.”

University of Virginia sopho-
more Laura Cross said Paylor 
indicated at last Monday’s meeting 
that he would not apologize for the 
gifts he received from Dominion. 

“Paylor argued that the gifts 
were totally legal, but that if 
he had to do it over again, he 
probably wouldn’t have accepted 
them,” Cross said. “We then 
asked him if he would apologize 
for taking the gifts and he said 
he would not.”

Despite the legality of the 
permits, Cross said the gifts 
from Dominion present an 
ethical concern that may affect 
Paylor’s ability to act objectively.

“Director Paylor has an obli-
gation to remain unbiased in the 
regulatory process - taking large 
gifts from the biggest polluter 
threatens the integrity of that 
process,” Cross said. “Our public 
is experiencing a crisis of faith in 
the ability of the DEQ to protect 
our waters and keep us safe.”

University of Mary Wash-
ington freshman Drew Shannon 

said Dominion had too close of 
a relationship between its regu-
latory off icials.

“Dominion’s influence in Vir-
ginia politics is well documented 
and detrimental to the wellbeing 
of our state,” Shannon said. “We 
expect the DEQ and any organi-
zation that is responsible the safety 
of Virginians to hold themselves 
far above corporate power.”

Hayden said the VSEC students 
indicated they would ask additional 
questions they would submit to 
Paylor and Paylor was open to any 
questions on the matter.

JOE JOHNSON
Contributing Writer

The VCU Health Department of Surgery, 
Division of Acute Care Surgical Services and 
Center for Trauma and Critical Care and 
Education presented the 17th annual Rao R. 
Ivatury Trauma Symposium in Downtown 
Richmond on March 23.

The VCU Trauma center is the oldest 
state-designated level one trauma center in 
Virginia and has held its ACS verif ication 
since 2005.

Symposium attendees had backgrounds 
in a variety of specialties such as geriatric 
medicine, cardiology, orthopaedic surgery 
and pediatrics. Many of the speakers at the 
symposium were leaders in medicine from 
VCU Health but some came from other 
locations such as Pennsylvania, Ohio, Texas 
and Harvard Medical School.

Medical Director of the VCU Trauma 
center and Chair of the Symposium Plan-
ning Committee Michael Aboutanos said 
the symposium program was started by 

Chief of Trauma, Critical Care and Emer-
gency Surgery doctor Rao Ivatury when he 
was chair of the trauma center.

“It was mainly just called the trauma 
symposium,” Aboutanos said. “When I took 
over Ivatury’s position in 2013, it was very 
clear to me that we have to name the sym-
posium after him.”

During Ivatury’s tenure as Chief of 
Trauma, the VCU Trauma Center became 
an American College of Surgeons verif ied 
level one trauma center. The VCU Trauma 
Center now receives approximately 4,300 
patients annually and is also state designated 

as level one by the Virginia Office of Emer-
gency Medical Services.

“The hospital educates our nurses and 
residents but that is limited,” Aboutanos 
said. “(The purpose of the symposium is to 
educate) not only the region but to bring na-
tional caliber physicians, nurses and admin-
istrators and to share that experience.”

Trauma Program Manager Beth Broering 
said other levels of trauma centers can usually 
provide some aspects of that care but they don’t 
typically have the resources to provide the care 
to a patient along the entire continuum.

“We have all the specialists. For example, 
no other hospital in this region could actually 
do pediatrics and burns at the same time,” 
Broering said. “We are the only trauma 
center in the state that has both burn and 
pediatric trauma programs integrated.”

State designations are based on munici-
pal or state criteria which may vary by state. 
However, the ACS verification process is 
more stringent because it requires the pres-
ence of a specific set of resources in the 
center.

Students host 
sexual violence 
awareness panel
ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor

Student-run publications INK 
Magazine and Amendment Liter-
ary Journal hosted a sexual assault 
awareness panel last Thursday to ex-
plore the themes of consent, societal 
attitudes toward abuse and the role 
of education in preventing assault.

The panel featured VCU Gen-
der and Women’s Studies professor 
Liz Canfield, Assistant Director of 
Sexual & Intimate Partner Violence 
Services Fatima Smith and Virginia 
Anti-Violence Project activist Zakia 
McKensey.

“I think that the discussion  sur-
rounding around sexual violence is 
always difficult,” said Amendment 
president Brittney Maddox. “When 
we first begin that dialogue we must 
approach it intersectionality.”

The panel also discussed various 
attitudes towards assault, abusive 
behaviors and potential indicators and 
red flags toward sexual assault and 
power imbalance. 

“A lot of times dont realize people 
don’t recognize people are being 

abused,” McKensey said, noting that 
controlling behaviors can be a big 
warning sign of toxicity.

Maddox said sexual violence 
is more common than we think, 
but to start dialogue the associated 
stigma must also be addressed.

“Unpacking is never easy, but is 
it worth it? Yes,” Maddox said.

Canfield said Virginia’s laws 
regarding Title IX mandate persons 
report Title IX violations made help-
ing people more difficult. 

“There is never enough being done 
and that speaks back to the structure 
problem,” Smith said. “We are doing 
great things on a micro level, but 
legislation is so important.”

Students discuss Dominion gifts 
with DEQ director
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Many of the speakers at the 
symposium were leaders in 
medicine from VCU Health, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Texas and 
Harvard Medical School.

Unpacking (sexual 
violence) is never easy, 
but is it worth it? Yes.

— BRITTNEY MADDOX 
PRESIDENT, AMENDMENT
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VCU continues quest for diversity what’s happening
program details, rates, and locations at recsports.vcu.edu 

/recsportsvcu/VCURecSports

vcurecsports.
tumblr.com/recsportsvcu

/vcu_recsports/VCURecSports

wp.vcu.edu/
recsports/

VCU RecSports
ios/android app 

ARC FA/CPR/AED
Certification Course
[April 2, register by 3/30]
Recertification Course
[April 13, register by 4/8] Day Hike

[April 2, register by 3/29]

Sea Kayaking 
[April 2 – 3, register by 3/29]

Mt. Biking
[April 3, register by 3/29]

Beach SUP
[April 4, register by 4/2]

Day Raft
[April 10, register by 4/2]

U.S. Master’s Swimming 
[registration ongoing ]
Adult Swim Lessons  
 [April 4 – 29,  
register 3/21 – 4/1]
Adult Private & 
Buddy Swim Lessons 
[registration ongoing ]

ARC Water Safety  
Instructor Certification
[April 17 – 25,  
register thrugh April 11]

AHA Heartsaver  
First Aid CPR/AED
[April 2, register by 3/30]

“We have some successes on 
which to build. For example, our 
student body is the most diverse 
of any university in Virginia,” 
Mitchell ’s email read. “How-
ever, we are keenly aware that 
a diverse student body does not 
ensure the existence of a wel-
coming, inclusive and dynamic 
learning community. So we have 
progress still to make.” 
 Mitchell highlighted six 
key ways the university plans 
to improve: with education 
and training initiatives, insti-
tutional changes, recruitment 
and retention, communication, 
institutional accountability and 
celebration and recognition.

Mitchell touted more than 
100 members of the leadership 
team has completed the initial 
part of a cultural competency 
training which was led by an 
external consultant, and that 
the second part of this training 
would be completed later in the 
spring.

This is in addition to training 
that some members of the lead-
ership did on guarding against 
unconscious bias, Title IX and 

diversity and retention training 
on micro-aggressions, conf lict 
resolution and cultural compe-
tency initiatives.

As part of an effort to 
increase VCU’s score on the 
LGBTQ-specif ic campus pride 
index, which rates colleges based 
on their overall “friendliness” 
toward LGBTQ students, the 
university began a process to 
streamline the reporting of bias-
related incidents on campus. 

Mitchell also announced VCU 
joined the National Center for 
Faculty Development and Diver-
sity, a national organization fo-
cused on serving the professional 
development needs of women and 
underrepresented faculty.

In the fall of 2015, the 
university initiated a publica-
tion called VCU Campus Pride 
highlighting LGBTQ efforts on 
campus.

Mitchell stressed the impor-
tance of having an accountable 
administration and leadership. 
That’s why in October, Alma 
Clayton-Pedersen, a diver-
sity consultant, met with the 
president’s cabinet and discussed 
ways to include diversity and 
inclusion into the university’s 
general mission.

Every f ive years the Division 
for Inclusive Excellence rolls 
out a new plan that will outline 
its plan for increasing diversity. 
The current plan ends after the 
spring of 2016.

The Council for Inclusive Ex-
cellence and Equity began draft-
ing the 2016-2021 Diversity and 
Inclusion Strategic Action Plan 
and University-wide Diversity 
and Inclusion Scorecard which 
will be implemented in the fall 
of 2016.

Mitchell said the council will 
look to create an action plan 
which focuses on Institutional 
Commitment, Climate and 
Intergroup Relations, Recruit-
ment, Retention and Success, 
Education and Assessment.

“I really think the focus, 
and that’s where my work is, is 
inclusion,” Mitchell said. “How 
do we advance and enhance the 
experiences of people who come 
here to learn and graduate? How 
do we make that a positive one?”

The plan will also consider 
the results of a campus climate 
survey by the division, meant to 
measure the sentiments of stu-
dents, faculty and staff regard-
ing the climate of the univer-
sity’s diversity.

— continued from page 1

ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor 

The Wilder School of Govern-
ment and Public Policy hosted the 
firstof a series if symposiuns on 
policing in America on March 24.

The symposium, which focused 
on the issue of race, featured profes-
sors from the University of Missouri, 
Rutgers University and Morgan State 
University, alongside VCU Police 
Chief John Venuti and Police Chief 
of the Metro Washington Airports 
Authority Scott Booth.

“The issue of race and policing is 
obviously important,” said former pa-
trol officer and professor of criminol-
ogy at University of Missouri David 
Klinger. “And it’s been important for 
a long long time before Ferguson.” 

In his studies, Klinger said he 
found that St. Louis, a city which 
has suffered from white flight since 
the 1950’s, has become racially 
divided with African-Americans 
living in the north of the city, and 
other races primarily living in the 
south end of the city. 

Klinger found that the con-
centration of violence occurred 
in several parts of the city, but 
police-involved shootings occurred 
primarily in the north.

“Race overwhelming drives 
officer-involved shootings,” 
Klinger said. 

Klinger pressed for a need for a 

national database on police shootings 
and more reporting on when shots 
are fired and not just when someone 
dies from police gunshots.

Currently, news publications such 

as the Guardian and the Washington 
Post are compiling data of individuals 
killed by police. However this data 
does not include when shots-fired 
were or were not fatal. This makes a 
difference, according to Klinger. 

“Of 239 shootings only 39 were 
killed,” Klinger said. “If you looked 
at dead bodies, you would miss the 
lion’s share.”

Rutgers criminal justice professor 
Andrews Rengifo presented on his 
study of New York crime in commu-
nities, and said he found high con-
centrations of negative interactions 
between the police and the commu-
nity are detrimental to fighting crime. 

“For youth in our sample, there 
is a overwhelming fear of crime,” 
Rengifo said. “But there is also fear 
of the police.” 

Rengifo said he found there is 

a tradeoff between avoiding police 
and avoiding crime, where com-
munities that developed negative 
relationships with police would be 
more difficult to police given the 
lack of citizen support.

Morgan State University professor 
Natasha Pratt Harris described how 
personal stories can be powerful to 
tell stories of bad policing. 

“A lot of the frustration in 
Baltimore and nationally centers on 
that fact,” Harris said. “It is a fact 
that the system does not prosecute 
bad officers. A lot of the persons 
harmed by law enforcement were 
not shot by law enforcement. “

Harris indicated problems with 
the police originate with slave patrols 
and the police’s historical role in 
harming African-Americans.

Harris said there needs to be more 
community dialogue to fix these 
problems, otherwise young people 
may believe that problems with the 
system are just natural for the system.

Both police chiefs at the sym-
posium added there is a need for 
police to adjust their goals to serve 
the community. 

“Every minute of every day should 
be spent restoring trust in policing,” 
Venuti said. 

Venuti, who heads one of the 
largest university police departments 
in the country with 92 sworn officers, 
stressed the importance of commu-
nity involvement in policing. 

“The police department does 
not make VCU a safe place, the 
entire community coming together 
makes VCU a safe place,” Venuti 
said. “We need to deploy based on 
the needs of the community. “

Booth indicated that police 
sometimes face difficulties with 
policing high crime communities 
and they needed to rise to face 
these challenges. 

“Some of those neighborhoods 
where I would deploy officers 
would have the least amount of 
trust for officers,” Booth said. 
“Many of the things we’ve run 
from for years have surfaced and 

they will make us better.”
The next Wilder School sym-

posium will discuss terrorism and 
radicalization and will occur on 

April 14 in the Student Com-
mons Theatre from 3-5 p.m.
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Wilder School hosts symposium on race, policing tactics

Professors from the University of Missouri, Rutgers, Morgan 
State alongside the VCU PD Chief and Police Chief of the Metro 
Washington Airports Authority presented at the symposium.

The issue of race and policing is obviously important, 
and it’s been important for a long time before 
Ferguson. Race overwhelmingly drives officer-involved 
shootings ... of 239 shootings only 39 were killed. If 
you looked at dead bodies, you would miss the lion’s 
share.

— DAVID KLINGER
PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

FORMER PATROL OFFICER

MARY LEE CLARK  
Contributing Writer  

Richmond Mayor Dwight C. 
Jones is in hot water after a grand 
jury approved the Virginia State 
Police to proceed with investiga-
tions concerning the connec-
tion between Jones’ church and 
city government on March 16, 
according to Richmond Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Michael 
Herring.

The state police now joins 
the FBI, Herring’s off ice and 
the Office of the City Auditor 
in the investigation surrounding 
alleged misconduct of resources 
involving the construction at the 
First Baptist Church of South 
Richmond where Jones is senior 
pastor. 

Under Virginia law, state 
police cannot investigate an 
elected off icial without approv-
al from the governor, attorney 
general or a grand jury.

According to the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch, in January the 
Office of the Inspector General in 
Richmond found the city’s Direc-
tor of Public Works (DPW) Em-
manuel Adediran spent part of his 
work day as Project Manager for 
the construction of Jones’ church. 

City auditor Umesh Dalai 
alleged that Adediran, who at 
the time was Interim Director 

of Public Works, spent hours 
of his work day on “visiting the 
construction site and attending 
meetings and phone calls related 
to the project.”

According to the Times-
Dispatch, investigators said they 
could not verify whether Adedi-
ran actually visited the site or 
attended meetings during busi-
ness hours, but did f ind Adedi-
ran took part in church-related 
conference calls. They found 
that Adediran spent at least 38 
hours in a one and a half year 
period conducting work related 
to the church.

Hundreds of emails obtained 
by several media outlets by 
January Freedom of Information 
Act requests showed Adediran 
was informed on nearly every 
step of construction on the new 
$5 million church, and Jones 
was copied in a series of emails 
between Adediran, the execu-
tive minister of business and the 
church builder.

“We welcome this action that 
allows the state police to under-
take the review we’ve asked for,” 
said Tammy Hawley, the mayor’s 
press secretary in a statement to 
the Times-Dispatch.

During his time as mayor, 
Jones has promised the separa-
tion between his church and 
administration. In January, Jones 
issued a statement calling for an 
end to questions about which 
members of his administration 
also attend his church.

“I believe strongly in the sepa-
ration and I have worked hard in 
the seven years to make sure there 
is a separation between what 
happens at the church and what 
happens in the city,” Mayor Jones 
told CBS 6 in January. 

The Virginia Police Department 
and The FBI declined to comment.Richmond mayor Dwight C. Jones is the senior pastor at the First Baptist Church of South Richmond. Jones’ son, Richmond 

School Board member Derik Jones, is also a pastor at the church.

Grand jury approves state
police investigation of mayor
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I have worked hard in 
the seven years to make 
sure there is a separation 
between what happens 
at the church and what 
happens in the city 

— DWIGHT C. JONES
MAYOR, RICHMOND CITY

State Police now join the FBI, the Richmond Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office and the Office 
of the City Auditor in the investigation.police investigation of mayor Dwight C. Jones.
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Stat of the Week
VCU baseball has improved to 9-2 losses at home, with 
their second win against St. Bonaventure marking their 
fourth consecutive home-win at the Diamond. 

ZACH JOACHIM
Contributing Writer

In December of 2013, Temple 
University announced it’s plan to 
cut seven intercollegiate sports ef-
fective July 1, 2014. With the news 
of his sport being discontinued, 
now-VCU-senior outfielder Jim-
my Kerrigan was forced to make 
a decision.

 “I wasn’t planning on being 
here, honestly,” Kerrigan said. “I 
had never heard of VCU until we 
played them my freshman year.” 

Upon learning that his home-
town Owls would no longer have a 
baseball team, the Philadelphia na-
tive began sending a series of fran-
tic emails to prospective schools.

“When we found out the pro-
gram was getting cut, I just started 
shooting emails out to all the teams 
we had played,” he said. “I had the 
same numbers against VCU my 
second year, came on a visit, and 
it’s all worked from there.”

Kerrigan is leading the Rams in 
batting average through the first 
20 games of the 2016 season with 
a staggering mark of .390. He also 
leads the club in hits, doubles, total 
bases and slugging percentage. 

Kerrigan said he hasn’t done 

anything special in his preparation 
to spark this breakout campaign.

“I haven’t done anything dif-
ferent,” he said. “I’ve just kept 
working with our coaches and we 
seem to have found something that 
works. We’re in a good spot, but 
there’s always room to get better.”

A major factor in Kerrigan’s 
success at VCU may be his affinity 
with his new home, which he says 
felt ‘right from the start.’”

“As soon as I visited, I was like 
‘this is for me,’” Kerrigan said. 
“The city is very similar to Philly. 
Luckily enough, it’s worked out. 
We’ve won championships, we 
have a great team; the coaches are 
awesome, the field is awesome, I 
couldn’t be happier.”

Baseball boasts a 13-7 record 
heading into conference play, early 
success spurred by Kerrigan and 
a veteran offense. The Rams have 
scored 113 runs through 20 games.

 Additionally, the young pitching 
staff has gotten better every week.

Starters freshman Sean Thomp-
son and junior Brooks Vial are tied 
for the Atlantic 10 conference lead 
in wins with four apiece. Junior re-
liever Sam Donko has posted eight 
saves in 11 appearances.

Kerrigan expressed the utmost 

confidence in his teammates, but 
is always looking for ways they can 
collectively improve.

 “I think we definitely need to 
get better at capitalizing on mis-
takes and situational hitting,” he 
said. “I know personally there’s 
been a few times where I’ve come 
up with runners in scoring position 
and just can’t seem to get the job 
done. It’s just a focus thing. We’re 
in a good spot, but there’s always 
room to get better as a team.”

The 2016 Rams will look to de-
fend their 2015 A-10 conference 
and regional titles, as well as return 
to the super-regional round of the 
NCAA tournament.

A subsequent trip to the Col-
lege World Series would be un-
precedented, but this group has all 
the reason to dream big after last 
season’s success. Kerrigan however, 
maintains a humble focus. 

“I’m honestly just going about 
this year trying to play well and 
enjoy my senior year and have fun,” 
Kerrigan said. “We do a good job 
of staying confident; if we’re down, 
nobody panics. My teammates are 
a great group of guys and we want 
to defend our championship.”

BRYANT DRAYTON
Sports Editor 

Last week ESPN sportswrit-
er and radio host Dan Le Betard 
wrote a chilling column on his 
reaction to President Obama’s 
meeting with Cuban President 
Raúl Castro in Havana. Le Be-
tard described the trip as “an-
other loss,” saying the Cubans 
who fled the Castro regime have 
experienced enough losses in 
their lifetime as it is.

“Lost childhoods. Lost roots. 
Lost families. Lost land. Lost 
freedoms,” Le Betard wrote. 
“Lost lives in the ocean that 
divides Cuba and America like 
the million miles of distance be-
tween desperation and hope.”

When Obama touched down 
in Cuba on March 21, he ended 
a century-long cold war-era es-
trangement that began with the 
two countries in 1959. He be-
came the first president to touch 
down in Cuba since Calvin 
Coolidge in 1928.

On March 22, the highlight 
of the trip came from the Esta-
dio Latinoamericano where, at 
2 p.m., both countries favorite 
past-times would be played and 
broadcasted to the world: an ex-
hibition baseball game between 
the Tampa Bay Rays of the 
MLB and the Cuban National 
team was played in front of more 
than 50,000 fans.

The two sides were friendly 
and the atmosphere surround-
ing the event was jovial. Players 
shook hands, Obama and Cas-
tro sat together behind home 
plate with smiles on their faces; 
it couldn’t have been a better af-
ternoon of baseball — or, well, 

maybe not exactly.
Before the game took place 

that same Tuesday, the world 
mourned with Brussels after 
the aftermath of a terrorist at-
tack took place in Belgium that 
killed 31 and wounded 330.

Play ball?
That was Obama’s plan. Al-

though he was advised not to, 
the decision to remain present 
for the trip’s main event made a 
powerful statement. 

“You want to be respectful 
and understand the gravity of 
the situation,” Obama said. “But 
the whole premise of terrorism 
is to try to disrupt people’s ordi-
nary lives.”

As if playing a baseball game 
in communist Cuba wasn’t bad 
enough, the decision to not 
travel and be with the people 
of Brussels couldn’t have stirred 
up more grief on the decision to 
commence the game after the 
fact.

But the point Obama made 
regarding terrorist attacks was 
spot on, and in fact — may send 
a message of hope to the people 
of 

Like a baby crying for lack 
of attention, these extremist 
groups’ cries will cease and turn 
into the realization that their 
demands will not be met; les-
sons learned, no harm no foul.

By continuing to play the 
game, the message was clear: at-
tacks will not break what can’t 
be broken. A paradigm for the 
way we as a country have de-
cided to attack these pressing 
matters.

When someone tweets 
“Prayers for Brussels” it seems 
like a redundant statement that 
serves zero purpose. In fact, 
due to the social media age, the 
spread of information serves a 
greater purpose. That tweet can 
reach the masses and a social 
medium for hope and prayer has 
been catalyzed.

I understand the resentment 
Le Betard displayed with his 
tone. And sure, I’m willing to 
admit I am ignorant — some-
thing that as a group of people 
we aren’t too keen to admit.

I’m ignorant to the struggle 

for a better life thousands of 
Cubans had to endure. The fight 
for justice and the risk taken in 
leaving a land that is so precious 
to a group of people to live, for 
one that is as foreign to them as 
the brief encounter with a ran-
dom passerby on the street.

At the end of the day, the 
people of Cuba still have no 
voice. As I am writing this, I 
understand the simple process 
of this being published is some-
thing no Cuban can ascertain or 
experience the gratification of.

Pen and paper is essential 
to me. It gives me the ability 
to voice my opinion in a man-
ner everyone can understand at 
the same rate. You can’t hear 
my slang or the stutter between 
my words. In writing, the words 
come across as fluid and pur-
poseful.

The game played in Cuba 
means nothing if we can’t con-
form the way of living in Cuba 
to give their people its voice 
back — give them a reason to 
be optimistic that change will 
come and a life of being con-
tained will soon be over

But we can remain hopeful 
that soon, their way of life can 
be as free as the game of baseball 
they cherish so dearly. Similar to 
a baseball that was just hit for a 
home run, as it glides in the air, 
soaring over the fence, they too 
can be free and cross home plate.

Bryant is a sports 
advocate who’s 
always smiling. He 
is a senior print and 
online journalism major 
aspiring for a career as 
a professional or college 
football columnist. 
Bryant currently covers 
high school football 
games for the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch.

draytonbo@commonwealthtimes.com

Kerrigan’s comfort drives 
breakout campaign 

THE PRESS BOX 

What happened in Havana:
more than a baseball game

Women’s lacrosse suffers tough 
road-defeat against ODU 
SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

VCU lacrosse got off to a slow 
start in its matchup with bitter 
rival Old Dominion University, 
which ultimately resulted in a 19-2 
loss at the L.R. Hill Sports Com-
plex Saturday afternoon. 

ODU scored two goals in the 
first 42 seconds of the game. VCU 
redshirt-freshman midfielder Sky 
Hyatt scored her 18th goal of the 
season at the 5:30 mark in the first 
half. Redshirt-freshman attack 
Megan Williamson was credited 
with the assist. 

The Monarchs continued to 
pour it on in the first half, outscor-
ing VCU, 12-1. 

ODU Junior midfielder Con-
nor Carson played a key role in the 
Lady Monarchs’ offense, scoring 
three of her game-high four goals 
in the first five minutes of play. 
Fellow midfielder Natalie Ledwitz 
and attacker Morgan Marrale also 
netted a pair of goals in the open-
ing half. 

“Our midfield played superbly,” 
said ODU head coach Heather 
Holt. “They had some great break-
outs from our goalie and taking it 
all the way down the field. They 

made good choices and got ahead 
of the ball and that enabled us to 
get a leg up and have fastbreak 
situations.”

At the half, ODU outshot the 
Rams 22-5 and held an 11-3 edge 
in draw controls.

Freshman goalie Ria Peralta 
recorded five saves in the first half 
to extend her total to 45 saves this 
season.

ODU carried its momentum 
into the second half, once again 
holding the Rams to just one late 
goal and outscoring VCU 7-1 in 
the second half. 

Freshman attack Molly Bar-
cikowski scored her 18th goal of 
the season with the help of an as-
sist from freshman midfielder Sofia 
Emond; the Tampa native has five 
assists this season for the Rams.

Defensively, ODU was led by 
redshirt-senior defender Morgan 
Gallagher, who recorded a team-
high three caused turnovers. 

The Rams took more shots in 
the second half but were still out-
shot 31-12. Each team collected 17 
ground balls.

The Rams play cross-town rivals 
University of Richmond on April 1 
at 5 p.m. on Cary Street Field.

The Rams took more shots in the second half against ODU, but were still out-shot 31-12.

Philadelphia native and senior outfielder Jimmy Kerrigan transfered from Temple University.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Rams win two of three-game-series 
against the Bonnies at the Diamond
RODNEY ROBINSON
Contributing Writer

VCU baseball stayed hot 
against conference foe St. Bo-
naventure, taking the first two 
games of the weekend series.

  Game 1                                      

The Rams competed in a three-
game series with the Bonnies, 
winning the opener in a close 
matchup, 6-5. 

After a defensive first inning, 
the Rams took an early lead in the 
bottom of the second when senior 
outfielder Jimmy Kerrigan crossed 
home plate on a throwing error by 
Bonnies shortstop Cole Patterson 
on an errant double play attempt. 

However, sophomore starting 
pitcher Sean Thompson struggled 
to keep St. Bonaventure off the 
board by allowing five runs and 11 
hits in 4.2 innings of work. 

Junior pitcher Matt Jamer 
entered the game in relief and 
pitched 2.1 solid innings, only al-
lowing one hit and striking out 
three. Junior closer Sam Donko 
notched the Atlantic 10 Confer-
ence best ninth save, as he shut the 
door on St. Bonaventure in the top 
of the ninth inning to close out the 
game.

A game defined by lead chang-
es, the Rams rode the bats of Ker-
rigan, who went 3-4 with a RBI 
and solo homerun and Nick Rabat 
had a three-run double in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning, giv-
ing the Rams the lead to prevail 
against St. Bonaventure, notch-
ing a win in its first conference 
matchup. 

  Game 2                                      

The Rams were back in action 
Saturday as they improved to 2-0 
in the A-10, marking their fourth 
consecutive win. 

In a game where base hits and 

amount will total close to a 
quarter of a million dollars 
across six years.

“Based on NCAA policy 
and Atlantic-10 revenue shar-
ing policy, VCU will receive 
approximately $340,000 per 
year over six years beginning 
in 2018,” Palumbo said.

Palumbo said the money 
would be used to enhance 
operations such as travel ex-
penses, support services and 
other facility enhancements.

“This means that our 
student-athletes will be 
provided the resources to 
maximize their experience at 
VCU and to prepare them for 
success on and off the court,” 
Palumbo said.

Basketball players them-
selves will not see any money 
because NCAA policy dic-
tates student athletes don’t 
qualify for shared earn-
ings from ticket sales and 
other revenue from NCAA 
matches. 

The annual March 
Madness basketball tourna-
ment generates almost $900 
Million in revenue for the 
NCAA, 80 percent of which 
is from television and mar-
keting rights fees.

runs were hard to come by, the 
Bonnies got out to a quick, two-run 
lead in the top of the second inning. 
In the bottom of the second, VCU 
responded by scoring on a passed 
ball by St. Bonaventure catcher 
Tommy LaCongo. 

After the score was tied in the 
second, the game turned into a 
pitchers duel. Junior Brooks Vial 
got the start for VCU and had a 

quality outing. The junior pitcher 
pitched 6.1 innings while surren-
dering only two earned runs and 
posted eight strikeouts. 

Jamer came in for relief and im-
proved to 4-1 loss on the season. 
He tossed five shutout innings, 
allowing only one three hits and 
striking out three. St. Bonaventure 
had a difficult time advancing run-
ners across home plate with a stag-

gering total of leaving 12 men on 
base during the course of the game.

The game reached its conclu-
sion when freshman third baseman 
Brody Cook stepped up in a clutch 
role in the bottom of the 12th in-
ning and had his veteran moment. 
Cook roped a single into center 
field allowing designated hitter 
Haiden Lamb to come across and 
score, ending the game in walk off 

fashion. 
VCU has improved their record 

to 9-2 at home, with their second 
win against St. Bonaventure mark-
ing their fourth consecutive win at 
the Diamond. 

The Rams will be back in action 
March 27 with a chance to sweep 
the series. The game is planned to 
start at 1 p.m.

Junior pitcher Matt Jamer entered the Rams’ first matchup against St. Bonaventure in relief and pitched 2.1 solid innings.

VCU will receive ap-
proximately $340,000 
per year over six years 
beginning in 2018.

VCU sees the 
money after 
2016 NCAA 
tournament 
run
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On this day ...

JOSHUA BUCK
Contributing Writer

VCUarts student Anqelique 
Scott created the Black Art Stu-
dent Empowerment organization 
in response to the frustration by 
being the only Black student in 
many of her classes.

An art education and craft and 
material studies major, Scott said 
the lack of diversity was beginning 
to have strong effect on her work.

“I never made so much art-
work about race before I came to 
VCU,” Scott said “Because I never 
needed to. But then, people were 
afraid of saying the wrong things, 
so all of my critiques were silent, 
as an artist, to not get feedback on 
your work is insane.”

Scott decided to to create to an 

organization dedicated to Black 
Art Student Empowerment. BASE 
started last August and has seen 
rapid growth through its first two 
semesters of existence.

“Our email list goes out to over 
200 people,” Scott said, “And we 
have a loyal 30-50 members.”

That membership extends 
beyond VCU to members such as 
Victor Harper, a visual arts major 
at Virgina Union. Harper said 
being a part of B.A.S.E helps keep 
him focused.

“Everyone within the orga-
nization is trying to reach that 
next level,” he said, “And it really 
inspires me and drives me to keep 
going forward.”

As B.A.S.E has grown, so has 
its influence.

“We have frequent conversa-

tions with the dean and the depart-
ment chairs about what we can do 
to make the school more diverse,” 
Scott said.

The organization had been 
looking for a way to work with Art 
180, a local non-profit that uses 
art as an outreach tool to help area 
youth. When Art180 reached out to 
B.A.S.E about filling a March hole 
in their schedule, Scott said they 
leaped at the opportunity.

Scott said what’s cool about 
Art180 is that they have that direct 
connection to the young artist popu-
lation, and since March is Women’s 
History Month, B.A.S.E decided to 
do a gallery to honor women.

“We wanted to celebrate 
women as women, and just uplift 
that,” Scott said.

The resulting event was the 

recently-concluded “HERstory: 
A Woman’s Worth” exhibition at 
Art180’s ATLAS gallery.

Seven B.A.S.E artists displayed 
pieces dedicated to women, in me-
diums ranging from ceramics and 
painting, to illustration, metalwork 
and performance.

Pieces included a piece en-
titled “Her Flower”, a commen-
tary on the sexual oppression of 
women by Comm Arts student 
Raymond Barry.

Victor Harper showcased “My 
Prototype,”  a piece that depicts 
his ideal women and he said he 
felt compelled to include it in this 
particular exhibition.

“I just wanted to be a part of the 
movement that they were speak-
ing to about women and cultural 
identity,” Harper said. 

During the run of the exhibition, 
B.A.S.E also held an artist talk, 
which gave the students a chance 
to discuss their work in a profes-
sional setting, something that is 
not normally offered through their 
coursework.

“We had freshman in the show, 
which is something they hadn’t 
even learned to do,“ Scott said, “So 
it was great way of breaking out of 
their shell.”

Scott said she hopes that 
B.A.S.E’s connection with Art180 
will help them to combat a powerful 
stigma within the Black community.

“When you say ‘I want to be an 
artist’ the community says ‘No!,’ 
and we want to show them that you 
can do this, and you can make this 
a career and you won’t be a starving 
artist,” Scott said.

AUSTIN WALKER
Spectrum Editor

Each year, multiple departments 
within VCUarts hold their respec-
tive undergraduate exhibitions to 
showcase student work — what sets 
the Fine Arts apart is their guest 
jurors, who come from prestigious 
institutions to decide which works 
are worthy of display.

More than 600 pieces were 
submitted to this year’s Undergradu-
ate Juried Fine Arts Exhibition, but 
only 120 were selected by highly-
respected curator Toby Kamps to 
be displayed in VCU’s Anderson 
Gallery until April 3.

This year’s juror is especially im-
portant, according to some of those 
who helped organize the exhibition.

“Toby is really one of the best and 

the brightest in the country right 
now in terms of modern and con-
temporary art,” said Traci Garland, 
interim registrar and assistant direc-
tor of Facilities and Administration 
for the Institute for Contemporary 
Art.

Garland was one of multiple 
faculty at the university who helped 
in putting together the design and 
logistics of the exhibition. She said 
that the annual event allows for stu-
dents to be reviewed by well-known 
jurors whose approval carries a lot of 
weight in their portfolios.

The fine arts exhibition features 
work by undergraduates in photog-
raphy, film, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, theatre and others. The 
selections by the juror are somewhat 
reliant on their taste, but they typi-
cally make an effort to be unbiased, 

Garland said.
Toby Kamps, who is the curator 

of modern and contemporary art at 
the Menil Collection in Houston, 
Texas, was spoken highly of by this 
year’s organizers.

He was brought in the night 
before his deliberations. In a single 
day, Kamps had to look at more than 
600 individual art pieces and then 
immediately decide which would be 
featured in the gallery. The process, 
by design, lends itself to subjectivity.

“They take their job very seriously 
and they realize this is an education 
situation, which is different from 
what they’re usually doing,” said 
Michael Lease, exhibition manager 
at the Anderson Gallery. “They usu-
ally want to make sure there’s a good 
representation of all of the depart-
ments.”

This exhibition, like many 
throughout history, has come under 
fire from artists who feel as though 
they’re not being given a fair chance 
to be featured in the gallery.

One student, who had been re-
jected during the juror’s deliberations 
for four years, held a salon day refusé.

The salon day refusé is a tradition 
that has its roots in France, whereby 
artists hold performance or place 
installation pieces in or near galleries 
which have rejected their work.

His performance involved him 
moving throughout the gallery, 
rubbing his face on the walls and 
floor below each piece featured in the 
gallery.

“It’s part of the job when you’re 
an artist to be critiqued and refused 
and rejected,” Garland said. “You 
put your work into the world and 

you want to make a living off it, you 
sometimes get told your stuff isn’t 
good.”

Still, Lease was assured that 
each particular judge, even when 
confronted with their own personal 
biases, were making an effort to be 
more inclusive than exclusive of dif-
ferent styles and mediums.

In addition, Kamps gave an hour-
long lecture that might help explain 
his reasoning behind the choices he 
made. He centered his around art 
history, but jurors in the past have 
focused more on the themes they 
observed, as well as mentioning what 
works are particularly strong.

Lease also said that the job of 
a curator is particularly important, 
even in educational institutions, for 
being able to “cut through the noise” 
to find exceptional works.

These two members of the ex-
hibit’s team said that Kamps coming 
to VCU is indicative of the success 
of the arts programs, and that him 
and other jurors have been greatly 
impressed by the work done by the 
undergraduates here.

“Curiosity about our school of 
the arts is why they agree to come,” 
Garland said. “We’re in a really lucky 
position where we have an amaz-
ing reputation … They want to see 
what’s so great here.”

The fine arts exhibition will be 
on display at the Anderson Gallery 
on the Monroe Park Campus until 
April 8. The two other undergradu-
ate exhibitions in Design and Kinetic 
Imaging will be housed in the Depot 
and the Fine Arts Building.

“HERstory” by B.A.S.E. delves into real history
Ram Reverb: 

“VROOM VROOM”
BY CHARLI XCX 

JOSHUA BUCK
Contributing Writer

In pop music, there are rare 
moments when a vocalist and a 
producer create something so 
cohesive, that they become almost 
inextricable from each other. 
Macklemore and Ryan Lewis, 
Justin Timberlake and Timbaland. 
With the release of the Vroom 
Vroom EP,  Charli XCX and Sophie 
have thrown their names into the 
ring. They have also created the 
most thrilling 12 minutes of pop 
music released in 2016 so far. 

On the title track, Charli spits 
girl’s night rhymes over a slinky 
electronic bass line. The song then 
pulls off a complete reversal by 
shifting to a chorus that sounds 
like a lost 90’s Mariah Carey track, 
before shifting again to reveal a 
second, equally dissonant hook. 

The whole time, Sophie 
is sprinkling in odd sound ef-
fects that sound like they were 
pulled from a game of Bop It. On 
“Paradise,” Sophie’s PC Music 
labelmate Hannah Diamond joins 
the duo for a soaring love song 
that may have been pulled straight 
from a Dance Dance Revolu-
tion game. “Trophy” sees Charli 
delivering a blisteringly explicit 
cheerleader routine. Here, the pair 
skips a traditional chorus entirely 
and instead swaps in a cleverly 
deployed “Pulp Fiction” sample. 

The project closes with “Secret 
(Shh)”, which whispered, aggres-
sively seductive verses, and a 
jaw dropper of a hook, that sees 
Sophie layering in sirens and car 
engines, among about a half-dozen 
other samples. 

This is pop music that torches 
down rules while still being 
incredibly listenable, and it makes 
the prospect of a full length proj-
ect extremely exciting. 

in 1917 the Jews are expelled from Tel 
Aviv and Jaffa by Turkish authorities.

World-famous curators select undergraduate work

More than 600 student works were submitted to this year’s Undergraduate Juried Fine Arts Exhibition, but only 120 were selected for display at the Anderson Gallery until April 3.
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SAMUEL GOODRICH
Contributing Writer

This Saturday, hundreds of vol-
unteers will walk on campus to raise 
both money and awareness about the 
dangers of suicide and depression.

VCU’s counseling services has 
teamed up with the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
(AFSP) to host an “Out of the Dark-
ness” fundraiser walk to shed light 
on awareness initiatives and help 
students who may be struggling with 
depression.

The Out of the Darkness walk 
begins at 10 a.m. but volunteers can 
sign up until noon on the day before 
the event, April 1. Donations will 
also be accepted for the for the walk 
until June 30, 2016.

Jennifer Gerlach, one of the event 
organizers, said she is adamant about 
helping those in their darkest of 
times.

“Silence is the biggest ally for 
suicide,” Gerlach said. “It’s important 
for us to reach out to our campus 
community and raise awareness and 
support each other.”

Suicide is the second-leading 
cause of death among people aged 25 
to 34 and the third-leading cause of 
death among people aged 15 to 24. 
As a full time high school counselor, 
Gerlach said she knows how much 
of a struggle this time can be for 

students.
“We definitely want this to be 

more than just asking for money 
and then going for a walk,” Gerlach 
said. “We want it to be purposeful 
and impactful, where people can get 
some help for themselves or someone 
they care about.”

Because of this, Gerlach wanted 

to bring the fundraising event to 
VCU with the help of the school’s 
counseling services.

Out of the Darkness will include 
not only host a volunteer walk 
through the Monroe Park campus, 
but there will also be a resource fair 
on the Compass that will house stu-
dent and community services aimed 

at educating and providing resources 
for those at the university.

“People need to know that it’s 
a brave thing to get help,” Gerlach 
said. “Anything we can do to destig-
matize suicide and provide stu-
dents and our community with the 
resources they need is important.”

“Out of the Darkness” sheds light on suicide awareness, preventionVCU fine arts 
grad program 
ranks No. 2 
nationally

—continued from page 1

King took the helm of the 
sculpture department in 2015, 
following the retirement of 
Elizabeth King — who had 
been a faculty member for 
more than 30 years.

“We are always looking for 
new opportunities for our stu-
dents, seeking fresh voices to 
join our conversations,” King 
said. “I’m proud to be leading 
the way, and thrilled to have our 
hard work recognized.”

The U.S. News & World 
Report rankings are based on a 
peer assessment survey. Deans 
and other top academics at 229 
Master of Fine Arts programs in 
art and design were surveyed in 
fall 2015 by Ipsos Public Affairs.

See page 1 for VCU’s full 
U.S. News & World Report 

rankings.
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UVA Asthma and Allergic Diseases Center 

ddm9q@virginia.edu | 434.982.3510

Do You Have Asthma?

Asthma Study Participants from  

VCU Needed 


   Volunteers are needed for a study about asthma  

and the common cold. 


   You must have asthma, not smoke and be 18-40 years old. 


     Screening at UVA is in progress now and involves 2 visits  

($40 for the 1st visit; $60 for the 2nd). $30 reimbursement  

for gas mileage for VCU participants will also be provided.  

Those who qualify can participate with payment  

of up to $1,870 for completing the study. 

For more information, please contact the  

UVA Asthma and Allergic Diseases Center via  

email at ddm9q@virginia.edu or 434.982.3510. 

(HSR#12656 and 14427)

Clinical Trial | Asthma Study

ADRIEL VELAZQUEZ
Contributing Writer

Millions of Americans are fans of 
the animated tv series “Family Guy,” 
but VCU students had the oppor-
tunity to hear from one of the voice 
actors and producers of the popular 
Fox show last week. 

On March 22, Richmond-native 
Mike Henry presented in the Stu-
dent Commons theater at VCU, and 
spoke to students about growing up 
in Richmond and his experiences in 
the entertainment industry.

“Being that he is a successful 
writer and producer from Richmond 
of a show a majority of people are 
familiar with, we thought it would 
be great to show how someone from 
our area can be so successful by 
just being himself,” said Joannesse 
Veillard, the lectures chair of the 
Activities Programming Board, and 
organizer for Mike Henry’s visit to 
VCU.

Henry attended Collegiate 
School in Richmond and later 
attended Washington and Lee 
University. Henry’s brother, Patrick, 
attended the Rhode Island School 
of Design, and Henry said he would 
often act in his brother’s short films. 
It was at RISD that Henry met Seth 
MacFarlane, the creator of Family 
Guy.

A few years after Henry and 
MacFarlane graduated from RISD, 
Henry said MacFarlane contacted 
him about being a part of Family 
Guy. Henry agreed and came on as 
a writer, and would eventually go on 
to voice characters such as Herbert, 
Bruce, Consuela and Cleveland 
Brown.

Henry said the inspiration for 
Cleveland’s voice came from a 
person who he used to play basket-
ball with. In 2009, Henry partnered 
with MacFarlane and “American 
Dad!” show runner Rich Appel to 
co-create the “Family Guy” spinoff 
“The Cleveland Brown Show.” The 
show ran for 44 episodes from 2009 
until it’s cancellation in 2013.

Henry has since made a cameo 
appearance in the 2012 film “Ted” 
and 2014’s “A Million Ways to Die 
in the West.” He continues to write 

and do voice work for “Family Guy,” 
which is still enjoyed by millions of 
viewers. Henry’s work has gar-
nered him three Primetime Emmy 
nominations and one Annie Award 
nomination.

One of the reasons Veillard said 
the Activities Programing Board 
wanted Henry to speak to students 
was because so many would be 
familiar with him. 

“We invited Mike Henry because 
we wanted to reach out to a different 
community here at VCU,” Veillard 
said.

During his visit to VCU, Henry 
was open to students, their ques-
tions, and how to guide them on 
their own journey. He did voices for 
some of his characters and encour-
aged students to be themselves and 

to stress less on life and more on 
trusting their instincts and follow 
what they’re passionate about. 

Jacob Sexton is also a Richmond 
native and a freshman at VCU who 
had the opportunity to hear Henry 
speak.

“He grew up in the West End 
and talked about his experience 
growing up in Richmond, how he 
pursued his dreams and realized 
that failure is just a step to success,” 
Sexton said.

Veillard said she organized the 
event toward the beginning of the 
semester and felt it was a success 
with students.

“He went through multiple op-
portunities that just didn’t work out 
but he kept on pursuing his dream 
so that was the main point that I got 
out of it,” Sexton said.

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

Theatre VCU in collaboration 
with the Humanities Research 
Center is hosting a series of stage 
readings on the topic of HIV/AIDs.

Second year graduate student 
Ian Watson staged “Before It Hits 
Home” last Wednesday and Thurs-
day nights at the Virginia Reper-
tory Theatre. All performances in 
the series are free and open to the 
public.

“Before it Hits Home” is a na-
tional play by Cheryl L. West first 
produced at Second Stage Theatre 
in New York City in March 1992.

The reading centered on a 
black bisexual musician, Wendel, 
who finds out he is HIV positive. 
Wendel struggles going back to 
his family and figuring out how to 
relate the disease because he and his 
family aren’t on good terms after he 
left them to get a record deal.

“(Before It Hits Home) is a piece 
about judgement and unconditional 
love and the price of when what 
should be unconditional love and 
what isn’t,” Watson said. “I want 
(the audience) to take away look-
ing at the power of the piece and 
society at a whole and why this is a 
powerful piece today and timeless.”

Theatre Department Chair Ron 
Keller and Director of Graduate 
Studies Noreen Barnes collabo-
rated with the VCU Humanities 
Research Center to bring aware-
ness to HIV/AIDS through the 
stage readings. Keller and Barnes 

matched directors with plays based 
on what they thought they would 
be passionate about.

“This meant a lot to me because 
you think of HIV/AIDS now as 
pretty controlled, there’s a lot of 
medication,” Watson said. “Propor-
tionately there are more plays about 
HIV/AIDS that center on white 
rich men. I think ‘Before it Hits 
Home’ gives a platform for more 
voices to be heard. To me that’s 
really important about this play — 
letting voices be heard.”

“Before it Hits Home” is the 
only play where people of color are 

the main cast. Aside from Wen-
del’s’ lover, no one in the cast is a 
white male.

Watson said he thinks one of 
the most powerful scenes was a 

split scene where Wendel is in the 
middle and his male lover is on 
one side and female partner on the 
other.

“If you look at what’s going on 
specifically to communities of color, 
you think we have come further 
and I think we have on some fronts 
but on other fronts we are failing,” 
Watson said.

He added the stability of people 
of color in art is something he 
thinks this play emphasized.

“In the ‘90s it was ‘love the 
person, hate the disease’ and that is 
still very much the case. That has 
gotten a lot better and progressed 
but there’s still a lot of work to get 
done,” Watson said.

The VCU Wellness Center 
partners with groups on campus 
to sponsor free oral HIV testing 
several times a semester and can get 
tested any time during the semester 
for a $15 charge.

“We constantly need to work 
to remind people how important 
it is that they think about HIV/
AIDS and protect themselves and 
support their friends in protecting 
themselves,” said Director of the 
Wellness Center Linda Hancock. 
“The vast majority of people don’t 
know they have HIV when they 
first contract it, they don’t have 
symptoms for a long time.”

The last two stage readings for 
the series are “Mothers and Sons” 
on March 29 and 30 at the Rich-
mond Triangle Players Theatre and 
“The Baddest of Boys” on April 19 
and 21 at The Firehouse Theatre.

Family Guy writer speaks at VCU
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MUKTARU JALLOH
Staff Writer 

VCU’s Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, the Afrikana Film Festival 
and the Cheats Movement present-
ed the short film “The Cycle” last 
Thursday night, and celebrity guest 
Sway Calloway was in attendance.

With nearly 500 students and 
community members at the event, 
the film screening of the film was 
followed by a Q&A session with 
Calloway, a constant fixture on 
networks such as MTV and VH1, 
and actress Kaili Turner in the 
Commons Ballroom.

“‘The Cycle’ is a short film but it 
deals with the strained relationship 
between police in the community 
that we’re all from, inequality a 
cycle that has been perpetuated in 
our community for centuries since 
the days of slavery,” said Calloway, 
who is the executive producer of the 
short film.

The film, which depicts a New 
York police officer that kills an 
innocent teenager, shows both the 
perspective of the officer and the 
mother of the murdered young 
man. Turner, who plays the son’s 
mother, believes the film will not 
only spark discussion but lead to 
action as well. 

Turner’s character is an African-
American mother of one, believes 
the problem of police violence 
towards blacks is a universal issue 
for both men and women.

Her character also notes the 
importance of initiatives like 
#SayHerName, a subculture of the 
Black Lives Matter movement due 
to the fact that it provides exposure 
to the many women affected by 
police violence and brutality.

 Calloway said the film was cre-
ated to trigger a conversation and 
get people talking and asking ques-
tions and not allowing this attitude 
and mentality that we have toward 
each other to be perpetuated any 

longer.
“There are a lot of police officers 

working in fear and we’re seeing 
that through their impulsive behav-
iors and responses to people who 
may have been profiled,” Calloway 
said. “There are a lot of police of-
ficers who are just evil and crooked, 
that have a certain level of disdain 
for people in the communities they 
serve.”

After the film, Calloway and 
Turner fielded questions from the 
audience. One of the questions 
asked was if artists were going to 
start making more socially con-
scious work that speak to injustices.

Though Calloway has inter-
viewed everyone from President 
Barack Obama to JAY Z, the Sirius 
radio host of “Sway In The Morn-

ing” said he never feels out of touch 
with reality. Growing up, Calloway 
said he saw and dealt with police 
violence routinely. 

“I’ve witnessed as kids being 
roughed up at ages 9 and 10 years 
old. I’ve seen police officers really 
rough up kids in my neighborhood 
to the point where they were being 
slammed against cars and the force 
of the kid being slammed busted 
their nose.”

The radio and TV personality is 
from Oakland, California, the site 
of the murder of Oscar Grant in 
2009. The tragedy, which spawned 
the movie “Fruitvale Station” took 
place minutes away from where 
Calloway grew up.

“Initially, I didn’t think police 
brutality, I just thought ‘that’s the 

way it is’. It was just something 
we saw all the time. I don’t think 
the relationship between police 
officers and people in the com-
munity should be based on fear. 
When police officers came around, 
it was never for great reason so that 
stigma for us just kind stuck with 
us and me throughout my life.” 

When an audience member 
asked about the problem of black 
disproportionality, Sway quickly 
tied the answer to the country’s 
incarceration numbers.

“Just look at the U.S. prison 
system. What percentage do we 
make up in the country? What 
percentage do we make up in the 
prison system? The numbers don’t 
lie,” Calloway said. “Our country 
needs a therapist right now.”

VH1’s Sway Calloway screens RVA premiere 
of “The Cycle” in the VCU Student Commons

Theatre VCU brings HIV/
AIDS awareness to the stage

The next performance in the HIV/AIDS awareness series is “Mothers and Sons” on March 29-30.

Nearly 500 students and community members attended the screening featuring MTV/VH1 
celebrity guest Sway Calloway and actress Kaili Turner in the Commonwealth Ballrooms.

Proportionately there are 
more plays about HIV/
AIDS that center on white 
rich men ... ‘Before it Hits 
Home’ gives a platform 
for more voices to be 
heard. To me that’s really 
important about this 
play — letting voices be 
heard.

— IAN WATSON
DIRECTOR

He grew up in the West 
End and talked about 
his experience growing 
up in Richmond, how he 
pursued his dreams and 
realized that failure is just 
a step to success.

— JACOB SEXTON
STUDENT
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opinion — Corey Byers

Believing survivors is not limited to the awareness 
month, nor should it be limited to police. 
Supporting a survivor needs to be a societal norm.

“ “
Quote of the week

Securing patient information 
must become a higher priority
complaints in a serious manner, 
medical professionals and health 
organizations avoid accountability 
of the situations.

As a nation, we must make a 
priority of protecting a patient’s 
right to privacy and maintain-
ing strict confidentiality. The 
process of reporting complaints 
and concerns regarding HIPAA 
violations must be simplified and 
made more clear; the enforcement 
of federal law must be uniform 
across all institutions; and safe-

guards to prevent patient privacy 
breaches should be encouraged 
across the board.  

Although HIPAA was a 
groundbreaking and necessary 
piece of legislation, the rules pro-
tecting private health information 
need revision. We must consider 
a new law that recognizes the 
constantly changing nature of 
our healthcare system and devote 
more resources to investigating 
complaints. The process must be 
heavily reformed so offenders can 
be prosecuted to the fullest extent 
under the law. 

Most importantly, a culture 
change is needed with respect 
to patient privacy. We must 
talk about confidentiality and 
health information in a way that 
is accessible to all Americans. 
Through gossip sites and tab-
loid magazines, our society has 
endorsed violating the personal 
privacy to feed our curiosity.

This needs to stop; we must 
agree that confidentiality and 
the protection of health informa-
tion is a fundamental right for 
all Americans and applying this 
standard haphazardly will do 
nothing to put an end to privacy 
violations. 

—continued from page 1
Upon the grand opening of 

VCU’s multi-million dollar library 
renovation on Friday afternoon, 
March 4th, it has been noted that 
the new layout lacks easy accessi-
bility to students with disabilities. 

After having students with dis-
abilities share their impressions of 
the building Ngoc-My Guidarelli, 
a Catalog Librarian and a member 
of the VCU accessibility board, 
documented their opinions of the 
renovation. Antoine Craig, a visu-
ally impaired student at VCU, led 
her along the new layout while of-
fering insight on ways to make the 
library more user friendly to those 
who need it most. 

Craig immediately was con-
fronted with trouble upon entering 
the building. “Once he reached the 
top of the stairs, he did not know 
where to go,” stated Guidarelli, 
due to the revolving doors. She 
suggested having automatic doors 
on both sides of the main entrance, 
rather than just on one side as they 
presently are. The sound of an 
automatic door opening would be, 
“enough to alert visually impaired 
patrons that they are approaching 
an entrance,” said Guidarelli. 

The main entrance wasn’t the 
only concern, the elevator panels 
and signage alerting students of 
the staircases were below stan-
dards, according to Craig. Without 
proper signage, “Visually impaired 

students can easily open the door 
and fall down the staircase,” stated 
Guidarelli. In addition, they cannot 
read the room identification signs 
outside of the study rooms as well 
as are unable to read the buttons 
in the elevators, due to the letters 
and numbers being flat rather 
than raised. “The risks of unclear 
signage run higher than any of the 
other faults with the new renova-
tion,” said Craig’s friend Kiera. 

They ended their tour in the ac-
cessibility room, which is meant to 
serve the purpose of being easy to 
use by students with disabilities. 
Craig found this room incredibly 
difficult to navigate to due to its 
location on the opposite side of 
the building, far from the entrance. 
The accessibility room also lacks 
updated computers and doesn’t 
even have a printer, all things 
Guidarelli noted as needing to 
change. 

Guidarelli intends to bring 
these concerns to VCU’s acces-
sibility board and The Department 
of Blind and Visually Impaired, in 
order to adjust the layout, order 
proper signage and obtain technol-
ogy that will be able to serve visu-
ally impaired students.

Signed,
Chloe Stevens
MASC 203 Student

Letter to the Editor

SIONA PETEROUS
Contributing Columnist

When I first transferred to 
VCU, I consistently heard com-
plaint from students regarding 
issues with on-campus housing. 
In addition to the closing down 
of multiple dormitories due to 
construction this fall, many of 
the current upperclassmen dorms 
are being transition into housing 
exclusively for freshmen. I didn’t 

understand these complaints 
at first; yes, living on-campus 
makes for a shorter commute, 
but it’s also more expensive. The 
current average cost of rent and 
utilities in the Richmond is $483 
per person; the average yearly 
dorm cost for a 9-month lease is 
$6,582 – $731 per month – per 
student.

I soon realized, however, 
that people’s frustration were 
about more than having to live 

off-campus. They were about 
the negligence and disregard 
felt from VCU administration 
regarding the well being of their 
students. 

A few weeks ago, many up-
perclassmen who applied on time 
to on-campus housing were told 
that all dorms are full. Students 
who have lived on-campus for 
years were suddenly in a scramble 
to find living arrangements 
elsewhere.  

“They knew they were go-
ing to close down some dorms, 
therefore the number of fresh-
men coming in should’ve been 
decreased or they should’ve not 
worked on all the dorms at the 
same time,” Junior Kenya Wil-
liams said.

When it was announced that 
there are no more on-campus 
housing options available, there 
were suddenly thousands of stu-
dents who were seeking to find 

places to live off campus. I myself 
had originally planned to sign a 
lease this summer. but in the few 
days following VCU’s housing 
announcement, two of the spaces 
I was looking into for next year 
informed me that they were fill-
ing up to capacity due to a large 
amount of students suddenly 
seeking housing. 

VCU’s failure to inform stu-
dents in a timely fashion of the 
housing issues puts all students 
at a disadvantage. The university 
has expanded tremendously in 
the past couple of years, and with 
higher endowments each year, 
the growth doesn’t seem to be 
stopping anytime soon. But can 
VCU’s administration handle it?

The last minute housing no-
tices and failure to properly assist 
students who have been living in 
dorms for most of their time at 
VCU makes students and parents 
question whether or not VCU is 
actually prepared to develop the 
infrastructure needed to house 
and support the growing amount 
of students being accepting each 
year.  

On a very basic level, I am 
forced to not only question the 
ability of VCU’s ability to handle 
its volume of students, but to 
wonder whether the administra-
tion truly values the safety and 
well being of their students. 

It’s more than just housing:  
VCU students deserve accountability 
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COREY BYERS
VCU Police

“You tell me it gets better, it gets 
better in time

You say I’ ll pull myself together, 
pull it together

You’ ll be fine
Tell me what the hell do you 

know
What do you know
Tell me how the hell could you 

know
How could you know
‘Til it happens to you, you don’t 

know
How it feels…”

With lyrics from her song 
“Til It Happens to You,” Lady 
Gaga’s powerful performance 
at the 2016 Oscars gave a voice 
to sexual assault survivors and 
offered insight into the emotions 
behind being dismissed, rejected 
and minimalized.

If you’ve survived a sexual 
assault, or know a survivor, please 
know VCU Police Department 
officers start by believing those 
who come forward for help. 

Unfortunately in today’s world 
there is still a misconception 
that the vast majority of reported 
sexual assaults are false reports. 
Not at VCU. The fact is only a 
small fraction of assaults reported 

anywhere are actually false.
Last year VCU and VCU 

Police embraced the Start by Be-
lieving awareness campaign with 
other agencies across the City 
of Richmond. The premise was 
to encourage people to believe 
sexual assault survivors when 
they came forward to discuss 
their experience. (More than 900 
people at VCU signed pledges to 
Start by Believing.) 

Often, survivors will tell a 
friend, roommate or family mem-
ber about an assault before telling 
police. A person’s initial response 
to the survivor is critical.

If a survivor is met with 
blame, disbelief, judgement or 

ridicule, the chances of the per-
son reporting to law enforcement, 
or the university, may decrease. 
They may not get the medical 
attention, counseling and other 
support services they need to heal 
and successfully graduate from 
VCU.

Serial offenders cannot be held 
accountable if an assault is never 
reported and they could continue 
predatory behavior. Even if a sur-
vivor decides not to proceed with 
criminal charges, the offender’s 
name will still be on law enforce-
ment’s radar. 

Should someone close to you 
disclose an assault, please believe 
them and encourage them to get 

help. In addition to speaking to 
VCU Police officers, survivors 
can seek help from advocates in 
The Wellness Resource Center, 
from counselors at University 
Counseling Services and from 
forensic nurses at VCU Health 
and other area hospitals.

Critics would argue that 
believing a survivor implies a lack 
of impartiality by police. How-
ever, believing a survivor does not 
negate the need for an impartial, 
criminal investigation. Modern 
investigative techniques call for 
sexual assaults to be treated as 
traumatic experiences and 

VCU Police officers have 
adjusted their approach to inter-

views accordingly.
This year VCU Police is 

continuing the Start by Believing 
campaign in April. Throughout 
next month VCUPD officers 
and university partners will host 
events and share resources online, 
on VCU’s campuses and in the 
community. Events and other 
resources will be posted on the 
VCU Police Facebook and Twit-
ter pages.

Believing survivors is not 
limited to the awareness month, 
nor should it be limited to police. 
Supporting a survivor needs to be 
a societal norm.

We believe Lady Gaga would 
agree.

At VCU, we Start by Believing to empower survivors
COP CORNER

This needs to stop; 
we must agree that 
confidentiality and 
the protection of 
health information is 
a fundamental right 
for all Americans and 
applying this standard 
haphazardly will do 
nothing to put an end to 
privacy violations.

On a very basic level, I am forced to not only 
question the ability of VCU’s ability to handle its 
volume of students, but to wonder whether the 
administration truly values the safety and well 
being of their students.
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