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COREY BYERS
VCU Police Dept. 

Find a new love for the New Year? We certainly hope so. However, 
sometimes relationships don’t pan out. Sometimes when relationships end 
really, really badly, they end with us, the cops. 

Signs of abusive relationships cover the spectrum of male-female and 
LGBTQ+ relationships. It’s helpful to know what behaviors cross the line 
of being appropriate, and in some cases, what behaviors are illegal.

Controlling behavior can evolve into abusive behavior. If you have ques-
tions about potentially illegal behavior by a partner, call VCU Police Cpl. 
Tricia Mozingo at (804) 828-6356 or e-mail her at tlmozingo@vcu.edu.

Legal love vs. illegal love

Verbal / emotional abuse: Name-calling 
and insults. An abuser insults the victim’s 
physical appearance and/or intelligence. 
They may say, “you will have to stay with 
me because no one else will want you,” or 
“if you leave me, I’ll kill myself.”

To say that you want 
to kill yourself could 
warrant a visit from 
police and mental 
health professionals. 

Isolation / possessiveness: A partner 
keeps you away from friends and family, 
even for special occasions such as birthdays. 
An abuser will make a victim feel guilty for 
wanting to spend time with others. They 
may want to pick you up at class every day 
or make you feel guilty for simply talking to 
other people.

If your partner 
physically keeps 
you from leaving 
your residence, they 
could be arrested for 
abduction.

Obsessive behavior: Text messages are 
a form of communication that’s a quick 
way for abusers to keep tabs on a victim. 
Abusers may text at all hours of the day 
and night to see if the victim responds or to 
check on the victim’s location. If you don’t 
respond – they may go looking for you. 

Depending on the 
circumstances, what 
could be seen as 
annoying behaviors 
could actually be 
considered stalking 
— which is illegal.  

Controlling patterns: The abusive partner 
wants to call all the shots. They tell you 
where to be and when to be there. This 
person gets jealous very easily. They 
may not want to go to a bar, club or party 
because they “can’t handle it” when other 
people give you attention. 

While this is not 
illegal, the behavior 
is definitely a red flag 
and can lead to more 
serious incidents.

Financial abuse: In college, victims may lend 
their abuser large sums of money ($500+). 
Instead of the abuser paying it back, they 
hold it over the victim’s head to keep that 
connection. The abuser says, “oh, I’ll pay you 
back after tax season,” or “I’ll pay you when 
my financial aid check comes in.”

Not paying someone 
back on a loan can 
lead to a civil lawsuit. 

Physical/sexual abuse: Shoving and 
pushing are the starting points. This can 
get worse over time and builds up to more 
violent acts such as choking, punching, 
hitting and threating to — or actually using 
— knives or other weapons. 

This can get you 
locked up. A person 
can be charged 
criminally for 
assault and battery, 
malicious wounding 
or sexual offenses. 

BEHAVIORS CONSEQUENCES

COP CORNER

FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor

VCU Business services 
unveiled the redesigned 
Starbucks in Cabell 
Library on Friday and it’s 
bigger — or grande, in 
coffee size parlance.

—continued on page 7

Renovated library Starbucks 
almost triples in size

BRYANT DRAYTON
Sports Editor

Don’t shoot … no, don’t shoot 
that — swish. 

I constantly find myself mut-
tering this sentiment as I watch 
Melvin Johnson and JeQuan Lewis 
pull up from the parking lot. I say 
those words in absolute disgust ev-
ery time — waving my arms in the 
air telling them to be patient and 
work the ball around as if they can 
actually hear me, or would even 
care to. 

But after watching the ball go 
through the hoop, I quickly take 
it all back and nod my head in ap-
proval at the two players primed for 
the big moment — a moment this 
team has thrived off of this season.

Still, I have mixed emotions. 
The lack of consistency makes it 

hard to fully understand the worth 
of this 2015-16 men’s basketball 
team. The boys are in first place in 
the Atlantic 10 Conference, pos-
sessing 21 wins with two games 
remaining in the regular season of 
a year that was supposed to see pro-
duction drop. 

This was the year all of Shaka’s 
recruits decided to back out of their 
commitments, leaving the program 
in flux and making HAVOC fans 
wonder who could add the much-
needed depth a basketball team 
needs. This was the year when 
Justin Tillman fully embodied his 
male machismo and dyed his hair 
VCU gold — better than Breezy’s 
blonde, but I digress.

VCU’s team is hard to define at 
the moment, but everything will 
come to light in the coming weeks. 

After the huge road-win against 
George Washington Saturday, 

Who got next?

PRESS BOX

Sen. Marco Rubio addresses the crowd at Richmond area’s James River high school on Sunday, just 48 hours before Super Tuesday.

Rubio rallies in Midlothian 
hours before primary vote
ANDREW CRIDER 
Print News Editor

Republican presidential hopeful and 
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio spoke at James 
River High School in Midlothian 48 hours 
before the Virginia primary on Tuesday.

Rubio, who is currently in third place 
among Republican candidates behind real-
estate mogul Donald Trump and Texas Sen. 
Ted Cruz, made four stops in Virginia on 
Sunday. When not discussing his rivals, Ru-
bio, advocated conservative values with the 
economy, energy and health care.

Rubio denounced Vermont Sen. and 
Democratic hopeful Bernie Sanders’ self-
prescribed title as a democratic socialist 
and stated former Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton lied to the families of four Ameri-
cans who died in the 2012 attack on the 
Benghazi consulate in Libya.

“Our principles of conservatism work 
better today than they ever have before,” 
Rubio told the crowd in Midlothian, “If you 
want to live in a socialist country move to a 
socialist country.”

In his speech, Rubio also called rival can-
didate and real estate mogul Donald Trump 
a “con artist” who had sent American jobs 
overseas to China, employed illegal immi-
grants and failed to condemn the Ku Klux 
Klan at one of his rallies. Rubio stated there 
is “no room” in the GOP for radical groups.

Trump was the reason why some Virgin-
ians attended the Rubio rally on Sunday.

Michael McCord, a disabled Vietnam 
veteran and undecided voter, said he at-
tended the rally to support Rubio, because 
he wants to make sure Trump does not get 
the nomination.
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—continued on page   8

Stress culture endangers students

—continued on page 10
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JUSTIN JOSEPH 
Contributing Columnist

With dogged determination, 
we pursue, as students, our warped 
interpretation of the American 
dream and strive for excellence. 

Some students may not take 
their education seriously, but the 
vast majority push themselves 
to the limit. Some seek to reach 
their limit by exceeding the 
expectations set by society or 
their families. Such determina-
tion is admirable, but the stress 
that these students experience on 
a constant basis endangers their 
emotional and physical health.   

Pushed to excel in all areas, 
overachieving students take on 
more responsibilities than they 
can handle: nineteen-credit 
semesters, one or even two jobs, 
leadership positions in various 
organizations and participating 
in other academic and service 
commitments. This is in addition 
to the active social and personal 
lives that most young adults 
enjoy. Seeing peers maintain a 
heavy course load and apparently 
thrive under pressure increase 
the pressure on other students to 

do the same.
Young adults push them-

selves to accomplish more than 
what is humanly possible in 
pursuit of landing a “good” job. 
These demands may be sustain-
able in the short term, but the 
student will feel stressed and 
overworked by the middle of 
any given semester. At this 
point, students are left with a 
handful of undesirable options. 

One choice is to sacrifice so-
cial and personal pleasures for the 
sake of their other commitments. 
From the moment the student 
wakes until the moment they 
sleep, this group of students work 
themselves to the bone, trying to 
meet a long list of deadlines and 
responsibilities that never seem 
to end. These students are able to 
meet their commitments and take 
care of personal health, but they 
are unable to develop a social 
network or enjoy opportunities to 
decrease stress. 

A more popular option is to 
sacrifice sleep and health in order 
to cope with academic, work and 
personal demands. Maintain-
ing an active social life and a very 
loaded schedule leads to multiple 

all-nighters in a row. Mealtimes 
are more of an afterthought, with 
little attention paid to maintaining 
a healthy diet. Sleep becomes a lux-
ury instead of a basic physiological 
need, and a student’s performance 
and mental health deteriorates as a 
result. Caffeine and energy drinks 
become extremely popular. Even 
addictive substances like unpre-
scribed Adderall are in abun-
dance, with researchers from the 
University of Kentucky finding 

OPINION

Super
Tuesday
crash
course
ALEXANDRA JOHNSON
Contributing Writer 

Super Tuesday is tomor-
row. Are you ready?  
Thirteen states will hold  
primaries on March 1,  
including Virginia.

So what? A recent NPR 
article states Virginia as No. 
7 of the top 10 states where 
young people could poten-
tially sway the vote. If you 
are registered but don’t know 
your polling place, you can 
text “VA” to 82623 to find 
out where you need to go. 
Remember to bring a govern-
ment issued or student ID 
with you on Tuesday.

Who’s still running for the 
GOP? Donald Trump has built 
serious momentum after 
consecutive wins in New 
Hampshire, South Carolina 
and Nevada. A recent CNU 
poll indicates he may win 
Virginia this Tuesday as well. 
Nationally, Trump is favored to 
win eight out of 12 available 
primaries Tuesday, according 
to polling data collected by 
Real Clear Politics.

What about Clinton and 
Sanders? Hillary Clinton is 
facing a similar opportunity. 
Clinton’s claimed victory over 
rival Sen. Bernie Sanders in 
Saturday’s South Carolina pri-
mary vote, although the exact 
allocation of delegates is still 
being processed. Clinton is 
slated to win another 10 of 
the 12 Super Tuesday states, 
which would leave Sanders 
with a lot of difficult ground to 
reclaim for the nomination.
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news
briefs

In this section:
Super Tuesday. Express bus. 
Candidates visit. Police FOIA. 
Prison costs. State budget.

FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor

VCU is launching an express 
bus route between the Monroe 
Park and MCV campuses today 
in response to concerns about long 
waits and packed buses.

The new express bus will run 
exclusively between the Cabell Li-
brary on the Monroe Park campus 
and the Larrick Student Center 
and Sanger Hall on the medical 
campus Mondays through Fridays 
from 7:30 a.m. until 6 p.m.

“As needs arise and are voiced, 
it is critical that (Parking and 
Transportation) takes steps to 
meet the growth in demand,” 
said Algappan Subramanian, the 
interim director of VCU Parking 
and Transportation.

The university stated the express 
buses will use a separate route from 
the VCU campus connector buses, 
and anticipates the bus will stop at 
each location within 20 minutes, 
depending on traffic. Currently, the 
campus connector provides approx-
imately 700,000 rides annually and 
has an average of about 25 min. per 
stop, according to the university.

“We’re excited to launch the ex-
press route to better meet the needs 
of our students through quicker, 
more direct service between cam-
puses,” Subramanian said.

Craig Willingham, the fleet and 
interim transportation manager at 
VCU Parking and Transportation 
told VCU News that should his 
department find the new system 
is successful, the express buses 
may be expanded to accommodate 
more passengers.

Sarah Kilmon, the senate vice-

chair of the Monroe Park Campus 
SGA said the SGA supports the 
new addition because it will allow 
students to cross campuses faster 
and cut their chances of being tardy 
for class, but said the SGA contin-

ues to push for additional measures.
“With residence halls being built 

further away from core campus and 
the shortage of on-campus hous-
ing next year, we should be looking 
into expanding the bus program to 

accommodate areas the opposite 
direction of MCV,” Kilmon said.

Kilmon contended that while 
the SGA does feel the new express 
system is an improvement, there is 
still work to be done concerning 

VCU transportation.
Students will be able to track 

the express bus in real time on vcu.
transloc.com or on the VCU mo-
bile app.

NATIONAL

CDC: Zika infections confirmed in 9 
pregnant women in US 

Zika infections have been confirmed in 
nine pregnant women in the United States, 
including one who gave birth to a baby with 
a rare birth defect, health officials said Fri-
day.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said it’s investigating 10 more 
reports of pregnant travelers with Zika. 
All got the virus while visiting or living in 
places with Zika outbreaks.

Also on Friday, the CDC issued a cau-
tion to people planning to attend the Olym-
pics this summer in Rio de Janeiro.

Brief by the Associated Press

CEO Tim Cook defends Apple’s resis-
tance in FBI iPhone case 

Apple CEO Tim Cook got a standing 
ovation Friday at his first stockholder meet-
ing since his company’s epic clash with the 
FBI unfolded. He defended the company’s 
unbending stance by saying: “These are the 
right things to do.”

On Thursday, the tech giant formally 
challenged a court order to help the FBI 
unlock an encrypted iPhone used by a mur-
derous extremist in San Bernardino, Cali-
fornia.

Federal officials have said they’re only 
asking for narrow assistance in bypassing 
some of the phone’s security features. 

Florida’s 24-hour abortion waiting pe-
riod to take effect 

Abortion opponents hailed an appeals 
court decision Friday that allows the state 
to begin enforcing a law requiring women 
to wait 24 hours before getting an abortion, 
while a group suing to overturn the law 
vowed to keep fighting.

Florida’s 1st District Court of Appeal 
lifted an injunction that blocked the wait-
ing period from taking effect. The three-
judge panel said opponents failed to prove 
the law would create irreparable harm or 
that the lawsuit filed by the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Florida on behalf of a 
Gainesville abortion provider is likely to 
succeed.

Brief by the Associated Press

LOCAL

Prosecutor: Police shooting of man 
with shotgun justified 

A Virginia prosecutor announced Friday 
that the fatal police shooting of a 23-year-
old Newport News man who was carrying a 
sawed-off shotgun was justified.

Newport News Commonwealth’s At-
torney Howard Gwynn released the results 
of a seven-month investigation into the fa-
tal shooting of Kawanza Beaty on July 4, 
finding that Detective Randy Gibson Jr. 
had a reasonable belief that “Beaty posed an 
imminent threat of serious physical harm to 
himself ” and Sgt. Michael Sinclair.

The incident began as officers investi-
gated a report that Beaty had a sawed-off 
shotgun, which is illegal in Virginia, ac-
cording to the report. After a foot chase, 
the report states.

Brief by the Associated Press

Appeals court puts Virginia execution 
on hold 

A federal appeals court has put an ex-
ecution scheduled for a man convicted of 
killing a family of four hold until the U.S. 
Supreme Court can decide whether to in-
tervene.

WBBT-TV reports that the Fourth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals filed an order on Fri-
day stopping the execution of Ricky Gray, 
which was scheduled for March 16.

Gray was convicted in the 2006 stab-
bing and bludgeoning deaths of 49-year-old 
Bryan Harvey, 39-year-old Kathryn Har-
vey and their daughters, 9-year-old Stella 
and 4-year-old Ruby. Bryan Harvey was a 
well-known Richmond musician, and his 
wife was co-owner of a toy store.

Brief by the Associated Press

River protection group challenges 
coal ash water discharge 

The Potomac Riverkeeper Network filed 
a legal challenge Friday to reverse state en-
vironmental officials’ approval of a permit 
allowing the discharge of millions of gal-
lons of treated coal ash wastewater into 
Quantico Creek and the Potomac River.

The lawsuit filed by the Southern Envi-
ronmental Law Center names the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality, 
which issued the discharge permit to Do-
minion Virginia Power. The release involves 
the so-called dewatering of coal ash im-
poundments at Dominion’s Possum Point 
Power Station.

The action filed in Richmond Circuit 
Court argues that the DEQ and its Water 
Control Board modified a permit in a way 
that violates the federal Clean Water Act. 
In its complaint, the SELC said the release 
of the wastewater containing heavy metals 
could impair the spawning of striped bass 
and other aquatic life.

Brief by the Associated Press

VCU launches express campus connector bus

ANDREW CRIDER
Print News Editor

VCU students will have ac-
cess to puppies, C-SPAN, 
games, prizes, live music by 
student band “Shy, Low” and 
polling places on Virginia’s 
presidential primary voting day 
-- Tuesday, March 1.

The political science depart-
ment is hosting the VCU 2016 
Super Tuesday Election Day 
Festival, which will begin at 9 
a.m. in the student commons.

The event will feature voter 

registration and caravans to poll-
ing places. Political news net-
work C-SPAN will be sending 
a bus to participate in the event.

“The Super Tuesday Election 
Day Festival is a way to remind 
students to get out and vote in 
the presidential primary that 
day,” said political science pro-
fessor and event organizer Alex-
andra Reckendorf.

Reckendorf said students 
will not be able to vote at the 
event, but a mock election will 
take place.

Various campaigns will also 

be hosting booths with voting 
information for students.

VCU organization Students 
for Bernie will be providing at-
tendees with transportation to 
their local polling places as well.

“By driving students to vote 
round the clock, we want to 
make it as easy and quick as pos-
sible for students to take a break 
from their routine to go vote,” 
said Students for Bernie presi-
dent Caroline Butler.

The caravan, which will oper-
ate from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m., is 
free and available to the public.

Political science honor society 
Pi Sigma Alpha is partnering 
with New Virginia Majority, a 
voter registration organization, 
to register and educate voters at 
the Super Tuesday event.

“We at the political honor so-
ciety want to do our part to get 
people involved in politics,” said 
Pi Sigma Alpha president Taylor 
Combs. “The primaries are a big 
deal this year.“

Students in Poli391: Political 
Campaigns & Communication 
will also be volunteering during 
the event.

“The event itself is non-parti-
san. We are interested in getting 
students to vote; we are not in-
terested in persuading them who 
to vote for,” Reckendorf said. 
“Hopefully this event will get 
students excited to participate in 
the democratic process.”

The Richmond SPCA will be 
in attendance and raising aware-
ness for pet adoption.

Dogs from the shelter will 
help predict the winner of the 
primaries by racing to bowls of 
food with each candidate’s name 
on it.

C-SPAN, Richmond SPCA will attend tomorrow’s 
Super Tuesday Election Day Festival

The new express bus, which begins operating today, is expected to ride and wait times between Monroe Park and MCV.

SUPER TUESDAY  
ELECTION DAY  
FESTIVAL

MARCH 1 
STUDENT COMMONS
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

Sponsored by the Political Science department

Snacks
Games & Trivia
Photo ops
Live music 12 – 1 p.m.
SPCA pet adoption 1:30 – 3:30 pm*

You do not have to vote to 
attend this event

Voting does not occur at the 
festival. You must go to your 
specific polling location to vote

Post event pics on Twitter and 
use #VCUvotes2016 to enter 
prize drawing

There will be...

* 
time subject to 
change
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ADVERTISEMENT

what’s happening
program details, rates, and locations at recsports.vcu.edu 

/recsportsvcu/VCURecSports

vcurecsports.
tumblr.com/recsportsvcu

/vcu_recsports/VCURecSports

wp.vcu.edu/
recsports/

VCU RecSports
ios/android app 

ARC FA/CPR/AED
Recertification Course
[Mar 16 register by 3/11]

Lifeguard recertification 
[Mar 19 – 20 register by 3/18]

ARC FA/CPR/AED
Certification Course
[3/23 & 24 register by 3/18]

Spring Break Trip to Utah
[Mar 5 – 11 Cost: $450]

Day Hike
[Mar 20 register by 3/15]

Principles of Self Defense  
[Feb 29]

Intramurals 
[Registration thru 3/13]

U.S. Master’s Swimming 
[registration ongoing ]

Adult Swim Lessons  
Session 2: Feb 29 – April 4
[register 2/15 – 2/26 ]

Adult Private & 
Buddy Swim Lessons 
[registration ongoing ]

MEGAN CORSANO
Contributing Writer

Both chambers of the Virginia 
General Assembly released their 
proposed amendments to Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe’s state budget 
last week, and focused heavily 
on further increasing funding for 
public schools.

McAuliffe’s proposed budget 
released in December and includ-
ed 10 amendments to the current 
budget. The amendments aimed 
to increase general fund spending 
by $229.8 million, although the 
most notable increase aimed to 
expand Medicaid.

The Republican-controlled 
senate proposed a more conserva-
tive budget that includes a 2 per-
cent teacher salary increase, effec-
tive Dec. 2016.

The House budget also includ-
ed an additional $237.1 million to 
keep tuition at public universities 
from increasing more than 3 per-
cent a year.

“When I released my budget 
late last year, I urged the General 
Assembly to work with me on a 
spending plan that is balanced, 
conservative and strategic about 
the investments we need to build 
a new Virginia economy,” McAu-
liffe said in a statement.

Sen. Steve Newman, R-Stuart, 
said in a statement that the in-
creased K-12 public funding should 
give schools more flexibility.

The Senate accepted the gover-
nor’s proposed allocation of $48.2 
for need-based undergraduate fi-
nancial aid and adds an additional 
$10.1 million for graduate finan-
cial aid.

“I am pleased that these pro-
posals include historic funding 
for Virginia’s education system 
and build on the well-deserved 
pay raise for our hard working 
state employees that I included in 
my introduced budget,” McAu-
liffe said.

The governor said he and his 
staff would review the proposals 
in detail in the coming days.

The Senate’s proposal, exclud-
ing the general fund spending 
that would be reduced by revers-
ing Medicaid spending, includes 
an additional increase of $20.1 
million more than McAuliffe’s 
proposal for the Dept. of Health 
and Human Resources. 

“I am optimistic that we will 
reach a bipartisan consensus,” 
McAuliffe said.

MARCH 1 
STUDENT COMMONS
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

JOE JOHNSON
Contributing Writer

Despite tornado warnings and 
heavy rainfall in Virginia, president 
Bill Clinton campaigned for his wife 
and presidential hopeful Hillary 
Clinton at Richmond’s historic Hip-
podrome Theatre last Wednesday.

The rally, which was publicly 
announced by the Clinton cam-
paign a day in advance, was part 
of a series of Virginia rallies head-
lined by the former president as he 
continues to represent his wife in 
rallies and other campaign events 
across the country.

Bill Clinton addressed a variety 
of political issues including health 
care, gender equality, racial dis-
crimination and his wife’s stance 
on gun control.

“But I mean this is nuts folks, 90 
percent of us know that it’s crazy to 
be selling guns to felons and stalkers 
and domestic abusers,” Clinton said.

The former president also re-
marked on the cost of college edu-
cation, citing Hillary Clinton’s col-
lege affordability plan.

“Your college education is a 50 
year asset,” Clinton said. “It’s the 
only loan you can’t refinance.”

Freshmen international studies 
major Carrie Hamilton and po-
litical science major Sven Philipsen 
attended the rally and said college 
debt was an issue of particular im-
portance in the upcoming election.

“I think it’s ridiculous how ex-
pensive school is and how it’s im-
possible to refinance loans,” Ham-
ilton said. “Working a minimum 
wage job, I just can’t do it. I’m al-
ready working weekends and now 
trying to find a second job just to 
pay for school.”

Hamilton and Philipsen both 
said they recently transferred to 
VCU, partially due to the high 
costs of education elsewhere.

“The issue of refinancing loans 
and making quality public educa-
tion affordable for people is a big 
deal,” Philipsen said.

Pouring rain pelted rally attend-
ees as they waited in line to hear 
the former president campaign for 
his wife just six days before Vir-
ginia’s primary.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe was 
scheduled to speak at the rally but 
chose to skip the event to moni-
tor the storm, which hit central 
Virginia in the evening and took 
seven lives, according to the Asso-

ciated Press.
Despite the inconvenient 

weather, the rally was at full capac-
ity with bass-thumping pop music 
and a bustling crowd.

“It was an atmosphere that was 
welcoming to everyone — the 
young people, the older people, ev-
eryone,” said sophomore Ryan Car-
roll. “I thought it was great.”

Hillary Clinton beat opponent 
Sen. Bernie Sanders by nearly 
five percent of the popular vote in 
the Nevada caucus on Feb. 20 af-
ter Sanders claimed victory in the 
Feb. 9 New Hampshire primary 
by nearly 22 percent of the popular 
vote. In Iowa, Clinton beat Sand-
ers by a razor-thin margin in the 
Feb. 1 Iowa primary, which CNN 
claimed a “tie.”

The candidates face the South 
Carolina primary on Feb. 27 next, 
followed by the “Super Tuesday” 
primaries on March 1, which in-
cludes the Virginia primary.

Clinton leads Sanders in Virgin-
ia by 12 percent according to a poll 
which was released on Feb. 16 by 
the Wason Center for Public Policy 
at Christopher Newport University.

Locals brave tornado warnings 
for Clinton’s downtown visit

MARGARET CARMEL
Multimedia Editor

After nearly an hour of debate, 
a legislative panel killed a bill that 
would have exempted law enforce-
ment officers’ names and training 
records from the Virginia Freedom 
of Information Act.

A subcommittee of the House 
General Laws Committee tabled 
Senate Bill 552 for the General As-
sembly’s current session. State offi-
cials plan to study the issue as part 
of a review of the state’s FOIA law.

FOIA allows any citizen to gain 
access to government documents, 
including names and salaries of 
public employees. Currently, per-
sonal information such as health 
records, home addresses, Social Se-
curity numbers and bank account 
information is exempt.

SB 552, proposed by Sen. John 
Cosgrove, R-Chesapeake, would 
have exempted the names and 
other information about police of-
ficers as well. Cosgrove said his 
measure sought to protect law en-
forcement officers.

“Once this information is re-
ceived by a media outlet, a lawyer 
or anybody, there’s no control-
ling that information anymore,” 
Cosgrove told the subcommittee. 
“Anybody can FOIA information. 
It can even be the council of MS-
13,” or Mara Salvatrucha, a notori-
ous criminal gang.

Speaking on the behalf of the 
Virginia Press Association, attor-
ney Craig T. Merritt stressed the 
importance of transparency and 
emphasized the safeguards in ex-
isting law to protect police officers.

“The express purpose of this bill 
is to take away names produced in 
bulk – to take away the ability for 
the public to associate with indi-
vidual officers with the information 
that you can get everybody else,” 
Merritt said. “If you take all of the 

names out of the database, you can’t 
tell what a particular officer’s posi-
tion is or what they’re being paid.”

Current Virginia law already ex-
empts the identities of undercover 
officers, mobile phone numbers and 
tactical plans from FOIA.

Several high-ranking law en-
forcement administrators and of-
ficers came to speak in support of 
the bill. Kevin Carroll, president 
of the Virginia Fraternal Order of 
Police of Virginia, expressed con-
cerns about someone using FOIA 
to get a database of officers’ names 
digitally in bulk and then posting it 
on the Internet.

“I agree the public has a right to 
know who their police officers are,” 
Carroll said. “My concern goes be-
yond Chesterfield County. This is 
the World Wide Web when this 
stuff gets posted.”

Carroll described several un-
solved shooting deaths of off-duty 
police officers – all assumed to be 
in retaliation for arresting or testi-
fying against gang members. But 
Merritt said FOIA wasn’t involved 
in such incidents.

“One thing we know for sure is, 
it could not have been because of a 
FOIA request, because had there 
been a FOIA request, there would 
have been a record,” Merritt said. 
“The idea that people would use 
FOIA to accomplish that outcome 
and identify themselves doesn’t 
make a whole lot of sense.”

M. Wayne Huggins of the Vir-
ginia State Police Association cited 
the need to protect law enforce-
ment officers from new threats, 
both international and domestic.

“I never thought I would see the 
day when a terrorist attack in Paris, 
France, would cause police officers 
in Virginia to be threatened,” Hug-
gins said. “I also never thought I 
would see the day when Ameri-
can citizens marched in the street 
chanting for dead cops.”

Committee tables bill exempting 
police officers’ from FOIA

Lawmakers propose teacher pay raises, 
curbing tuition hikes in state budget

SARAH KING
Executive Editor

Most Virginians agree that the 
prison population costs too much 
money, according to a recent poll 
by the Charles Koch Institute, an 
educational public-policy organi-
zation, and Prison Fellowship, a 
Christian nonprofit that advocates 
for criminal justice reform.

On Wednesday, the two 
groups hosted a panel of experts to 
discuss the poll results and fiscally 
responsible ways to both reform 
the prison system and make com-
munities safer.

“In Virginia, there are actions 
that can be taken in the short run 
to dramatically improve our cur-
rent justice system,” said Vikrant 
Reddy, senior research fellow at the 
Koch Institute. “We can improve 
public safety, reduce costs and re-
spect each individual’s dignity.”

According to the poll:
–36 percent of Virginians rate 
criminal justice reform among 
the top five issues most important 
to them.
–75 percent agree or strongly 
agree that the prison population is 
costing too much money.
–80 percent believe people with 
felony records should have the 
right to get work certification li-
censes after their release.
–80 percent agree that the theft 
of $200 of goods from a retail 
store should be a misdemeanor 
offense (not a felony, as under 
current law).
–By a 3-to-1 margin (64 percent 
to 21 percent), Virginians support 
reinstating a parole system.
-Self-described conservative or 
very conservative Virginians 
support reinstating parole by a 
2-to-1 margin.

Virginia Secretary of Educa-
tion Anne Holton and Secre-
tary of Public Safety Brian Mo-

ran were among the attendees at 
Wednesday’s panel.

“We’ve been working on these 
issues since we took office with 
Gov. (Terry) McAuliffe,” Mo-
ran said. “We’ve had a number of 
legislation before the General As-
sembly, and the governor appoint-
ed a parole review commission.”

The discussion was moder-
ated by Christian Braunlich, vice 
president of the Thomas Jefferson 
Institute for Public Policy, a for-
mer member of the Fairfax School 
Board and a past president of the 
Virginia Board of Education.

“For a long time, criminal jus-
tice reform was considered some-
thing center-left, but recently 
there’s been some morphing on 
this issue,” Braunlich said as he 
opened the panel discussion. “Why 
are conservatives shifting, and how 
did Ken Cuccinelli and the ACLU 
end up in bed together?”

Braunlich’s question garnered 
laughs around the room, but Joe 
Luppino-Esposito had a straight-
forward answer.

“A lot of these ideas are based 
on civil liberties and public safety, 
which are issues I don’t think any-
one’s going to oppose,” said Lup-
pino-Esposito, a policy analyst for 
the conservative criminal justice 
initiative Right on Crime.

Luppino-Esposito pointed at 
the 75 percent recidivism rate 

among juvenile offenders at the 
cost of $150,000 per juvenile.

“The ‘tough on crime’ rhetoric 
doesn’t work anymore,” Luppino-
Esposito said.

Eric Alston, the senior pol-
icy and research analyst for the 
Charles Koch Institute, agreed. 
He cited the added difficulties 
of re-entry into society when job 
opportunities are scarce follow-
ing a conviction.

“There’s a startling consensus 
for the need for reform on this is-
sue,” Alston said. “There are 854 
collateral consequences for a con-
viction in Virginia,” Alston said. 
“For felons alone, there are 404 
collateral consequences – 404 
routes of opportunity that are 
now closed.”

Alston said that he’s not sug-
gesting the elimination of all col-
lateral consequences but that the 
number of them severely limits an 
individual’s ability to secure gain-
ful employment.

“I’m not going to want to invest 
with someone convicted of a ponzi 

scheme, but 404 things you gener-
ally can’t do? That’s a driving force 
behind recidivism,” Alston said.

Craig DeRoche, senior vice 
president for advocacy and public 
policy at Prison Fellowship, re-
ferred to the 75 percent recidivism 
rate among juveniles as a “failure 
rate” and stressed the importance 
of smaller, more accountable fa-
cilities to rehabilitate offenders.

“This is a values discussion,” 
DeRoche said. “Money is a val-
ue, but more importantly is the 
value of human life. These poll-
ing results tell us that the com-
monwealth has an appetite for a 
system of criminal justice that 
truly restores.”

Martin Brown, former com-
missioner for the Virginia De-
partment of Social Services and 
special advisor to the governor, 
said services must be more fam-
ily-oriented and help offenders 
transition back into living their 
best lives.

“Fathers, in particular,” Brown 
said. “There are things I would do 
for my daughters I would never do 
for myself. And incarcerated indi-
viduals are no different.”

Brown said it is important to 
reform the corrections system so it 
respects both the perpetrators and 
victims of crime.

“The state gets everything they 
can out of the offender,” Brown 
said. “Often, the victim is looking 
for a restorative process while the 
state plays this kabuki dance.”

The Koch Institute and Prison 
Fellowship poll was conducted by 
Survey Sampling International in 
December. All participants were 
Virginia residents and were sur-
veyed by use of an opt-in Web-
based panel. The survey had 1,000 
total respondents with a margin of 
error of 4 percentage points.

Poll: Most Virginians think prisons cost too much

There’s a startling 
consensus for the 
need for reform on 
this issue.

—ERIC ALSTON
SENIOR POLICY, RESEARCH ANALYST

THE CHARLES KOCH INSTITUTE 

36 percent
of Virginians rate  
criminal justice reform as 
either their top issue or 
one of their top five

75 percent 
of Virginians agree or 
strongly agree the prison 
population is costing  
too much money

80 percent 
of Virginians believe 
people with felony records 
should have the right  
to get work certification 
licenses after their release

CHARLES KOCH INSTITUTE AND PRISON FELLOWSHIP

BY THE NUMBERS

Former President Bill Clinton campaigned for his wife and Democratic hopeful, Hillary, at a 
rally in Richmond last Wednesday at the historic Hippodrome Theatre.
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ADVERTISEMENT

ANDREW CRIDER
Print News Editor

Republican presidential hopeful 
Gov. John Kasich made a campaign 
stop at VCU last Monday night, 
eight days before tomorrow’s pri-
mary election in Virginia.

The Ohio governor, who is in 
last place among the remaining 
GOP candidates in Virginia ac-
cording to a poll by Christopher 
Newport University, took several 
questions from members of an at 
capacity audience at the Baruch 
Auditorium in the medical campus’ 
Egyptian Building.

Kasich discussed a variety of 
topics including social security re-
form, the national debt and student 
debt, a topic which was introduced 
by a medical student who said she 
would graduate from university 
with over $200,000 of debt. 

“You think I’m going to say 
that’s fair,” Kasich replied as he al-
luded to his solutions for alleviating 
student debt.

“Of course we should bring 
banks in now to compete with bet-
ter deals. I think employers, hospi-
tals should be offering to pay down 
debt as a recruiting tool,” he said.

Kasich pivoted away from stu-
dent debt to talk about the national 

debt. A debt clock had been set up 
on the stage during the town hall. 

“Folks we are going to haft to do 
something about this debt, I don’t 
know what it is yet,” Kasich said. 
“If you are business and you do not 
change, you die. If you are in gov-
ernment and you do not change you 
push upon your people $19 trillion 
in debt.”

One of the evening’s most no-
table moments came when Kasich 
was asked a question regarding 
mental health by a woman who said 
she had five family members fall 
victim to suicide after struggling 
with mental health issues.

“I have no idea what to say to 
you,” Kasich said. “How are you 
standing?”

Kasich did not specify a policy 
outline for mental health treatment 
on a national level. However, he 
promised to address the issue with 
reforms in his home state of Ohio. 

“The issue of depression is real, 
and if it isn’t visiting your family, 
get on your knees and thank god 
it’s not,” Kasich said.

A group of protesters, including 
some students at VCU, gathered 
outside the event and held signs 
indicating they “left the kitchen to 
come to this protest.” 

Earlier on Monday, at a rally at 

George Mason University, Kasich 
sparked controversy when he said 
“many women left their kitchens to 
go out and to go door to door to put 
up yard signs for me.” The governor 
later apologized for the comment 
on CNN.

Among the protesters pres-
ent at Kasich’s event was sopho-
more Laura Bryant, who called 
Kasich’s statement “derogatory 
toward women,” and said the gov-
ernor’s record on women’s health 
issues in his home state of Ohio 
was “abysmal.”

Kasich’s state party chairman 
for Virginia, Tom Davis, said the 
governor’s quote was taken out of 
context by the protesters.

“They are saying something that 
they think he said this morning at 
the event in George Mason and it’s 
not remotely what he said,” Davis 
said. “They are totally uninformed 
and they’re just out there trying to 
create a problem.”

Both Kasich and Davis men-
tioned the VCU men’s basketball 
team as part of the reason why the 
campaign came back to Richmond. 

“We wanted to come to come to 
VCU because he loves the basket-
ball team,” Davis. “He knows all 
about them.”

GOP candidate Kasich holds town hall at VCU
Ohio Gov. John Kasich speaks at the VCU Medical campus last Monday.
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Rubio rallies in Midlothian 
hours before primary vote

“Mr. Trump turned me off 
when he went after John Mc-
Cain,” McCord said, adding, “I 
didn’t like the way he made fun of 
people that are disabled.”

Rubio spoke with McCord be-
fore the rally; two weeks ago, Mc-
Cord said he was diagnosed with 
two life threatening aneurysms 
and has been having trouble re-
ceiving treatment from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, the 
federal agency tasked with provid-
ing members of the armed services 
with healthcare and other services 
after they leave the military.

“I feel like I should have the 
opportunity to go in and be oper-
ated on and fixed,” McCord said. 
“If my aneurysms burst I have less 
than 5 percent chance of living.”

Instead, McCord said he was 
told his aneurysms are not big 
enough to justify an operation, and 
according to the veteran, this is not 
his first problem with the VA.

“I actually have disability but I 
am only rated 50 percent, and for 
the last 38 years my records have 
been lost,” McCord said.

Last year, McCord said he was 
invited to the White House where 
President Barack Obama person-

ally ordered the VA to recover 
McCord’s records.

McCord said he discovered the 
Military Medical Board, which 
determines what benefits he is eli-
gible for, omitted details from his 
medical history that would have 
given him more benefits.

Currently, McCord said he 
is trying to start an organiza-
tion called America For Veter-
ans, which he hopes will provide 
expanded dental care for veterans 
through the VA.

Rubio, whose older brother 
Mario cracked his teeth during his 
military service, said he would ex-
pand dental care to veterans, and 
allow them to choose the doctors 
they want to see.

“When I am president we are 
going to take care of our veterans 
again,” Rubio told the crowd. “The 
people who are not doing a good 
job at the VA -- when I am presi-
dent, you are fired from your job,” 
Rubio said Sunday.

Rubio also touched on foreign 
policy with Israel and the war on 
terror, which he said was not real.

“When I am president we are 
going to have a real war on terror,” 
Rubio said. “We are going to be 
100 percent on Israel’s side every 

single time.”
The Florida senator also prom-

ised to recognize the capital of 
Israel as Jerusalem, and cancel re-
cent nuclear deals with Iran before 
promising to limit rights to sus-
pected terrorists.

Lastly, Rubio addressed a 
shooting that left one police of-
ficer dead, and two wounded Sat-
urday night in Prince William 
County, Virginia.

“It reminds us of the incredible 
sacrifice our firefighters and our po-
lice do on our behalf,” Rubio said. 
“I thank god for our police officers, 
I pray for that police officers.”

Virginia law student Andrew 
Ferrari attended the rally, and said 
that Rubio appealed to him as a 
young person and immigrant.

“I really think he wants to 
make that possible for a lot of 
youth in this country who want to 
move forward and progress,” Fer-
rari said.

VCU freshman economics ma-
jor Hunter Pritt went to the rally to 
support Rubio’s economic policies.

“I do think he is the best can-
didate,” Pritt said. “I like his eco-
nomic policies, his ideas on tax 
ideas, his ideas on student loans.”

—continued from page 1

Rubio told supporters Donald Trump is a “con artist” at the Richmond area rally on Sunday.
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stat of the week: 
Melvin Johnson now holds the 
record for most career 3-pointers 
at VCU with 270 — and counting. 

Monday, February 29, 2016www.commonwealthtimes.org

ZACH JOACHIM 
Contributing Writer 

Baseball commenced its season 
with a three game road swing in 
Georgia. Head coach Shawn Stif-
fler and company won two and lost 
one in the Peach State while put-
ting up a gaudy 24 runs.

The Rams defeated Kennesaw 
State University on Feb. 19 by a 
score of 15-11. Saturday, Feb. 20, 
the Rams rallied to overcome an 
early deficit and finished with 8-6 
victory against Georgia State Uni-
versity. VCU closed out the week-
end with a 9-1 loss to the Georgia 
Institute of Technology. 

Kennesaw State University
To say the Rams got off to a hot 

start at the plate against the Owls 
of Kennesaw State would be an 
understatement – they came out 
on fire. 

Senior outfielder James Bunn 
got the ball rolling with a leadoff 
triple that may have left a dent in 
the center field wall. Junior third 
baseman Matt Davis drove him in 
with a two-run blast over the right 
field fence to give VCU a 2-0 lead 
in the first inning.

Bunn was just getting started, 
though. His three-run homer 
over the left field fence the next 
inning broke the game open, and 
the Rams lead grew to 6-0.Then, 
senior catcher Walker Haymaker 
belted a grand slam over the center 
field wall to highlight a seven-run 
third inning that put the game out 
of reach.

Starting pitcher Brooks Vial 
had a solid VCU debut, going six 
innings and allowing eight hits 
and four runs while striking out 
two and walking one. The Del-
gado Community College transfer 
picked up the win by pitching-
to-contact effectively all day, and 
letting the team’s veteran defense 
work behind him. 
Georgia State University                         

VCU followed up the offen-
sive explosion with another im-
pressive day at the plate against 
Georgia State. Starting pitcher 
Sean Thompson gave up a first 
inning solo home run before a 
flurry of base-knocks in the sec-
ond pushed two more across to 
create a 3-0 deficit.

The Rams scored their first run 
in the top of the fourth inning on 
an errant throw to first base after 
senior outfielder Cody Acker laid 
down a bunt. Freshman Brody 
Cook perfectly executed a hit-and-
run later in the inning to score an-
other run and cut the Panthers lead 
to one.

VCU got to the GSU bullpen 
in the fifth inning after two walks 
by its starter. This would prove 
to swing the tide of the game — 
the Panthers relievers struggled 

through the remainder of the con-
test. 

Haymaker and sophomore in-
fielder Mitchel Lacey came up with 
clutch hits with runners in scoring 
position to tie the game at 4-4. The 
Rams took the lead in the sixth in-
ning when Davis scored on a Car-
penter groundout and they would 
not look back.

Thompson got the win and was 
able to fight through the early dam-
age to put together a quality start. 
The sophomore finished with nine 
hits and four runs allowed, while 
striking out five and walking two 
in five innings. 

Junior reliever Sam Donko 
picked up the save and pitched the 
Rams out of a jam in the eighth 
inning before working a flawless 
ninth inning for the second con-
secutive game.

 Georgia Tech                         
A Sunday matinee matchup 

with the Georgia Tech Yellow 
Jackets put a damper on the Rams 
otherwise successful road trip. 

An error in the second inning 
by the Georgia Tech first baseman 
helped VCU take an early 1-0 lead. 
The cushion was short-lived, howev-
er. The Yellow Jackets tied the game 
in the bottom half of the inning 
when Connor Justus singled, stole 
second, advanced to third on a wild 

pitch and then scored on a single. 
A subsequent three-run third 

inning chased VCU starter Matt 
Oxner from the game and ef-
fectively put things out of reach. 
Tech’s starter Jonathan Hughes 
silenced the Rams bats with six in-
nings of shut-out work before three 
relievers closed things out. The Yel-
low Jackets held VCU to just five 
hits on the day.

Stiffler said that the pitching 
staff, not the Rams explosive of-
fense, is where his focus will be in 
the early going.

“I know what I’ve got in some 
of these older guys,” Stiffler said. 
“Last year we had veteran pitching 
and youth in the field. This season 
we’re the opposite, so what I’m re-
ally looking at is for some of these 
young guys to get an opportunity to 
pitch in big spots and we’ll see how 
roles fall from there.” 

VCU’s home opener originally 
scheduled for Wed. Feb. 24 was 
postponed due to weather. No 
make-up date has been announced 
as of publication.

Eastern Kentucky University 
The Rams opened their second 

weekend series of the year on Fri-
day, February 26 in Wilmington, 
North Carolina against Eastern 
Kentucky University. The Colonels 
defeated VCU by a final score of 

12-2. 
Cody Acker had a hot day at the 

plate, going 3-3 with one RBI and 
a walk. Vial took the loss on the 
mound despite a decent appear-
ance – the lefty gave up three runs 
on seven hits while striking out five 
and walking just one. 

The Rams bullpen was their 

downfall. Relievers behind Vial, 
let EKU errupt for nine runs in the 
final four innings, which turned a 
close game into a blowout. 

 Coach Stiffler and the boys re-
turn to the Diamond on March 4 
for a seven game home stand that 
will conclude on March 13.

VCU baseball scored 44 runs in six games to start the 2016 season. The Rams face Longwood on March 1 with a 3-3 record. 

SOPHIA BELETTI
Staff Writer 

 
The men’s tennis team ended 

a six match home series with a 
7-0 victory over George Mason 
University on Friday. 

The Rams won five of their last 
six matches and extended their 
overall record to 10-2. 

Senior Michal Voscek picked 
up his ninth win on the No. 1 
singles court of the spring against 
GMU. Voscek improved to 10-2 
overall this spring, including 9-2 
while playing at the top of the 
Rams’ singles lineup with a 6-1, 
6-3 rout of GMU’s Aaron Capitel.

Junior Catalin Fifea won his 
team-leading 13th singles match of 
the year and improved to 9-1 this 
spring when he cruised past James 
Lange 6-4, 6-0.

Junior Daryl Monfils remained 
unbeaten on the singles court in 
2016 when he topped the Patriots 
Tanner Baine 6-4, 6-3 at the No. 4 
spot. Monfils is 7-0 this spring and 
10-2 overall.

 Old Dominion University                         
ODU halted VCU’s five-match 

win streak with a 5-2 victory on 
last week. Voscek defeated No. 
68 Adam Moundir, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 
but it wasn’t enough. Monfils also 
garnished a win for the Rams with 
two 6-3 victories. 

  University of Richmond                
VCU’s win over cross-town 

rival University of Richmond was 
even more special than usual. On 
Feb. 17, head coach Paul Kostin 
improved to 1,069-368 all-time 
and passed legendary Hampton 
Coach Robert Screen for second in 
NCAA history.

Kostin has coached VCU’s 
men’s tennis program since 1991 
and the Rams women’s teams 
since the 2002 season. Prior to 
his arrival in Richmond, he had a 
successful 10-year run at his alma 
mater, Arkansas-Little Rock. 
Kostin trails only Jim Schwitters, 
who racked up 1,326 wins from 
1965-2003 at Hawaii.

In 26 seasons with the Rams, 
Kostin has led VCU to a combined 

33 NCAA appearances and 24 
conference championships. His 
2000 men’s squad reached the 
NCAA Championship Match 
before falling to Stanford.

Voscek, Fifea, Monfils, fresh-
man Arvid Noren and sophomore 
Louis Ishizaka all added to the 
Rams 6-1 victory over the Spiders.  

Noren, freshman Philip Mobius 
and Fifea all contributed to the 
Rams’ 6-1 win over Binghamton 
University on Feb. 12 in both 
singles and doubles play. Noren 
won the first two sets, 6-3 and 6-4. 

Voscek, Fifea and Monfil each 
booked singles and doubles wins 
when VCU beat University of 
Maryland Baltimore County 5-1 
on Feb. 7. 

The Rams swept the Highland-
ers 5-0 on Feb. 6. The match was 
a make-up of a 4-1 Invitational 
match originally postponed by 
winter storm Jonas.

The Rams hit the road for 
the first time in nearly a month 
when they took on Elon on Feb. 
28. Match updates could not be 
included at press time.

Men’s tennis finds victory in home match

Baseball starts hot at the plate, 
cold on the mound

ZACH JOACHIM
Contributing Writer 
 
 Forgotten amidst a city-
wide development contro-
versy, VCU Baseball and the 
Richmond Flying Squirrels 
already seem content with 
their existing home.
 A development group 
called the Richmond Baseball 
Initiative submitted the infa-
mous Shockoe Bottom Sta-
dium plan in 2008. The plan, 
which was quickly retracted 
in light of immediate back-
lash from the Richmond com-
munity, included designs that 
placed the new stadium on 
historically significant ground 
where slaves were once sold 
off and shipped away on the 
James River.
 Richmond Mayor Dwight 
Jones dropped his designs for 
a similar plan in 2015, which 
included a Kroger grocery 
store and apartment complex.
 The Diamond on Boule-
vard was constructed in 1985 
and has been the home of 
both the Rams and the Fly-
ing Squirrels since 2009. VCU 
head coach Shawn Stiffler cov-
ets the unique relationship. 
 “The Richmond Flying 
Squirrels are an unbelievable 
organization,” Stiffler said. 
“I couldn’t imagine going to 
work every day with a better 
group of people. They care 
about our players deeply.” 
 Renovations finished in 
2011 transformed the ag-
ing Diamond into a genuine 
collegiate attraction.  Party 
decks and modernized seating 
have been added to a stadium 
that accommodates 12,134 
at maximum capacity. In 
comparison, a typical college 
baseball park houses 3,000 - 
4,000 spectators. VCU runs 
shuttles to and from all home 
games, which are free for stu-
dents with a valid ID. The 
Diamond even serves beer.  
 “The Diamond’s awesome,” 
Stiffler said. “It’s a beautiful 
ballpark and huge recruiting 
tool for us. But because we’re 
off campus, I think there is 
more of an opportunity here 
than most VCU students un-
derstand.” 
The Diamond is located at 
3001 N. Boulevard St., a mere 
10 minute drive from campus, 
but as Stiffler hinted the prox-
imity from campus still seems 
to deter students. 
 “I’ve never been to a base-
ball game to be honest with 
you,” said VCU sophomore 
Ryan Carston of Phi Kappa 
Psi fraternity. “My frat doesn’t 
do nights at the Diamond or 
anything like that. I guess 
we just never really thought 
about it.”
 Many students like Car-
ston are unaware of the op-
portunities presented by 
VCU’s unique situation at The 
Diamond. Stiffler however, 
realizes his program has the 
field of their dreams.
 “Land aside, if we built 
something new we would 
have to match a pretty high 
standard,” Stiffler said. “This 
is what’s realistic the way our 
school is set up, and I think 
we have as good a situation as 
you can find in college base-
ball. I wouldn’t want to play 
anywhere else.” 

Field of 
dreams

VCU will play its first 
home game March 4.
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Daryl Monfils defeated GMU’s Tanner Baine in men’s singles. 

GAME STATS 

VCU vs. UNCW
4

5

11

15

VCU South Dakota St.

score

hits

Loss: Jonathan Ebersole Win: Justin Cump

score

hits

14

14

8

10

Win: Sean Thompson Loss: Landon Busch
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Women’s hoops finishes strong in 
wake of Atlantic 10 Tournament

MARCUS BLACKWELL
Staff Writer

The VCU women’s basketball 
team went out in style against two 
conference foes who have posed 
trouble in the past. The Rams out-
lasted George Mason University on 
senior night Feb. 24 and Davidson 
University in their last away contest 
on Feb. 27.  

On Wednesday, VCU welcomed 
GMU to the Stu for its first meet-
ing since last month’s disappoint-
ing 70-54 loss. Determined to 
deliver a better performance, the 
Rams got off to a quick start with 
back-to-back easy buckets to begin 
the game. 

The Patriots would quickly get 
back on track though and take a 7-6 
lead late in the first quarter.  De-
spite poor shooting from the field, 
VCU ended the first quarter with a 
four point lead.

From late in the first quarter to 
the 4:39 mark in the second, the 
Rams ran off on a 16-0 run led by 
senior Adaeze Alaeze. The Rams 
went into the half with a 10 point 
lead, holding George Mason to 
shooting below 25 percent from the 
field. In the second half, VCU was 
able to build upon their first half 
success on the offensive and defen-
sive end.  

George Mason came out early in 
the third, with a few quick buckets 
that cut the lead down to just four 
points with a little over five minutes 
remaining in the quarter.

Just as in the first half, VCU rat-
tled off another big run when Ma-
son got close; the Rams scored 12 
straight, unanswered points until 
finally allowing a score in the final 
minute of the third quarter. 

To begin the fourth quarter, the 
Rams tacked on an additional 13-0 
run that would put the game out of 
reach. The game ended with a VCU 
victory, 65-34. 

VCU dominated inside, scoring 

44 points in the paint and only al-
lowing 16 to George Mason. The 
deciding factor was the Rams’ de-
fense, which forced 17 turnovers 
and held George Mason to shoot-
ing just 26 percent from the field. 

Senior Adaeze Alaeze led the 
team offensively, scoring 21 points. 
Senior Jessica Ogunnorin, Junior 
Keira Robinson and Sophomore 
Curteeona Breelove each contrib-
uted eight points apiece.

Head coach Beth O’Boyle was 
happy with the team’s effort, and 

said she felt it was a great game for 
the older players who shined. 

“I thought it was a terrific show-
ing for our team, and when it’s 
your senior night you want to send 
off your seniors in the right way,” 
O’Boyle said. “Our overall intensity 
and effort was great, especially in 
the second half, and when we play 
like that, good things always hap-
pen for us.

On Saturday, the Rams traveled 
to Davidson University, to close out 
the regular season.

VCU opened the game slug-
gishly on the defensive end, allow-
ing 19 points in the first quarter. 

Despite the slow start, Ashley 
Pegram was active early. She scored 
four points and grabbed three re-
bounds in the first quarter. VCU 
went into the second quarter trail-
ing by six, 19-13.

The second quarter action was 
much of the same as the Rams were 
unable to take the lead, but were 
more active on defense. VCU went 
into the locker room trailing 35-28 

at the half.
VCU came out blazing early in 

the second half, going on a 14-0 
run in the third to take a six point 
lead. The Rams took advantage of 
the 18 forced turnovers, especially 
in the third quarter during this run. 

Alaeze and Pegram’s big fourth 
quarter sealed the VCU victory as 
they combined for 13 points in the 
final quarter.

Davidson put up a valiant effort, 
but it wasn’t enough to withstand 
the Rams’ second half dominance. 

VCU came out victorious, with 
a final score of 74-59. Alaeze had 
a team high of 17 points, while 
Ogunnorin grabbed nine rebounds.

The victory improved VCU’s re-
cord to 21-8, heading into the con-
ference tournament as the fifth seed.

Being 10-6 in the conference, 
the Rams finished with their best 
record since joining the Atlantic 10.

 VCU will next participate in 
the A-10 Conference Tournament, 
which begins this Wed., March 2.

Senior Alaeze Adaeze finished her career at the Stu on Wednesday night, recording a game-high 21 points, three rebounds and an assist.
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Junior Mo Alie-Cox has recorded 50 blocks this season on average of 1.7 per contest.

George Washington Saturday, 
VCU and St. Joseph’s sit at the 
top of the A-10 standings with 
the Hawks. The Rams conquered 
the Colonials after their prior 
meeting took place at the Stu 
and GW came away with the 
improbable; beating VCU at 
home 72-69. 

A home contest against 
Davidson on March 2 closes 
out the Siegel Center careers 
of Johnson and Korey Billbury. 
They will be honored for their 
service to the game prior to the 
tip-off, but the real importance 
of the meeting will come when 
the game concludes. 

VCU defeated Davidson 79-
69 at their last meeting Jan. 29. 
Sparked by an efficient shooting 
night, the Rams were able to 
hold off the late surge of All A-10 
guard Jack Gibbs, silencing the 
Wildcats on their home court. 

A quick turnaround this week 
will have VCU travel to Ohio to 
take on conference heavyweight 
Dayton. The Flyers, 23-5 this 
season, pose the Rams’ greatest 
threat. Both squads will play this 
contest understanding the winner 
will likely be crowned the A-10 
regular season champ. The teams’ 
only showdown of the season will 
be their most important. 

To say momentum will be on 
VCU’s side going into this piv-
otal stretch of the season would 
be optimistic at best. With the 
most recent loss to George Ma-
son, nothing is guaranteed. 

Essential to the team’s success 
will be the play of forward Mo 
Alie-Cox. As of late, he has been 
a workhorse. His energy and 
relentless abandon on both the 
offensive and defensive glass has 
been telling of a seasoned veteran. 

Averaging 10 points and seven 
rebounds per game, Mo has done 
everything VCU has asked of 
him. Unlike most big men, Mo 
possesses the ability to knock 
down free throws. Although 

he may be built like Shaq, he 
certainly doesn’t shoot like him. 
Shooting 75 percent from the 
charity stripe this season has 
increased from his gaudy 60 
percent last season. 

Mo being able to step up in the 
waning moments of close contests 
and knock down free points gives 
VCU a substantial advantage. 

Like Mo, his fellow junior 
class is the glue that keeps the 
team together. Jordan Burgess and 
Lewis have eclipsed their produc-
tion from last season and elevated 
the entire ball club in the process. 
The hustle points are back to what 
they were in the HAVOC days, 
but will it continue? 

Jonathan “Flying” Williams 
might have made the play of the 
weekend for men’s hoops — to 
the point his fiery passion on the 
defensive end almost transpired 
into a horrific injury. 

Diving after a loose ball, Wil-
liams went flying head first into 
the siding of the arena. With 
the gym in complete silence, and 
the whole CT staff watching the 
TV and grabbing our necks as 
if it had just happened to us, we 
witnessed Johnny hop to his feet 
and slowly walk to the bench — 
five minutes later he was back in 
the game. 

That is the effort this VCU 
team will need to play with. 
What the team lacks in other 
aspects of the game, the Rams 
can make up for in effort plays. 
Cliché, I know, but this is what 
has always made VCU basketball 
what it is. 

The immense energy and en-
thusiasm this team has played with 
in the past has dwindled over the 
years. The smiles have turned into 
disgust, the player’s celebrations 
have become mundane and the 
sense of urgency to beat teams that 
just aren’t as capable as them has 
become dormant. 

What legacy will this team 
leave? What legacy will Melvin 
leave this team with after four 

years of magical production? 
What will VCU teammates and 
fans say of the play of Billbury 
down the stretch after all talk 
was on his offensive prowess 
entering the season?

It will be interesting to see 
if head coach Will Wade can 
work his magic and relinquish a 
daunting ball club in the A-10 
tourney and into the NCAA’s. 

This team is more than 
capable of winning. Not just 
winning in Brooklyn next week 
during the A-10 Champion-
ships, but throughout the entire 
basketball landscape. 

The attitude is there com-
ing out of the GW win. There 
was a moment when late in the 
game when Mo and others were 
celebrating, you could see the 
weight of the week lifted off their 
shoulders. The bad GMU loss 
was over, and the boys were back 
to playing elite basketball. 

It reminded me of my open 
gym days, sinking shot-after-
shot on the way to garnishing 
a victory for my squad. And as 
I’m walking off the court I look 
at the motley crew sitting on the 
bench waiting, in preparation of 
my overzealous self to ask the 
question only winners ask: “Who 
got next?” 

Bryant is a sports 
advocate who’s 
always smiling. He 
is a senior print and 
online journalism major 
aspiring for a career as 
a professional or college 
football columnist. Bryant 
currently covers high 
school football games 
for the Richmond Times-
Dispatch.

draytonbo@commonwealthtimes.com

—continued from page 1

Who got next?
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in 2004, “Lord of The Rings:  
The Return of the King” nets 11 
Oscars, including Best Picture.

On this day...
Monday, February 29, 2016www.commonwealthtimes.org

FLASH, TORO showcase cultural 
intimacy through dance

VCU Dance collaborated with the University of Richmond’s Modlin Center for the Arts to stage “Cultural Intimacy in Motion.”
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SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

Student organization Active 
Minds at VCU helped bring 
attention to National Eating 
Disorder Awareness Week last 
week on campus.

Eating disorders have the high-
est mortality rate of any mental 
disorder, according to the National 
Eating Disorder Association.

“A common misconception 
would be that people ‘choose’ 
to have an eating disorder, and 
that’s so incredibly false,” said 
Jaki Dybuvarang, vice president 
of Active Minds at VCU, a 
national organization dedicated 
to eradicating the stigma associ-
ated with mental illness.

This year’s National Eating 
Disorder Awareness week theme 
was “3 Minutes Can Save a Life: 
Get Screened. Get Help. Get 
Healthy,” and encouraged people 
to complete a confidential screen-
ing, which is available online.

Although the screening is not 
an official diagnosis, the results of 
the quiz might determine if one 
should seek professional help.

“An eating disorder is a seri-
ous illness that affects some-
one mentally and physically,” 
Dybuvarang said. “Someone 

can choose to pursue treatment, 
however recovery is a long and 
hard journey for most that re-
quires proper treatment.”

According to a South Caro-
lina Department of Mental 
Health report, one in 200 
American women suffer from 
anorexia, and 2-3 percent of 
women suffer from bulimia.

As many as 10 percent of 
college women suffer from a 
clinical or nearly-clinical eating 
disorder, including 5.1 percent 
who suffer from bulimia ner-
vosa, according to the report.

Dybuvarang’s organization, 
Active Minds began a chapter at 
VCU last fall.

Last week, the student organi-
zation held events on campus to 
educate the community about the 
mental illness, and increase access 
to potentially life-saving treatment.

On Monday, VCU researcher 
Carley Lovell and counselor 
Adina Silvestri gave a talk dis-
cussing the signs of binge eating 
disorder, ways to get help, com-
munity programs and its effects 
on VCU students.

Lovell is currently studying 
to f ind the biological and social 
components that go into a stu-
dent binge eating or drinking.

“Silence really does kill and 
we tried to emphasize that this 
whole week,” Dybuvarang said.

Dybuvarang agreed with Sil-
vestri’s points about how binge 
eating is a private disease be-
cause it can cause shame or guilt 
for the person suffering, but they 
they should search for help.

Tuesday, Active Minds at 
VCU launched the social media 
campaign #LoveYourSelf ie, 
which encourages students 
to post a f ilter-free picture of 
themselves with the hashtag.  

Free eating disorder screenings 
were also available last Wednes-
day for students in the commons. 

On Thursday, #TrashTheS-
cale took place in the student 

commons. Active Minds at 
VCU promoted focusing on 
your health instead of the num-
ber on the scale.

Friday’s screening of the 
f ilm “America the Beautiful” 
was postponed until Monday, 
March 21.

Awareness week aims to destigmatize eating disorders

The theme of cross-
cultural dialogue has 
never been more relevant 
than right now. Dance is 
a particularly potent art 
form through which to 
explore it.

— LEA MARSHALL
ASSOCIATE CHAIR, VCU DANCE

Eating disorders have the highest mortality 
rate of any mental disorder

1 in  200
American women suffer from anorexia

2-3 percent
of American women suffer from bulimia

10 percent
of college women suffer from clinical or nearly-

clinical eating disorder

69 percent
Of American elementary school girls who read 

magazines said that the pictures influenced their 
concept of the ideal body shape

47 percent
said the pictures made them want to

lose weight
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FLASH and TORO included American Hip-Hop, Japanese 
Butoh, Indian Kathak and Spanish Flamenco styles.

A common 
misconception would be 
that people ‘choose’ to 
have an eating disorder, 
and that’s so incredibly 
false.

— JAKI DYBUVARANG
VICE PRESIDENT,

ACTIVE MINDS VCU

Seeking 
treatment?

Contact student 
health services at
(804) 828-8828

or

Call the National 
Eating Disorder 
Association’s 

confidential hotline at
1-(800)-931-2237

SAMUEL GOODRICH
Contributing Writer

The VCU department of 
Dance and Choreography 
teamed up with the Univer-
sity of Richmond’s Modlin 
Center for the Arts to present 
“Cultural Intimacy in Mo-
tion” last week. 

The two performances, 
FLASH and TORO, mixed 
American Hip-Hop with 
Japanese Butoh and Indian 
Kathak with Spanish Fla-
menco styles of dance in the 
same performance. Each rou-
tine was choreographed and 
performed by acclaimed art-
ists who engaged in an open 
discussion with the audience 
after each performance.

“The theme of cross-
cultural dialogue has never 
been more relevant than right 
now,” said associate chair of 
VCU Dance, Lea Marshall. 
“Dance is a particularly po-
tent art form through which 
to explore it.” 

The executive director of 
the Modlin Center, Deborah 
Sommers, said she was also 
excited to work with VCU to 
bring “Cultural Intimacy in 
Motion” to life.

“The idea of this project 
was to bring together these 
artists to open the greater 
discussion of sharing the 
aspect of our commonalities,” 
Sommers said. “Also, un-
derstanding, respecting and 
accepting our differences.”

The f irst performance, 
FLASH, was created by 
renowned hip-hop choreogra-
pher Rennie Harris and inter-
disciplinary artist Michael 
Sakamoto, whose hands are 
in all areas of performance. 

Harris and Sakamoto 
conceived the performance as 
a dialogue between hip-hop 
and Japanese Butoh, where 
they could wed their different 
cultures and histories.

The performance accom-
plished this through use of 
different mediums such as 
speech, text and video along-
side the styles of dance.

TORO, the second en-
semble, was modif ied from 
the original idea after Fla-
menco dancer Israel Galván 
wasn’t able to perform due to 

a knee injury.
Instead, Akram Khan, an 

Indian Kathak dancer and chore-
ographer, combined his style with 
Galván’s into one routine that gave 

the four-person live band a more 
active role in the performance.

“(TORO was) a spell that left 
the audience breathless until the 
very end, when we leaped to our 
feet to scream and clap and give 
them back even a fraction of 
the magic they shared with us,” 
Marshall said.

After both performances, 
the dancers and choreographers 
held discussions with the audi-
ence about the meaning behind 
the movements and cross-cul-
ture collaboration.

“We’ve been considering 
questions about collaboration 
that reach far beyond any par-
ticular discipline, into the heart 
of who we are as people shaped 
by culture,” Marshall said.
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Hibachi Box Finally 
Opens Its Doors

“Pow! So 
much flavor! The 

vegetables were cooked 
perfectly and the savory 

taste was unreal. With fried 
rice and noodles in addition 

to the veggies, it was 
SO MUCH FOOD.”

— REBECCA FRANKEL Across the street from Christian’s, Hibachi 
Box competes in the grab-and-go market. 

[ Hibachi ]

Shafer Bird is part of the Mesh Media Network, 
a division of VCU Student Media. The Shafer Bird 
team works to bring the VCU community menu 
updates and original content, including reviews of 
on- and off-campus restaurants.  
www.shaferbird.com
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—continued from page 1
The freshly renovated Starbucks is 

now more than double in size, expand-
ing from 1,200 to 3,400 square feet. 
The coffee shop has capacity for a larger 
service line and can seat 120 guests.

The Starbucks is also expected to 
decrease wait times with three new 
espresso machines and blenders.

VCU students so far enjoy the new 
design of the starbucks. 

“Its nice, a lot better than the last 
one,” said Colleen Quick, a sophomore 
biology major.

Quick said she went to the grand 
opening on Friday, and came back 
again Saturday. She said the new star-
bucks is cleaner and bigger than the 
old Starbucks. 

“I prefer open windows and natural 
light,” Quick said. “It’s more open, there 
is a lot more room, it’s not as packed.” 

Sophomore painting and printmak-
ing major Anthony Sudol said the new 
environment detracts from the library 
atmosphere.

“It’s nice, its airy and open, it feels 
less like the library,” Sudol said. “It 
feels like you can spread out and have 
more space.”

Senior photography major James 
Quinlan said the new space helped 
him work. 

“So far, I like the atmosphere,” 
Quinlan said. “The lighting is nice, it 
seems like a good place to work which is 
why I am here.”

Renovated Cabell Starbucks
almost triples in size

Shaferbird Feature

Hours
Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m.–2 a.m.
Friday: 7 a.m.–4 p.m.
Saturday: 11 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. – 11 p.m.

JOSHUA BUCK
Contributing Writer

On a purely artistic level, Kendrick Lamar’s Grammy 
performance almost felt like a preemptive reaction to the 
night’s awards. Kendrick brazenly displayed his greatness, 
with the whole world watching, on an evening where that 
greatness would go largely unrewarded. 

In an era when award show moments tend to gener-
ate attention based on throwing shade (re: Miley Cyrus 
vs. Nicki Minaj) or personal grandstanding (Kanye West: 
pick a moment), what Lamar pulled off was astonishing. 
As he took the stage clad in chains, the energy tangibly 
shifted, and even through a television screen it felt like 
the start of something historic. 

On a cultural level, the performance was something 
else entirely. It seems fitting that, on a night riddled 
with technical difficulties, Lamar’s voice literally and 
figuratively cut through the noise.

Lamar subverted expectations the moment he 
opened his mouth. While the politically-charged, crowd-
pleasing hit “Alright” was perfectly suited for a large 
scale award show performance, Kendrick opted to start 
with intensely introspective “The Blacker the Berry.”

Sequencing was key. By performing the more per-
sonal song first, Kendrick demanded people recognize 
the complex, conflicted individuals who compromise 
any critical movement. By the time Kendrick launched 
into “Alright,” it was a full-blown protest anthem for the 
people — not just a feel-good idea. 

Kendrick then gave a glimpse into exactly what he 
was protesting. As he has done on other televised oc-
casions, he unveiled an unreleased verse. This time, he 
focused on Trayvon Martin’s murder, and began to break 
down ways this country breeds violence inside of the 
inner-cities.

In essence, Kendrick distilled hundreds of years of 
America’s systemic racism into a 5 minute performance. 

Beyoncé played a similar gambit a week earlier with 
her “Formation” video and Super Bowl performance. 
Lyrically, Bey used the song to proudly spotlight her own 
individual Blackness. Then, as a performance, she fell into 
formation, so to speak, amid something much larger. 

Performing a Super Bowl set that was unapologeti-
cally reminiscent of Malcolm X and the Black Panthers 
didn’t simply challenge people to grapple with their 
perception of Beyoncé as an entertainer — it added di-
mension and truth to people’s understanding of Beyoncé 
Knowles as a Black woman.

The much discussed “I got hot sauce in my bag, 
swag” line wasn’t just a moment of bravado, it was one 
of humanity. Bey was showing America who she is, so 
she could show what she stands for. 

The fact that Lamar and Beyoncé’s transcendent mo-
ments came in such rapid succession cannot be overana-
lyzed. As seen by the history of the Academy Awards, 
if you’re non-white, you’re lucky to get an invite to the 
party. Once there, you’re expected to silently do what’s 
expected, say “thank you” and quietly slip off stage. 

This is the system that tells Cam Newton he needs 
to be quiet and gracious while he plays a game meant 
for children. This is the system claiming Nicki Minaj 
should not respond when a famous white women 
takes shots at her in the press. Kendrick and Beyoncé’s 
moments represented a refusal to silently bask in the 
spotlight.

Lamar closed his Grammy performance with the 
line “Conversation for the entire nation, this is bigger 
than us.” 

People have turned a deaf ear for generations. 2016 
is the year that millions of people sat down on their 
couches and were told to start listening.

CONVERSATION FOR THE NATION:
KENDRICK AND BEYONCE

New additions include:

• Increase from 1,200 to 3,400 square feet
• Seating for 120 guests
• New espresso machines and blenders
• Large windows to replace flourescent lights

Ram Reverb
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UVA Asthma and Allergic Diseases Center 

ddm9q@virginia.edu | 434.982.3510

Do You Have Asthma?

Asthma Study Participants from  

VCU Needed 


   Volunteers are needed for a study about asthma  

and the common cold. 


   You must have asthma, not smoke and be 18-40 years old. 


     Screening at UVA is in progress now and involves 2 visits  

($40 for the 1st visit; $60 for the 2nd). $30 reimbursement  

for gas mileage for VCU participants will also be provided.  

Those who qualify can participate with payment  

of up to $1,870 for completing the study. 

For more information, please contact the  

UVA Asthma and Allergic Diseases Center via  

email at ddm9q@virginia.edu or 434.982.3510. 

(HSR#12656 and 14427)

Clinical Trial | Asthma Study

DANIELLE BROWN
Contributing Writer

Cadence Theatre Company 
welcomed the difficult task of 
re-imagining a legend and shak-
ing the familiar in staging Katori 
Hall ’s “The Mountaintop” — a 
poignant twist on the night before 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s death. 

The show flirts with decon-
structing all we know to be true 
of the great civil rights leader 
when the script throws a cigarette 
in King’s mouth and a splash of 
whiskey in his coffee and shines 
a new light on the life of a man 
doing a demigod’s work.

“My first thought after reading 
the script was ‘This is a perfect 
show for Cadence to do,’ as it’s so 
relevant to what is happening in 
the world right now,” said director 
Laine Satterfield.

“The Mountaintop” is set in 
room 306 of the Lorraine Motel 
in Memphis, as King prepares his 
speech for the next day on why 
America is going to hell. King is 
waiting on his friend and associ-
ate, Ralph Abernathy, to return 
with his Pall Mall cigarettes. 

After calling room service for 
some coffee, King is greeted by 
the beautiful, brazen motel, Ca-
mae, who has an unsettling secret 
that will alter King’s life forever. 

For the rest of the show, King 
and Camae engage in a con-
versation that blurs the lines of 
blatantly honest, playful, passion-
ate, crass, sometimes hostile and 
downright unnerving. 

Throughout their dialogue, the 
duo uncover secrets about each 
other that shock their characters 
almost as much as the audience; 
King is, for once, not the most 
extraordinary person in the room.

Lead actor Jerold Solomon 
wears King’s suit and carries it 

well. Solomon dismantles the 
statue and morphs King’s persona 
into a real human — humorously 
switching on his “Dr. King” voice 
each time he answers the phone, 
just in case the person on the 
other end can’t fathom the Rever-
end’s real voice.

“Jerold and I both knew that 
we weren’t going after an ‘imper-
sonation’ with the character of Dr. 
King,” Satterfield said. “We were 
clear from the beginning that (Je-
rold) needed to find a ‘third’ voice. 
Not something from interviews or 
the pulpit, but a voice that echoes 
the icon and humanizes him in the 
everyday world.”

Katrinah Carol Lewis is also 
exceptional as Camae. Lewis 
takes a soulful character that 
could easily be mishandled and 
mistaken for a caricature of the 
“poor southern black maid” and 
deftly navigates the complex, 
multi-faceted role.

Even before the secret of Ca-
mae’s presence is revealed, Lewis 
offsets her character’s brassy nature 
with a quiet but distinct cleverness.

In the small, intimate space of 
the Theatre Gym, filling a stage 
with just two actors for the hour 
and 40 minute show could have 
easily posed problems.

Instead, Satterfield’s actors 
takes the space and turns it into a 

ballroom, moving across the set in 
almost rhythmic changes of pace 
without straying from their tempo.

While the actors’ stage move-
ment is constant, it is always 
purposeful and takes the audi-
ence from one end of the stage to 
the other keeping time with each 
twist of the story.

The motel room designed by 
Rich Mason is modest, but main-
tains historic authenticity. Ma-
son’s lighting choices transition 
with every change in staging and 
buckle in the plot line, guiding 
the audience’s eyes when neces-
sary, but leaving a soft-lit space 
for exploration when appropriate.

Sarah Grady’s costuming is 
also innately detail-oriented, and 
her artistic choices point to one of 
the first discoveries in the play of 
King’s imperfections — holes in 
his socks.

“The Mountaintop” is not just 
a new take on an already well-
known person, but offers a new 
understanding that one person 
cannot carry the burden of change 
alone, that humanizing a hero 
does not mean tainting their 
name and that each generation 
may have a hero that serves as 
their voice for imminent change.

“I think playwright Katori 
Hall says it best with the quote ‘It 
was important to see the human-
ity in this hero so we can see the 
hero in ourselves,’” Satterfield 
said. “The importance is in pass-
ing the baton, so that we can be 
the positive change we wish to 
see, letting peace and love reign 
over prejudice and hate.”

The Mountaintop by Katori Hall 
runs until March 12 at Virginia 
Repertory’s TheatreGym.

“The Moutaintop” spotlights new aspect of King’s legacy
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KRISTEN LAIR-BAKER
Contributing Writer

Students and staff across campus 
gathered in Cabell Library to hear 
Jill Lepore speak on her novel and 
VCU’s assigned reading for incom-
ing freshmen, “The Secret History of 
Wonder Woman,” last Wednesday.

The book details the 1941 cre-
ation of Wonder Woman by comic 
book artist William Marston, and 
the character’s position as a femi-
nist symbol.

Lepore has visited multiple cam-
puses to discuss “The Secret History 
of Wonder Woman,” and said she 
has found a common theme. 

“Students are often fascinated by 
how much of the history of Won-
der Woman involves the history of 
higher education for women and 
how much of the early comics takes 
place on college campuses too,” 
Lepore said. 

The feminism underlying 
Lepore’s novel has been a topic of 
discussion for VCU students since 
August, but this dialogue left some 
readers wondering how accurately 
feminism is represented in Wonder 
Woman’s creation.

Hence, students Teri Smith, 
Olivia Beech and Sarah Danial 
hosted a counter-lecture on the lack 
of feminism in “The Secret History 
of Wonder Woman” in anticipation 
of Lepore’s arrival. 

Smith, Beech and Danial 
kickstarted their discussion earlier 
this month with Emma Watson’s 
speech at the United Nations 
about the common misconcep-
tions of feminism. 

“For the record, feminism, by 
definition, is the belief that men and 
women should have equal rights and 
opportunities. It is the theory of the 
political, economic and social equal-
ity of the sexes,” Watson said in the 
video of her U.N. presentation.

The VCU student panel then 
described the history of Marston, 
which is often synonymous with the 

history of Wonder Woman. 
The students pointed out that 

despite claiming to support women’s 
rights in the wake of the suffrage 
movement, Marston often contra-
dicted underlying  femenist ideology.

“He seemed to really trumpet 
feminism and women’s rights in 
public, but at home had a continued 
affair,” Smith said. 

Wonder Woman, along with 
most other women throughout the 
history of comics, is hypersexual-
ized, the panel argued next.

“It is important to realize the 
disadvantages that come with being 
one of the only female superhero 
icons. It’s the issue of hypersexu-
alization,” Beech said. “Wonder 
Woman, for example — the only 
way you could get people take inter-
est in her is to have something that’s 
visually appealing.” 

In Jill Lepore’s lecture two weeks 
later, she also reminded the audience 
that in order to understand the his-
tory of Wonder Woman, the reader 
must first understand Marston’s.

“Wonder Woman’s origins lie in 
the very early history of the femi-
nist movement, during the 1910s,”  
Lepore said. “Her history since 
then has often mirrored the move-
ment itself, and it’s been through a 
lot of changes.”

Beech explained the negative 
interpretations of the gagging and 
bondage of Wonder Woman, a com-

mon theme throughout Marston’s 
comics depicting the character.

Throughout the presentation, 
Lepore countered this interpreta-
tion of bondage in the comics as 
anti-feminist.

Instead, Lepore suggested these 
images were not meant to be sexual-
ized, rather reflect the ideology of 
the suffrage movement underlining 
the early 20th century. 

Lepore explained the political 
cartoons of that era, which heavily 
influenced the creation of Wonder 
Woman, often had women break 
free from metaphorical bondages 
labeled as things like “prejudice,” 
“prudery” and “man’s superiority.”

The panel described Marston’s 
relationship with Olive Byrne, a 
woman whom he threatened to leave 
his wife Sadie Holloway for if Hol-
loway did not allow her to live with 
the married couple.

Lepore had a different interpre-
tation of the relationship between 
Byrne and Marston’s wife. The two 
were close, and reared four children 
together. They lived in the same 
house from 1925 until Byrne’s death 
in 1988, four decades after Marston’s 
death in 1947. 

Lepore suggested the two women 
Marston was involved with roman-
tically held an appreciation and 
acceptance of each other, suggesting 
the arrangement was not entirely 
crafted by Marston. 

“They were family,” Lepore 
said. “Readers often want to know 
whether they were lovers, but people 
who live together for the whole of 
their lives don’t leave a lot of his-
torical evidence behind about their 
relationship because they don’t write 
letters to one another.”

In addition, Byrne and Holloway 
named their own children after one 
another, hinting at the affection. 
Marston would later publish a book 
suggesting women’s superiority, as 
well as the possibilities of successful 
open relationships such as the one he 
held at home.

Students delve into
“The Secret History
of Wonder Woman”

Wonder Woman’s origins 
lie in the very early history 
of the feminist movement, 
during the 1910’s. Her history 
since then has often mirrored 
the movement itself. 
 

— JILL LEPORE
AUTHOR, “THE SECRET HISTORY 

OF WONDER WOMAN”

The show breaks King 
down, throws a cigarette in 
his mouth and a splash of 
whiskey in his coffee and 
shines a new light on the 
life of a man doing a demi-
god’s work.
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Contributing Columnist

The Syrian refugee crisis has 
dominated headlines and political 
conversations since the disturbing 
image of Aylan Kurdi, a three-year-
old Syrian boy, drowned and washed 
ashore on Turkey’s coastline. 

Since then, the world has put 
immense focus on Syria — exposing 
the racially, ethnically and religiously-
influenced horrors and maltreatment 
of Syrian refugees as well as their 
life-threatening journey as they arrive 
in Europe. But the most unnerving 
aspect of the discussion surrounding 
the Syrian refugees is that it has cre-
ated a rhetoric where the world views 
the crisis as synonymous with the 
current, much larger global migrant 
crisis. It is not.

Finding a solution to address 
the influx of refugees coming into 
Europe and America is daunting. So 
daunting, there has been growing 
popularity of xenophobia in Europe 
and an extreme right wing in the 
U.S., but this is unprecedented and 
shamefully ignorant. Furthermore, 
it creates a hierarchy of perceived 
“need” among refugee populations, 
and the nation-states who might 
accept them.

This hierarchy creates severe 
ostracization among an already dis-
enfranchised group and allows abuses 
towards them to fly under the radar. 

Without a doubt, the Syrian refu-
gee crisis is now the world’s largest, 
with “Eurostat” finding an estimated 
250,000 people traveling to the EU 
from Oct. 2014 to Oct. 2015. That 
does not mean it is the only refugee 
crisis taking place in the world right 
now, though. In fact, we are currently 
experiencing the largest forced mi-
gration of people since World War II. 

A 2015 report released by the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees in Dec. 2014 states 
nearly 19.4 million displaced people, 
originally from areas in the Middle 
East, Africa, Southeast Asia and 
Latin America, brought the esti-
mated total global refugee population 
to 50 million people. 

Some are fleeing political persecu-
tion and chronic poverty  which 

has been seen in countries such 
as  Eritrea, Kosovo and Albania. 
Then there are those escaping state-
sponsored genocide in places like 
Myanmar where the Rohingya, the 
country’s ethnic Muslim minority, 
are believed to be in the last stages of 
ethnic cleansing. 

The last major refugee migration 
spanned from 1960 to 2000 and was 
due to both the multiple anti-colonial 
movements in Africa and Asia as well 
as people fleeing the Soviet Union. 

According to the Washington 
Post, these migration patterns dis-
placed a minimum of 46.5 million 
people. The current refugee cycle 
began in 2000 and 16 years we have 
surpassed the number of refugees 
who were fleeing over a period of 
four decades.

These numbers demonstrate that 
we are in the midst of a massive, 
unprecedented global shift in world 
populations and it extends far beyond 
just one country or one region. 

As an increasingly globalized 
world, it’s our responsibility not fall 
into a well-intentioned but still-
destructive trap of putting all our 
focus on one group while failing to 
even acknowledge the existence of 
refugees from other regions of the 

world. 
This pattern creates a hierarchy 

where some refugees are granted 
the basic right of humanization and 
given opportunities to adjust to their 

new country of residence, while 
other refugees from the rest of the 
world are excluded completely. 

In a recent viral video, an Afghan 
man is recorded desperately yell-
ing, “Syrian yes, Afghan No. Why 
Afghan no? ” to Macedonian border 
patrol. Macedonia announced Feb. 
21 that the government would refuse 
to accept any Afghan refugees cross-
ing over from Greece. 

The man’s pleas succinctly and 
uncomfortably addresses the tangible 
issue of prioritizing one ethnic group 
over another. All groups are fighting 

the same systemic dehumanization 
and violence, and are embarking on 
the same life-threatening trip.

My family  came to America 
as Eritrean refugees seeking asy-
lum. From an early age I have been 
exposed to the many, severe risks 
refugees accept in pursuit of a better 
future for themselves and their fami-
lies. I witnessed the emotional and 
mental burdens my family carried as 
they attempted to navigate a society 
where we were not wanted. 

Providing a better life is at the 
core of the current migration crisis — 
and as long as that option exists, peo-
ple all over the world will continue to 
migrate. We can not be complacent 
in humanizing Syrian refugees while 
also ignoring the rest. 

Each person deserves the right 
to have a full life. As more coun-
tries open their borders to Syr-
ians, let’s not fail to remember 
that we are in the midst of much 
larger refugee crisis, and to solve 
this issue we have to first begin 
with realizing the magnitude of 
what we are facing.

So Yes, Syrians deserve asy-
lum — but so does every other 
refugee, regardless of nationality.

10 The Commonwealth Times

opinion — Monica Houston

It is not okay for you to touch my hair or ask if it’s 
growing from my roots. No, I do not naturally have 
blue hair growing out of my scalp. “ “

Quote of the week

The dangers of 
stress culture

Reverse racism is real? 
You’re racist.

Refugee lives are not a hierarchy
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MONICA HOUSTON
Opinion Editor

Beyonce’s Super Bowl half-
time performance added more 
fuel to the conversation about 
racism in America. Once again, 
whites had an excuse to believe 
racism has ceased to exist against 
blacks, and is instead directed at 
them.

Some have even outspokenly 
reintroduced the narrative that 
racism against blacks is over, and 
people of color and minorities 
have just as many advantages as 
their white counterparts in “post-
racial” America.

“Reverse racism,” colloqui-
ally defined as discrimina-
tion against a dominant group 
representative of the majority 
as an attempt at redressing past 
wrongs, is patently, an inher-
ently, a false phenomenon. 

In order to define why reverse 
racism is not real, it is important to 
unpack the definition of racism. 

According to Webster, racism is 
the belief that members of a par-
ticular race possess characteristics 
that distinguish it as inferior to an-
other race. This involves prejudice, 
discrimination and antagonism 
directed at someone of a different 
race, based on the belief that one’s 
own race is superior.

The concept of reverse racism 
is a baseless allegation, and simply 
another attempt for racists to 
redirect the conversation toward 
whites and away from the is-
sues real racism addresses. Why? 
Because Blacks — or any other 
minority— do not hold institu-
tional or systemic power, and thus 
cannot, by definition, be racist.

In order for someone to be rac-
ist, two traits must exist: privilege 
and power. The term “minority” 
no longer refers to population size 
but to a minority of power. Whites 
maintain a majority in the Ameri-
can power structure because they 

are most often and historically 
backed by society and given leeway 
when it comes to every aspect of 
their lives.

Blacks do not posses privi-
lege or power simply because of 
the systemic oppression we have 
encountered for centuries at the 
hands of white people. White 
Americans are not, and have never 
been, oppressed simply because of 
their skin. 

Whites are less likely to be 
profiled, arrested, imprisoned, 
impoverished, unemployed or 
uneducated due to favoritism 
and normality within the age-
old system. 

According to the NAACP, Af-
rican Americans constitute nearly 
one million of the total 2.3 million 
incarcerated population. Blacks 
are incarcerated at nearly six times 
the rate of whites. According to 
CNN Money, more than one in 
four blacks live in poverty, at 27.2 
percent, while fewer than one in 

ten whites do at 9.7 percent. 
It is extremely uncomfortable 

to encounter racist gestures and 
pretend like I don’t have the right 
to be upset or uncomfortable. 

We do have to speak in a tone 
to cater to your feelings. I know 
it may be a shock, but everything 
is not about you. We would like 
to talk about us for a second and 
counter all the oppression and 
discrimination by discussing how 
we feel, with passion.

It is not okay for you to touch 
my hair or ask if its growing from 

my roots. No, I do not naturally 
have blue hair growing out of my 
scalp. Do not compare me to some 
black celebrity that I, in actuality, 
look nothing like or am clearly 
not related to. Yes, my last name is 
Houston, but I am not related to 
Whitney Houston, obviously.

We do not have to include you 
in our networks, movies, books, 
shows or anything else for that 
matter. White people intentionally 
separated themselves from blacks 
and diminished their credibility 
for centuries. It was called segrega-
tion. Now all of a sudden you want 
to sit at the cool table. Well call 
me Gretchen Wieners, because you 
can’t sit with us! 

After being denied basic hu-
man rights for centuries, blacks 
have created sanctuaries where 
we can exist safely. BET is not 
racist, Black Girls Rock is not 
racist, the NAACP awards are 
not racist, Beyonce’s half time 
performance is not racist. 

These are mediums to uplift and 
encourage black existence despite 
an overarching disproportionality 
of white spaces. 

There was outrage about 
Beyonce’s performance and its 

tribute to the Black Panthers and 
Black Power movement. The Black 
Panthers fought and killed for self-
defense in order to transform racial 
oppression. The KKK fought and 
killed in resistance to Reconstruc-
tion policies that gave economic 
and political equality to blacks.

Racist whites can not complain 
about the Black Panthers while 
simultaneously ignoring the KKK.

We will never apologize for 
finally caring about ourselves when 
we were bred and manipulated into 
believing we should not. 

So to all the racist white people 
out there who are enforcing this 
reverse racism narrative, have 
several seats.

Until you have been denied a 
job due to the color of your skin, 
profiled and arrested based on the 
color of your skin, pushed out of 
potentially prosperous homes and 
cities because of gentrification, 
deprived of education because of 
segregation, denied school fund-
ing based on property tax, or most 
importantly, been denied your 
basic human rights and enslaved, 
please do not victimize yourself in 
comparison to the black American 
struggle.

that thirty percent of students 
have illegally used cognitive 
stimulants. 

Another path is to stretch 
oneself across so many commit-
ments that students fail to fulfill 
any of them adequately.

Writing a term paper takes 
time away from studying for 
another class’s midterm. Student 
organizations become inac-
tive for weeks at a time due to 
school demands. Students call 
in sick from work or volunteer 
shifts because they have no time 
to study for a test. Some even 
violate the Honor Code, using 
online services to get answers to 
homework questions or outright 
cheat on exams and quizzes. 

It is easy to blame students 
for overloading themselves and 
that kind of attitude is preva-
lent in our society.

College students are expected 
to “have it all,” a concept that is 
defined differently by employers, 
graduate schools and colleges. 
Some call the millennial genera-
tion weak and pampered, and 

say students simply need to cope 
with the stresses of adulthood. 
Others claim poor time man-
agement and lacking basic skills 
is the culprit. 

These responses may have 
some merit, but do not address 
the severity of this situation. 
Students today face more de-
mands than ever before. 

Those who wish to attend pro-
fessional schools face enormous 
competition from their fellow 
applicants and there is a pressure 
to lengthen one’s resume and cre-
ate a perfect application. 

According to data pub-
lished by the Association of 
American Medical Colleges, 
less than half of all medical 
school applicants matriculate 
to medical school in any given 
year. For students who wish to 
become a physician, their post-
graduate plans are filled with 
uncertainty and dread.  

Student loan debt is at an 
all-time high as many graduates 
face uncertainty in their future 
employment and economic 
prospects. In addition, more 
students are now coming from 
non-traditional backgrounds. 
These individuals may have 
taken a significant break in their 
education, work full-time, or 
have families to support. 

The National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics has determined 
that three-fourths of undergrad-
uates demonstrate these qualities, 
and all of them must handle a 
dizzying amount of responsi-
bilities. The stress of balancing 
schoolwork with other aspects of 
life can feel insurmountable. 

Another change seen in the 
last couple decades is more stu-
dents must secure employment 

in order to pay their tuition and 
living expenses. Higher educa-
tion has become more acces-
sible to all regardless of socio-
economic status, but a lack of 
affordability and the increasing 
cost of living have forced stu-
dents to balance work a grueling 
amount of hours. 

According to the Ameri-
can Association of University 
Professors, 8 percent of college 
students work at least 35 hours 
per week. A climate that fails 
to accommodate these students 
can cause them to feel disillu-
sioned or even hopeless. 

Attitudes of perfection and 
competition create cultures of 
stress, causing mental health 
to deteriorate among many 
students. This contributes to 
higher rates of anxiety, depres-
sion, and suicide.

 Overachieving students are 
also unable to develop adequate 
social networks. The absence of 
time and energy causes students 
to lose passion, and they cannot 
devote themselves fully to their 
academic and personal pursuits. 

By expecting students to be 
superhuman, we hurt them in 
many different ways. 

Even when students recog-
nize that they need help, they 
are often hesitant to reach out to 
others due to a widespread belief 
in the “bootstrap” myth. 

Many Americans believe 
the most successful individu-
als created their own success 
without assistance from anyone. 
This narrative has become an 
important part of our culture 
and is also used to support the 
existence of social mobility and 
the American Dream. 

This belief is blatantly 
false, but students still absorb 
that true success can only 
come when they do it on their 
own. Even when support and 
resources are plentiful, uni-
versities must help remove the 
stigmas from receiving assis-
tance and using resources. 

Colleges and universities 
must fight against stress cultures 
and encourage students to pur-
sue the opportunities they de-
serve to enjoy. Young adults are 
entering an important period of 
transition, and providing them 
with a few accommodations can 
be extremely beneficial. 

We must encourage stu-
dents to take ownership of 
their personal and leisure time, 
giving them the confidence to 
turn down opportunities and 
responsibilities if time does 
not permit. Most importantly, 
students must be comfortable 
seeking help and assistance 
when needed. Seeking support 
from friends, family or mental 
health professionals is not a 
sign of weakness — it shows 
both strength and courage. 

8 percent of college students work at least 
35 hours per week. A climate that fails to 
accomodate these students can cause them 
to feel disillusioned or even hopeless. 

Blacks — or any 
other minority — do 
not hold institutional 
or systemic power, 
and thus cannot, by 
definition, be racist. 

Providing a better life 
is at the core of the 
current migration crisis 
— and as long as that 
option exists, people 
all over the world will 
continue to migrate. 
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